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D* HE whole Duty of Man i5 to 


RE A DER 


Fr God, and keep his Cmmand- 
4 U and the Princ . Deſron 
IE of ation, is ; That he may 
HA 22 2 God upon 3 and y 
oy _ and Interceſſi Ne 
may enjoy . ape 
eſs i in the Rescue of Got in 5 x4 World to came, 
herein is fulneſs of Foy, and at whoſe right Hand 
e Pleaſures for evermore. To attain this Ever- 
ting Inheritance, it is abſolutely neceſſary to acquaint 
. ſelves with God, and, bur Bleſſed Saviour, and to 
ullyperſuaded of the Truth of of the Divinit of Fe Je- 
, and the certainty of his 100 the Meſſiah pro- 
I to the Patriarchs and A tles me The ands 
Years before ; whoin the fuln ary Time made his. 
- [ppearance fir the Salvation 7 all that fingtrely Be- 
ve in him, and mall in A Wada 70 f i; Holy Fre- 


N 


=. "TO W RSADan.. *Kf 
. repts and Doflrines, This 2 Tratt i defgnel 
for-the Purpoſes aforenamed, that all true Chriſtian: 
know in whom they have Believed. Fo 
which many undeniable Arguments and Conſideration 
are advanced, which may be comprehended by thi 
meaneſt Underſtanding, and may put to ſilence ſuc] 
abandoned Wretches as deny the Lord that bought 
them; who being reſolved to continue in 4 courſe. of 
Prophaneneſs and Irreligion, endeavour to harde 
thew Conſciences, and perſuade themſelves, that ther! 
#5 no God, nor future State of Puniſhment, becauſ, 
they deſire it may be ſo. I have alſo added the Live 
of the Holy Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, with thei 
ertyrdoms, jor preaching and publiſhing the gook 
Tydings of Salvation to the barbarous Nations, nit 
fb mghty Succeſs, that Thouſands were converted 
and afterward juffered Death for the Profeſſion of thi 
Goſpel, and aſſerting the Truth and Certainty of the 
Chriſtian Religion, ꝗgainſt all its Oppoſers : 'Theſ| 
Things were writtcn for our Inſtruction, and may 
Friſe us, that it may not be in the Power 4 450% 
Deceivers who are abroad in the World to weaken on 
Faith and Confidence in the Mercy of God, and tha 
Merits of our Bleſſed Saviour, that we ſhall at lay 
aan Everlaſing Life and Hoppinep, | 
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1 th I is undenialde that through * 


i: lA CES the whole Body of the Od 
1 855 BROS Teſtament, the Fews had pro- 
SY FAS miſcd unto them a Meſiah, the 

1 oy 0 PR ſame that we call Chriſt, or & 
Wy AS F Perſon anointed and ſent. from 
lor * 8 God, to be a Savieur, a Re- 

deemer, 


tor between God and Man, a Satisfer for the 
Sins and Offences of the whole Wald; a Re- 
ſtorer of our Innocency loſt in Paradiſe; & Ma- 
ter, an Inſtrudher, a Law-giver, a Spiritual and 
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a Pacifier of God's Wrath, a Media- ö 


* 


j 


bdut with this benign Promi 
the Woman, ſho 


1 Eternal King, that ſhould fir, and rule, and 


The Life of our 


reign in our Hearts, to conquer the Power and 
[Tyranny of Satan, the Enemy of Mankind, who 
overcame our firſt Parents in Paradiſe, and ne- 
ver ceaſeth to aſſail us with his Temptations. 
For the firſt Covenant that ever God made with 
Man, was, In the Day thou eate$t of the Tree of 
 Knonledge of Good. and Evil, thou ſhalt. ſurely dye. 

This Covenant being broken by our common 
Progenitor, he received Judgment accordingly, 
e: That the Seed of 

Id break the Serpent's Head, who 
had beguiled them; and he ſhould lye in wait 
to hurt the Heel of Mankind: That is, the 


| * Ol come, when one ſhall proceed our of 


the Seed” of the Woman, who ſhall conquer 
Death and Sin, the Weapons of the Devil, 
and ſhall make void all his Temptations, and 
[Lrample them under his Feet, and this ſhall be 


! _.. Chriſt, the Me ſſias of the World. 


Pot wharſvever the Wren Tous dreamt, That 
the 9 {ſhould ſet up a Temporal Kingdom, 
and reſtore them to their Country and former 

'- Government: It is evident the Ancient Rabbies 
of that Nation, in the old Chaldee Paraphraſe, 
called the Jeruſalem Targum, apply theſe Words, 
That the Devil that deceived Adam, faying, 
Mankind has an infallible and preſent Remedy 
© againſt rhee, O Satan] For the time will come 
that they ſhall' tread thee don with their 
their King, 
Ihe very | 
peated and eſtabliſhed to Abraham, who 


Ch: 
F 
Rab 


fore 
{ 


Heels, by the help of th I 
Heels, by the help of the Meſſias who thall be 0 


ſame Promiſe is ſeven Times re- Is 7. 
livedÞ ! 
nearſ*S<- 


Bleſſed Saviour. 3 
4 MN near two Thouſand Years after Adam, and ae, 
o gain to Iſaac his Son after him, Gen, 12. 18. 22. 
Ii thy Seed 'ſhall all the Nations of the Earth be 
is. M bleſſed ; which had been a ſmall Benediction to 
th Abraham, or to the Jews after him, (that never 
of F=cually ſaw the Meſjias ) if he had been a Tem- 
poral King over the Fews only: And a much leſs 

on] Bleſſing ro the Gentile World, if he was to ſub- 
y, due and deſtroy all that would not ſubmur to the 
en iſh On ſtituttun. 3 one 
of But Jacob prophecieth plainly at his Death, 
\ir of the coming of Chriſt, in theſe Words; The 
he Scepter ſhall not depart from Judah, nor a Lan giver 
of Ef om between bis Feet till Shiloh, or the Meſſias 
ier ce, and to him ſhall the gathering of the People be. 
il, Which latter Words the forenamed Chatdee Pa- 
nd $:aphraſe, and the great Onkelos, (both of ſingu- 
be lar Authority among the Fews) interpret until 

Christ and the Meſſias come, who is the expectati- 
nat Yon of all Nations. Now if he be the Hope and 

m, Expectation of the Jens, as well as Gentiles, 
ner then can he not be a Temporal King to deſtroy” 
es the Gentiles, as the late Jews imagine: But à 
iſe, Spiritual King to reign over them, and to bring 
ds, in ſubjection their Spiritual Enemies, namely 
ng, the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, as all true 
mündenden TIES 
But to leave this Controverſy with the latter 
Rabbies, and to proceed to ſhew that Chriſt was 
foretold and promiſed to the Fews : It is to be 
ſobſerved, that after the Death of Jacob, little 
re- lis recorded of the Doings of the nnr diifing: 
ved Four hundred Years that they were | in Bond- 
nearf*$<2t Egypt ; yet that Nation have 4 Haditi- 
LEES A 3 dn, 


4 


— ——— — 


come, and the Holy Men of that time ſolaced 


King David afterward in the Second Part of his 


As 3. which 


& The Life of or 
on, that as foon as they were delivered out of 
that Slavery, and come into the Wilderneſs, in 


725 mentioned in Exodxs 6. and in other 
laces ; compoſed divers Songs and Pſalms in 
the praiſe and expectation of the Meſſias to 


themſelves with ſinging of the ſame ; and that 


Pſalms, from the 45, to the 87 Pſalm, collect- 
ed moſt of theſe old Songs together, as they now 
tand. 

18. 15. The Lord 'q | 
Prophet, from the midſt of thee, of hy Brethren, 


their Travels toward the Land of Canaan ; the Bax 
three Sons of Norah, Affir, Elkanah, and Abi- 


Moſes likewiſe prophecied ef Chriſt, Deu. | 
5 God will raiſe up unto thee a | 


lite unto me, unto bim ye ſhall hearken in all Things Gin 


whatſoever ; he ſhall ſay unto you, and it ſhall come to 


wpaſr, that every Soul that will not hear that Prophet, © x; 
ll be dejtroyed r among the People, Deut. 18. 
ords cannot be underſtood of 

any Prophet that ever lived after 4 x ang Jed. 


the Jens, as is manifeſt by what the Holy Gho 
Kays of him: And there aroſe not a Prophet ſincs 
zn Iſrael like unto Moſes, whom the Lord knew Face 
to Face, Deut. 155 

David who lived about Four hundred Years 
After Ages, a Man after God's own Heart, and 
the firſt King of Judab, out of which Tribe and 
whoſe Linage the Meſſtas was to come; had this 


any before him: For he was aſſured that Chriſt 
mould be born of that Stock, as God had pro- 
miſed him by the Prophet Nathan, ſaying, Th 


Myſtery more plainly revealed to him than to 


* 


wa. 
Ye 
N 


4 Bleſſed Saviour #7 * 
red will J eftabliſh for ever, and build up thy 
Throne to all Generations; for I have made 4 Cuve- 


nant with mry Choſen, and have ſworn to David a 
E Servant ; which Words the latter Lomb apply to 


King Soloman, and may in ſome ſenſe be true, 
ſince Solomon was a Type of Chriſt to come, but 
cannot be verified in him, whoſe earthly King- 
dom was rent and divided by Ferobuam, and 
muſt therefore be underſtood of an Eternal Ki 
which ſhould” ariſe out of David's Seed; — 
therefore it is ſaid in Palm 2. Thou art my Son, 
his Day' have I begotten thee, I will give thee the 
eathen for thine Inheritance, and the utmo$F Parts 
pf the Earth for thy Poſſeſſun + Which was never 


$fulfilF'd in Solomon, nor in any other Temporal 


ing afrer him. And much leſs what is writtea 
in Pſalm 72. He ſhall reign from Sea to Sea, and 


Vom the River to the Ends of the Earth, All. 
Kings ſhall fall down before him; all Nations ſhall 
Worſhip him. His Name ſhall endure for ever, as 
Wong as the Sun; and all Nations ſhall call him Bleſſ- 
Jed. All theſe Promiſes and Expreflions, can 


never be applied to any but Jeſus Chriſt alone. 
This Promiſe made to David for Chriſt to 
come of his Secd, is repeated after his Death 
by many of his Prophets, perticularly by Fere- 
miah, ch. 23. Behold, the Days come, ſaith the. 
Lord, that I will raiſe unto David 4righteous Branch, 
and 4 King ſhall reign and proſper ; and this 1s hug 
Name whereby he 2 be called, THE LORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS; M this 
was ſpoken of David's Seed, above Four hundred 
Fears after his Death. 9333 


. he + PTY $44 a5 


| 
1 
| 


of David himſelf; Exel. 34. I will ſave my Flock, 


that he is 


Succeſs thereof; the ſame Prophet particu ang, 2 
ex preſſes the Graces and Divine Properties LV 
Lui 25that be ſhall for ever (ooiiros and ge. bn 
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"Ezekiel likewiſe, who was Contemporary 
with Jeremiah, calls the Meſſias by the Name be! 
791 
and they ſhall be no more a Prey : And I will ſet u f* 
ane Shepherd over them, and he ſhall feed them, Dan, 
even my Servant David, and he ſhall be their Shep- Nylon 
herd, and a Prince among them, and he ſhall feed Mai 


them: Which Words both Chriſtians, and the Mou! 


Modern Jen, in the Talnmd, confeſs to be Vea 
meant of the Meſſias, and we believe to be fore- plai 
told of Chriſt ; David bggng Four hundred Years Dan 
before, and could not dme again to govern and Scri 
feed the People of God. and 
Iſaiah the Prophet, who lived above One Fig! 
Hundred Years before Feremiah or Ezekiel, had B 
plain and eminent Diſcoveries of the Meſſiah, Bon « 
in the 49, 50, 51, 52, 53 Chapters of that Tha 
Prophecy; wherein he ſays, That Chriſt being trea 
ſent to the Je, he complains of them; — Ch: 
ent unto the Gentiles with gracious the 

Promiſes. He ſhews that the Occaſion of the Pro 


| Jew: being caſt off, is not to be imputed to the nd 


eſſiab, he having Ability to ſave, by his O- fore 
ience in that Work, and by his Confidence |&his 

of God's Aſſiſtance. Chrift there perſuadeth his the 
Church to believe his free Redemption; to re- the 
ceive the Minifters thereof; to Joy in the Power Cor 


thereof, and that his Kingdom ſhall be exalted. The 


The Prophet alſo complains of the Incredulity Bir 


of the People; excuſeth the Scandal of the Croſs, Pn, 


Hy the Benefit of Chriſt's Paſſion, and the good, ies 


| 


frog 


* 


aryWroy Death; be ſhall open the Eyes of the Blind, and 
mee Ears of be Deaf; he ſhall not cry nor contend, 
ock, ror hall except the Perſon of any Man, but in Truth 


e /pall bring forth Truth in Righteouſneſs. And 
— net lived Jo the end of the hoy arc of Ba- 
77 lon, ſome time before Haggai, Zachary, or 
eed RMalachi , who were the laſt Frophets that ever 
the Mouriſhed among the Jens, almoſt Five hundred 
be FYears before the coming of Chriſt; ſpeaks 
re- plainly of his being cut , and put to Death, 
ars Pan g. And to inſiſt upon no more, the whole 
nd [$cripture centers in this one Point, to foretel 
and manifeft Chriſt to be the Meſah, by Signs, 
ne Figures, Parables and Prophecies. 
1ad | But to be more particular in the Demonſtrati- 
45, on of this momentous and fundamental Truth: 
hat That this Jeſus of whom the four Evangeliſts 
ing treat, is the true Meſſias; let us compare the 


nd Chriſtians Goſpel, with the Fewiſh Law; or 
ous the Hiſtories of Chriſt under the One, with the 
the Prophecies of the Meſſiah under the Other 
the and thence conclude, That if whatſoever was 


O- Foretold concerning the Meſſiab, was fulfilled in 


his the Mei, who was to come into World for 
re- the Salvation of Mankind; to make which 
7 the more exact, Let us run through 


Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrection and Aſcenſi- 


Fies of them were fulfilled in every particular. 
rly. | And Firs, For the Birth of the Mea; the 
1 Law ſaith, He nas to be born f the Sxei , Abra 


de- pam, G 


— 


troy Þ' + 2 5 e 
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this Feſus Chrift; then he was undoubredly: : 


he ſeveral Circumſtances, that attended his 


dn, and obſerve how punctually the Prophe- | 


OY 


en. 22. 18. and David, 2 Sam. I. Ta, and. 


10 The Life of ow 
of the Stem of eſſe, Iſaiah 11. 1. From whence 
he is frequently called by the Fews, The Son of 
David. The Goſpel faith, Jeſus Chriſt was the 
Fan of David, the San of Abraham, Matt. 1. 2. 
The Law, That he was to be born of a Virgin, Iſa. 2. 
7.14 The Goſpel, That wy s Virgin, broughth 
forth this Feſus, Matt. 1. 18. Luke, 1. 17, 31,%g,, 
| 35; chap. 2, 5, 6, 7. The Law, That he was to Cl 
born at Bethlehem Ephratah, Mich. 5. 2. The JG, 
Goſpel, That this Feſus was born there, Matt. 11. 
1. Luke 4. 5, 6. The Law ſays, That he was to 
be brought out of Egypt, Hoſea, 11. 1. The 14 
Goſpel, That Feſus was called thence, Matt. 1 1. pj, 
19, 20. The Law, That one ſhould go before the Jp: 
Meſſiah, Mal. 3. 5. and d cry in the Milder- Ch 
ne ß, Iſiah 11. 3. The Goſpel, That John f 
Baprist did ſo before Chriſt, Mat. 3. 1, 3. Mark 1.4 7:1 
2, 3- The Law, That'the Meſſiah ſhould preach j 
the Doctrine of Salvation in Galilee, who ſitting be- 1 
Here in Darkneſs, ſhould ſee great Light, Iſaiah g. Br. 
1, 2. The Goſpel, That Tels did ſo, Mat. 18. MI. 
12, 23. The Law, That in the Days of the Me- th, 
fliah, the Eyes 4 the Blind ſbuuld be opened, and Fil 
the Ears of the Deaf ſhwld be unſtopped, the Lame Fig 
leap, and the Tongue of the Dumb ſing, IIa. 35. 5. 
The Goſpel, That it was ſo in the Days of aer Pi, 
Chrict, Matt. 4. 23. andchap. 1 I. ö. f 
But for all theſt Wonders and Miracles, the 7 
Law faith, They ſhould hear, but not under ſtand, 9, 
and ſee, yet not perceive, Ta. 6. 9. And the Go- 155 
fpel, That ſeeing they did not fee, and hearing they} 2 
did not bear, nor yet underſtand, Matt. 13. 13. The 7 
Law, Tha he fhould be dejpiſed and rejected 0 
| Mew, 4 Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief, 
| a 


Bleſſed Saviour: rf 
Is. 53. 3. The Goſpel, That Feſus Chriſt bad 
not where to lay his Head, Matt. 8. 20. His Soul 
was exceeding Sorrowful, even unto Death, Matt. 26, 
38. Yea, be was in an Agony, and his Sweat was 
Drops of Blood, Luke 22. 24. So well was he 
Hacquainted with Grief, The Law ſays, That be 
I ſold ride into ſeruſalem pon an Af, and upon 4 
Thel Colt, the Foal of an A, Lech. 11. 9. And the 

©Y Goſpel, That Jeſus Chriſt as he was going to Je- 

1 * having found an AF, ſate thereon, John” 
The 43% 14 Matt. 21. 6. At which Time, the 

Law faith, The People ſhmld cry, Hoſannah : 
9 5 ; * is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord, 
4 e Pfalm 118. 26. The Goſpel, That they did ſo to 

27 Cbriſt, Matt. 21. 9. The Law foretels, That one 
K 1. of Þis own familiar Friends, in whom he truſted, which 
. did eat of his Bread, ſhould lift up his Heel again$t_ 
4 bim, Plalm 12. 9. The Goſpel, That Judas, 
who was one of Chriſt's Diſciples, and fo eat of his 
8. Bread; did betray bim into the Hands of the Jews,, 
* Natt. 26. 47. Luke 22. 46. The Lay that he 

af mould be prized at, and ſold for thirty Pieces of | 
anal Silver , with which ſhould be bought the Potter 
e Field, Lech. 11. 12, 13. The Goſpel, That they 
J. covenanted with Judas, to betray Feſus for thirty 
ej} Pieces of Silver, Matt. 26. 15. with whichthey 
8 bought the Potter's Field, Chap. 27. 7. 

e Law, That he ſhould be numbred among Tranſs 
Go. grefſors, Va, 53.12. The Goſpel, That Feſus 
be Crit nas crwified between two Thieves, Mark 1 5 
Te 27. Matt. 27. 35. The Law, That he fhwuld be 

wounded and « © „ Iſa, 53. 5. The Goſpel, 

T hat they Fre, Feſus, Matt. 3 2. 20. and fte 
bim, Mark 15 19. The Law faith, Ty 
Fire 


. 


273 The Life of our © | 
Pierce his Hands and Feet, Pal. 22. 19. Zech 
12.10. The Goſpel, That they crucified Feſus, 


Matt. 27. 35: Luke 23. whereby they uſed to 
ands and Feet of thoſe that were put 

to this Death, and nail them to the Croſs: But 
tho' they ſhould pierce his Fleſh, yet the Law 
Gith, They ſhould not break his Bones, no, not one 
ef them, Exod. 12. 46. Numb. 9. 12. Pal. 34. 
20. The Goſpel, That they break nat the Legs 
9. 33. 36. The Law, That 

ey ſhuuld fee him, Tooul laugh him to ſcorn, ſhoot © 
ext their Lips, and ſhake their Heads, ſaying, He 
. truſted in the Lord, that he would deliver him? Let 
Him deliver him, ſeeing he delighted in him, Pſal. 
22.8. The Goſpel, That the Scribes and Phari- 
Jees did ſo by Chriſt, Matt. 27. 42, 43. The Law | 
faith, They ſhould give him Gall for Meat, and 
Fine gar tu drink, Pal. 49. 21. And the Goſpel, * 
That they gave Chriſt Vinegar to drink, mingled with \ 
Gall, Matt. 27. 34. 48. The Law, That they | 
ſhuuld part his Garments among them, and casF Lots 
2 Veſture, Pſal. 22. 19. The Goſpel, That 
ey parted Feſus Garments, caſting Lots, Matt. 


Pierce the 


o Chriſt, John 1 
7 


27- 35. John 19. 23. Mark. 15. 24. 


And as for the time of this Jeſus coming into 
the World; it is certain that he came before the | 
ſecond Temple was demoliſhed, for it is aid, | 
T hat he went into the Temp! „ Matt. 1 9. 45. Jea, | 


E bimſelf taught daily init, ver. 47, By which 
means the Glory of the ſecind © *mple, was greater 
than the Glory of the Art according to the Pro- 
phecy of Hag. 11. Ad as tor Facob's Prophe- 
cy, T bat the Scepter ſhi d net 4: part from Judah, 
wor the Lam giver, til! Shiloh, or :he Meſſiah ſpud 
$4, . come 


a 


_—_ — — 
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ch. cone, Gen. 49. 10. It is certain that it did not 
, depart from Judab, till Herod was by Auguſtus 
to and the Senate of Rome, made King of 7adea, 
ut in whoſe Days this Tj was born, Matt. 11. 
zut 2. Luke 1. 5. And ſo Damel's ſeventy Weeks, 
aw or four hundred and ninety Years, did exactly 
one reach unto, and were determined in the Days 
34. of this Feſus, as might eaſily be demonſtrated. 
egs Fo that all the old Prophecies concerning the 
bat 3 Time of the Me ſſiab's coming, are perfectly ful- 
00t filled in this Jeſus of Nazareth. 

He Furthermore, the Law faith, That tho' the 
Let Meſſiah ſhould be crucified, yet God would not 
al. leave his Soul in Hell, nor ſaffer his Holy One to ſee 
ri= Urraption, Pal. 16. 10. And that, When God ſhould 
aw |} make his Soul a Sacrifice for Sin; he ſbould ſee his 
nd Seed, and prolong his Days, Iſaiah 53. 10. which 
el, 7 plainly implies, That tho the Meſſiah ſhould die, 
ith pet he ſhould riſe again, and that within a few 
N Days to0,0therwiſe he would have ſeen. Corrup- 

ots tion. Now the Goſpel ſays, That this Feſws roſe, 
bat from the Dead, Matt. 28. 6. Luke 24. 6. and 
tt. that he was ſeen of ſeveral after his Reſurrection, as 
pi Mary Magdalen, Matt. 28. 9. of the eleven 

to |} Diſciples, ver. 16, 17, 18. Mark 16.14. of the 
he Tuo that nere Faun © Emraaus, Luke 24.13, 14, 
id, 15. of Simon Peter alone, er. 24. and of all the 
ea, || Dilciples gathered togetive' the Doors being ſhut, 
ch | youn 20. 19. And to be ſure that it was him- 
elf, and not an &Anparity nn Thomas, one of. 

'0- the Twelve, chruſt his Hani: eto his Side, and 
le- found it Fleſh an Blood in dged, and he did eat 
h, and drink before them, £4 24. 43. which it 
id | is impoſſible that a »pirit ould +4 He 2 
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The Life of our 
ſeen of Peter and Fohn, and other Diſciples, bile 
they were fiſhing, and eat and drank with them, 
goon 21. Of 2 hundred Brethren at once, and of 
aul bimſelf, 1 Cor. 15. 6. Neither did he lye 
O long as to ſee Corruption, for he was buried 
but the Day before the Sabbath, Mark 15. 42. 
and roſe the Day after, Chap. 16. J. 
Again, Jeſus was not only to riſe again, but 
the Law faith, He nas to aſcend on High, to lead 
Captivity Captive, and to give Gifts unto Men, Pſal. 
68, 18. Now this cannot but be an undoubted 
Character of the Meſſiah, not only to riſe from 
the Dead, but to aſcend np to Heaven, and 


thence to diſperſe his Gifts among the Children 


of Men, and that Chriſt did fo, is evident from 
the Goſpel! &for after he had ſpoken with them, 
He was received up into Heaven, and there ſate at 


the right Hand of God, Matt. 16. 19. Luke 24. 51. | 


He gave ſuch Gifts to Men, as that his Diſciples 


of a ſudden, were enabled to ſpeak all manner 


of Languages, Acts 2.8. To work many Signs 
and Wonders, Chap. 5.12. To heal all manner of 


Diſeaſes, ver. 15, 16. Yea, with a Word Jpeating, 
7 


to cure a Man lame from his Mother's Wemb, Chap. 
; 6, 7. . 

5 Theſe Confiderations ſeem to make the 

Goſpel a perfe& Tranſcript of the Law, and the 
Hiſtories of Jeſus are nothing elſe but the Pro- 

pheci es of Chriſt tuin d into an Hiſtory ; and 


certainly the Piety of his Life, the Purity of 


his Doctrine, and his miraculous Works, are 


a further Confirmation of the Truth of what is 


here related: For the M:racles that he wrought, 


as the healing the Sick with a Word bis 


Mouth, 


% es N eres. 


Bleſſed Saviour 15 
Mouth, raiſing the Dead; feeding ſo many 
Thouſands with five Loaves and the like, were 


0 powerful and convincing, that his very Ene- 


mies who would not believe him to be the Me- 


- 105 could ſcarce deny him to be a God, as Fo- 


ephus, "y Hiſtorian teſtifies in his An- 
tiquities, Lib. 18. Chap. 4. And it is a Tenet 
to this Day among ſome of them, That the 
Miracles which Jeſus did, were not the Deluſi- 


ons or Juggles of Satan , but real Miracles, 


wrought (as they pretend by the Virtue of the 
Name of God, Fehovah, which they ſay Jeſus 
got out of the Temple; whereby ir is plain that 
they acknowledged God, to be the Author of 
them, which doubtleſs could not be, unleſs they 
were agreeable to his Will, and for the Glory of 
his Name. 

Neither was the Doctrine of the Goſpel only 
eſtabliſhed at the firſt, but propogated afterward. 
by Miracles, as it was neceſſary it ſhould be; 
for otherwiſe it would have been the greateſt 
Miracle, that a Doctrine ſo much contrary to 
Fleſh and Blood, as propoſing nothing in this 
Life, but that the Profeſſors of it ſhould have : 
Troubles in this World, ſhould be as Sheep a- 
mong Wolves , [hold ee ; impriſoned , 
ſconrged, Put to Death, 
their Maſter's jake ; and this Doctrine propaga- 
ted by a Company of fimple illiterate: Men, 
who had neither Power to force, nor Elequence 
to perſuade Men to the Belief of it, or embra- 


-cing it; that yet ſuch Perſons as theſe were, 


mould ever make any of the Fews, who expected 
2 King tor their MeſſiaÞ, to advance them to 
$& co: 7 2 | Temporal 
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16 The Life of onr 


Temporal Ln, to believe that this Jeſus, 


whom themſelves ſcourged and crucified at Fe- 
ruſalem, was that Perſon; or that they ſhould 
be able to propagate the Goſpel among the Gen- 
tiles alſo, who neither believed in the true God, 
nor expected any thing of a-Meſſiah to come and 
Redeem them: Yet this they did, and brought 
over not only many People, but whole Nations, 
and Countries to the Profeſſion of the Goſpel, 
ſpreading this moſt Holy Doctrine among the 
moſt barbarous and ſinful People in the World, 
Mauere, all the Oppoſition that the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil could make againſt it. 
- Now no Man that excerciſeth his Reaſon, can 
imagine, that they did all this purely by their 
own Strength; nor that theſe wonderful Effects 
could ever have been produced by any thing leſs 
than the Wiſdom, and Power, and Faithfulneſs 
of their Lord and Maſter, whoſe Service they 
were ingaged in, and who promiſed to be with 


| them to the End of the World, Matt. 28. 20. 


Doubtleſs, it was nothing elſe but the Spirit of 
the moſt High God, that aſſiſted them, and ac- 


companied the Word they preached ; other- 


wiſe it could never have made ſuch a deep Im- 
preſſion upon the Hearts of them that heard it, 
as not only to command their Attentions, but 
to hinder them from reſiſting ( when they 
trove and endeavoured to do it) that Power and 
Authority by which the Diſciples ſpake. 

So that it is evident, that all the Books of the 
Ancient Law, with all thoſe which have been 
received into the Canon of the Scriptures, by 


te Church of God, ſunce the coming of Chriſt, 


nich 
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them {lain by the Emperor Adrian, in the City 
Bitter, all fighting in Defence of this Counterfet 
! Meſſiah ; many others likewiſe pretended to be 


Bleſſed 8 A viour. 17 


which we call the New Teſtament, (which teili- 
fy the Truth of the Divinity of our Saviour) 


I ay, That all thoſe Books from the beginning 
of Geneſis, to the end of the Revelations, are in- 
deed the Word of the Eternal God, dictated by 
his own Spirit, to ſuch as himſelf was pleaſed 
to employ in the Writing of them, and chat 
they contain in them a perfect Rule of Faith 
and Manners; upon the due Obſervance of 
2} whichno Man can fail of worſhipping and ſer- 
ving God in ſuch a Manner, as will be accept- 
ableè to him here, and enjoying hereafter thoſe 
1 N great and precious Promiſes, that he has 
7 reſerve | 


in Heaven for ſuch as do ſo. 2 8 
And as to the Time of the coming of the 


Me ſſiab, it is evident, That about One thou» 
ſand ſix hundred Years ago, the Jens did 
generally expect it, and that many did pretend 
to be the Perſon, as one Bar-coz bah, at this Time 
declaring himſelf to be the Man; almoſt all the 
whole Na 

him, inſomuch that the Fes report, there were 


ation unanimoully joyned themſelyes to 
no leſs. than Four or five hundred thouſand ot 


He, and ſome to this Day, hold, That he is al- 
ready come, but that, by Reaſon of their Sins, 
he is not revealed to them. | 

. Now it is to be obſerved, Thar by the Con- 
ſent of all Chriſtian Writers, Feſus, whom we 
Believe and Confeſs, to be the True Chriſt, was, 
born the+z5th of December, in the Forty ſecond 


Year of Augu/tus Ceſar, the Roman Emperor, 


and 
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Tie Life of on- 
and fifteen before his Death; in the thirty third Pe. 
Year of the Reign of Herod, King of Fudea; Þ 
Creaviag, abour four thouſand Cl 
Years ; the State of the World being thus at th 
Chriſt's Nativity: The three Monarchies of ve 
the World, the Aſhrians, Perfians, and Grecians, Pr 
were paſſed away and ended, and the Roman, Ct 
er then all the former, was begun accord- |} 
ing to the Prophecy of Daniel, Five hundred Ci 
Years before Augustus; who after five Civil 2 
Wars, and infinite Blood-ſhed and Devaſtati- da 
ons in the World, reigned alone in Peace many lic 
Years; and in Token of univerſal Peace over the the 
Earth, the Temple of Janus (or War) was ſhut, || hu 
which happened but twice before, ſince the Build- |! 
ing of Rome; and the very ſame Day that Chriſt La 
was born in Fudea, Auguſtus commanded in Re 
Rome, (as was afterward obſerved) that no Man all 
fhould call him Lord, thereby, ſignifying, the of 
Liberty and Security which Mankind now en- Ce 
N35 after the World had ſuſtained ſuch wo- in 
Ful Deſolations by Wars for ſo many Vears, II 
and ſaying unknowingly, That a greater Lord || by 


4 


than he was now born into the World; which | he 


2 exactly to the Prophecy of Daniel, That || W 
there ſhould be three Monarchies, and the laſt c 
the Greateſt, at whoſe Appearance the wa [of m 
mould come and build up God's Kingdom 

throughout the whole World; and Iſaiah, One Pe 
hundred Years before, foretold, That at the | M 
coming of Chriſt the People ſhould fit in ace, 
and that there ſhould be no end of Peace; and King || 
David, Pſalm 71. ſays, In bis Days ſhall the 

Righreaws flowiſh, and there ſhall be abundance of | © 


P cage, 


Bleſſed SAviouR. 19 
ird Peace, which was then very neceſſary for the 
Aa; quiet Foes, and publiſhing the Goſpel of 
nd fi Grit; the Wars which had 15 long diſturbed 
at the Earth, miraculouſly almoſt ceaſing at this 
of very Time, to make way for the coming of the 
ns, Prince of Peace, To conclude this Point of 
an, Chriſt's appearing. 

d- About his Birth, there concurred ſo many 
red 7 Circumſtances, as the general Peace of the Ro- 
vii vun Empire; the Expiration of the Line of F#- 
tis dab; the fulfilling of Daniels Weeks; the pub- 
my lick Fame and Expectation of the Jews with 
che their vain Expectations for One thouſand fix 
ut, hundred Years of another Meſſiab: Their being 
14. |! diſperſed all over the World, without Temple, 
riſt Law, Sacrifice, Prophet, or Promiſe for their 
in | Redemption, which never happened to them in 
all their former Captivities, before the Death 
the of Feſus, and which Promiſes they had for their 
en- Conſdlation in their Miſeries; theſe Things 
yo- ing laid together, we may aſſuredly conclu 
ars, That Chriſt was Born at the juſt Time predicted 
ord. by the Spirit of God; and conſequently, that 
ich | he only was the True Meſſias and Saviour of the 
har World. So that when the fulneſs of Time was 
jaſt | come, after the frequent Repetition of Pro- 
2 miſes; the expiation of the Femiſh Nation; 
om the longing and earneſt Waitings of all Holy 
Ne | Perſons: God having great Compaſſion towards 


the | Mankind, remembring his Promiſes, and our 
ace, || great Neceſſities, ſent his Son into the World, to 
ing || take upon him our Nature, and that Guilt of Sin 
rhe | Which it had contraſted, and all that Puniſh- 

h | ment 
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ment which was conſequent thereto; which 8 
came to paſs after the following Manner, 


52 7 


The Conception of Jeſus Chriſt. 
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1 the Days of Herod the King, the Angel Ga- 
4 bril was: ſent from God, unto a City of Galilee, 
FRE named Nazareth, to a Holy Maid eſpouſed to 
1 Joſeph, and found her in a capacity and excel- 
4 t Diſpoſition, to receive the greateſt Honour 
that was ever beſtowed on the Daughters of 
Men. Her Employment was holy and pious, 
ber Ferſon young, her Years florid and ſpring- ; 


* — 


Bleſſed S AVIG UR. 21 
ing, her Body chafte, her Mind humble, and a 
k I rare Repoſitory of Divine Graces, and God 
| poured upon her a full Meaſure of Honour, in 
making her the Mother of the Meſſias : For the 
Angel came to her, and ſaid, Hail thw that art 
highly favoured, the Lord is wth thee ; bleſſed art 
thou among Women, Which Meſſage is Para- 
phraſed by the Poet, in a Dialogue between Ga- 
viel and Mary, as follows: WL 


Gab. ] Hail bleſſed Mary. Mary.] What celeſtial Tongue, 
Calls finful Mary bleſſed? G. ] It is J. vi 
M.] Who art thou? G.] I am Gabriel, that belong 

To the high Quire of Heaven. M.] 1 faint, I dye. 
G.] Fear not ſweet Virgin, all the Earth ſhall be 
Made Debtors to thy Womb, and ble$ in tber. 
M.] How, Lord? G.] Thy Virgin Womb ſhall beui a Son, - 
T hat ſhall Redeem the World. 2 Lord, how can 
Such Wonders come to paſs; ſu things be done 
By a poor Virgin, never known by Mn? 
.] The Holy Ghoſt at his appointed Hour, © - © 
Shall make thee Pregnant by his Sacred er. QM 
M.] Wonder of Wonders! G.] At whoſe height the 
Of Heaven ſtand Raviſht, Tremble and Admire, : 
M.] O may it be according to thy Word! 
G.] Before ten Months fully compleated be; 
Thou ſhalt be known the Mother of our Lord. 
And thou ſhalt have thy Saviour on thy Knee. 
AN.] Both Keav'n and Eartrfi ſhall Triumph, and the Frame 
Of Hell ſhall Tremble ar Maria's Name. 
G.] All Ages paſt, and preſent, and to come, __ * 
Shall Foy in Mary, and in Mary's Womb, ©. 


* . * 
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The Virgin having now the Son f God in her 
chaſte Womb, and the Holy Spirit in her Hearne Y 
ne RE ns he 
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The Life of our 
who had alſo Over-ſhaddowed her, enabling to | 
Her to a Super-natural, and Miraculous Con- ſeal 
ception, -oſe with hafte and gladnefs, to commu- he 
nicate that Joy, which was deſigned for all the hac 
World; and found no Breaſt ſo proper to pour Ca! 
forth the Emanations of her over- joy d Heart, as tio! 
her Ceuſin Elizabeth, who had received this Di- mi: 
vine Teſtimony, That ſhe was Rigbteous he fore f 
God, walking in all the Commandments, and Ordi- to f 
nances of the Lord blamelefs, who had alfo a ſpe- a 9 
cial Portion in this great Honour; for ſhe was tha 
deſigned to be the Mother of John the Baptiſt, to 
who was ſent as a Fore-runner, to prepare the 
Ways of the Lord, and make his Paths ſtreigbt. And 
Mary aroſe in thoſe Days, and went into the Hill: pea 
country with haſte, into a City of Judah, and entred Son 
into the Houſe of Zacharias, and ſaluted Elizabeth; Wif 
the Angel Gabriel having told her, that ſhe alſo Ho 
had conceived a Son in her old Age, and this did 
was the ſixth Month with her, who was called rook 
Barren; jo that upon the Salutation of Mary, the 
Babe leapt in her Womb. It is not eaſy to imagine Fo 
what Extaſies of Joy there were at this bleſfedÞ} ſec 
Meeting; two Mothers, of two great Princes, wit 
the one the Greateſt that nas born of a human; the] her 
other his Fore-runner, 10 prepare his May; and] exp 
their Converſation was doubrleſs, Holy and Di- wo 
vine, as they were both prophetically Inſpired, |} enc 
and all the Faculties of Nature turned into] ing, 
Grace. After they had re- ſaluted each other, Inr 


— 


— 
— 
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Mary abode with her Couſin Elizabeth about three exx 


Months, and then returned to her own Houſe ; where, ſho 
when ſhe appeared with her Holy Burthen, rofl Vi 
ber Huſband Joſeph, and that he perceived her I ahi 


rol « 


24 : The Life of our” 
For Foſeph was not haſty in the execution of 
his Purpoſes, nor in the determining of his 
5 — but ſtood long in Deliberation, and 
longer before he acted in this invidious Matter, 
which had an appearance of Rigor and Severity: 
He was firſt to have defam'd and accus'd her 
83 and being convicted by the Law, 

e was to dye, if he had gone the ordinary 
Way: But he who was a jut Man, which in 
the Stile of Scripture and other wiſe Writers, is 

4 good à charitable Man, thought it more agreea- 

ble to-Juſtice, to treat an offending Perſon with 

the eaſieſt Sentence, than to put things to Ex- he 
tremity, and render the Perſon deſperate, and | 
rovoked by the worſt of what ſhe could fear, 

The waved the killing Letter of the Law, and 

ſecured his own Intereſt and his Juſtice too, by 

intendgng to diſmiſs ber privately. But before 
the thing was irremediable, God ended his 

Doubts by an heavenly Demonſtration, in 

ſending an Angel to reveal to him the Inno- 

cence of 9 the and the Divinity of her Son. 
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Now although the manner of his Conception, 
and the Meſſage or Annunciation made to his 
Mot her by the Angel, depend principally upon 
the Relation and Credit of the Virgin herſelf, 
who only was privy thereto, and upon the Teſti-. |? 
mony o PAs b, to whom it was revealed by, | 
the ſame Angel afterward; yet conſidering the | 
Circumſtances of the Thing it ſelf, namely the F 
ſimplicity and honeſty of the Reporters; and. Þ 
that it was very unlikely, that Foſeph being 
FF, as he is called, would have concealed a 
thing ſo much againſt himſelf, and agnink rhe, 
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Bleſſed Saviour; 28 
Law, if he had not been fully aſſured of the 
ruth of the Affair. Again, the Innocent Age 
of the Bleſſed Virgin, who (St. Auſtin and o- 
ther Ancient Fathers write, was not above 
Fourteen Years old at that time; all theſe 
Things make it very Improbable, that ſhe 


” ” ” A 


» Favould invent ſuch a Matter of herſelf ; and fi- 
' Fhally the ſtrange Prophecy that ſhe uttered in 
per Canticle or Magnificat, and which: we ſee 
pov fulfilled + Albert, at that time very unlike- 
y, that all Nations-ſhould call ber Bleſſed, &c. 
Fil theſe Things conſidered fully, demonſtrate 
be Truth of this Matter. e 
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The Nativity of Jeſus. of 
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4H T HE Holy Maid may be judged to long to » 

a glad Mother, expecting when the Son of v 

WMazbteonſne ß ſhould break forth from his Be „e 

1 where nine Months he had hid himſelf behind ba 

-Froitful Cloud. About the End of which Go 50 

ho in his infinite Wiſdom, cauſes all Thin — 

to cooperate to his Divine Purpoſes, broug ..: 

che Holy Virgin to Bethlehem, the City of _ 

Vl co be taxed, with her Husband Faſeph, pu * 

ant to a Decree upon all the World, publillf A7 
end by Auuſtus; which happened in is! 


cute of Iime, that the Frophecy-of Mi: 
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Bleſſed S\Aviour 27 
might be fulfilled ; And thou Bethlehem, in the 
Land of Judah, art not the leaſt among the Princes 
of Judah, for out of thee ſhall come 4 Governor 
W * rule my People Iſrael. 

his rare Act ot Providence is highly Re- 
markable, becauſe this Taxing ſeems wholly or- 
dered by God, to ſerve and miniſter to the Cir- 
cumſtances of this Birth. For this Taxing was 
not in order to Tribute. Herod was now King, 
and received all the Revenues of Fadea, and 
aid a certain Tribute to Anguſius, as other 
Kings and Princes, under the Roman Domini- 
on did; but this was only his ſending Com- 
miſſioners to Jax every City, in order to make 
an Inqueſt of the Strength of the Empire; both 
in Men and Money, he having no other Ad- 
vantage by it; but ſeems to be directed in it by 
him who rules and turns the Hearts of Princes, 
that he might, by verifying a Prophecy, figni- 

fie and publiſh the Miſſion and Birth o ſeſus. 
When the Holy Virgin perceived that the 
Expectation of the Nations was arrived at the 
very Doors of Revelation, ſhe brought forth 
the Bleſſed Jeſus ; and although all the World 
were concerned in the Birth of this great Princo, 
yet we do not read of any that Miniſtre&at-ir - 4 
but the Angels; Ang thus nvas Jeſus: born ot i 
poor Mother, in a poor Place, in a cold Win- 
ters Night, far from Home, among Strangers 
with all the Circumſtances of Humility and Pa- 
verty, naked as the Innocence of Ad Whom 
his Mother, after having cradled him in her 
Arms, took and wrapt in Swadling ( loths. For 
& was the deſign of his Humility, chat as rhe 


far from creating true Felicity, that they are 


28 Te Life of our 
Aaſt Scene of his Life ' was numbred among 
Thieves, ſo the firſt was among Beaſts, the Sheep 
and the Oxen; which is thus repreſented by the fir! 


Poet. 2 Mi 
O thou! who wer't the King of Heav'n and Earth, I dic 
-How poorly wer't thou tended at thy Birth; 2 tru 
A Manger was thy Gradle, and 4 Stable * 
T by Privy-Chamber ; Mary's Knees thy Table rer 
Thieves were thy Courtiers,and the Croſs thy Torone; _ 
Thy Dyet Gall, a Wreath of T horns thy Conn: P 1 
Albis the King of Glory endur d, and more all 
4 "m_ 15 Kings, that were but Slaves be ſore. xp 
Oe 2 wh 


No Man therefore will have cauſe to com- 
Saiwof his courſe Clothing, if he remember I 
The: Swadling-Cloths of this Holy Child; nor 2 
de diſquieted at his hard Bed, when he conſi- 
ders Jeſus laid in a Manger, nor be diſcontent- 7 
ed at his thin Table, when he calls to mind T 

the King of Heaven and Earth, was fed with a « 


Little Breaſt-milk. But ſince the Eternal Wil- Þ lo 
dom of the Father, who knew to chuſe the God. al 


and refuſe the Evil, did chuſe a Life of Poverty; 4 
3t may demonſtrate to us, That Riches and Ho- | 
nours, theſe Idols in the World's eſteem, are fo | 


not. to be reckoned as real Good Things ; nei- Þ 
ther ought any one to be aſhamed of innocent 
Poverty, of which the Holy Jeſus made choice, 
and the Apoſtles after him, made publick Pro- 

teſſion. | 
Although the Birth of Chriſt was deſtitute of 
the uſual and leſs neceſſary Pomps, which ge- 
| nera)}ly N 7.7 
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ok nerally Illuſtrate the Birth of Princes, yet'his 
PE | firſt Humility was made Gloricus-wirh Preſages, 
2 Miracles, and Significations from Heaven, be- 
1 ſides thoſe already mentioned: All the Worlck 
N did expect, That in Yudea ſhould be born their 
true Prince, inſomuch that Augustus the Em- 
peror, (as I have noted) about that very time, 
refuſed to be called Lord, which the Chriſtians 
uvere apt to believe, was occaſioned by the Pro- 
phecy of a Female Prophet, called a Siby/, fore- 
telling the Birth of a greater Prince, to whom 
all the World ſhould 15 Adoration,who at that 
time was born in Judea: And when the Oracle 
vhich Auguſtus conſulted, was ſtruck Dumb, 
and would not anſwer any of the Queſtions he 
deſired to be reſolved in, he told him unasked, 


that An Hebrew Child ſhould be his Lord and E- 
nemy. 
2 Tbe World being now at Peace, and the 


8 


2 
oo 


- Temple of War ſhut up, the Prince of Peace 
was born, and came to reconcile God with Man,” 


4. and Man with his Brother, by the ſiveetneſs of 
his Example, and the influence of his Holy 
Doctrine, That the Wolf and the Lamb ſhnald lye 
o | down together, But becauſe the Heavens, as welF 
as the Earth, are his Creatures, and do ſerve 

him; at his Birth he received a Sigh from Hea- 
ven above, as well as in the Earth beneath, 48 


— 
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4 an Homage paid to their common Lord. For 
as certain Shepherds were keeping Match over 


their Flocks at Night, near that part of the Coun- 

NY (as it is thought) where Jacob uſed to feed 
tits Cattel when he was in the Land of Cmaan, 

Ide Angel of the Lord cam npon them, and the 
was; B3 Ful 


«x © & 
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Glory of the Lord 


to contound . their Underſtanding : 


gla 


David, 4 Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lord. 
The Shepherds needed not any Invitation to 


Tee this wondrous Sight, but leit their. expecta- 
tion ſhould imagine he was a glorious Prince, 
the Angel told them a Sign that might take off 
reat a Prince fo |! 
poorly accomodated; he ſays, This fhall be 4 
Sign unto you ; ye ſhall find the Babe wrapt in Smad- 


their Admiration to ſee ſo 


n Hing in a Manger. 


e Angel brought the Meſſage to Shepherds, 
Perſons innocent, mean, and humble, who were 
more likely not to be ſcandaliz'd at the Pover- nd 
ty of the way 1 for thoſe Perſons whoſe Af- 

et upon the Pomps and Vanities | 


tections are 
ot this World, and are not uſed to Charity and 


Humility, are altogether removed from the 


underſtanding of Spiritual Excellencies, and 


ſhone round about them, and they 
nere ſore afraid. And needs they muſt, when . 
an Angel came arrayed in Glory, and clothed F 
their Perſons in a Robe of Light, great enough | 
But the | 
ger unto them, Fear not, for I bring unto yon 
dings of great Joy, which ſhall be toall | 
People, for unto you is born this Day in the City of 


can. reliſh nothing but the Grandeur of earthly . 


Follies ; they are prejudiced with God himſelt, | 
if he appears Poor and Mean, as the Scribes and 
Phariſees were at our Bleſſed Saviour s Simplicity; 
with theſe Men, is Weakneſs, a mean Birth, an | 


ignoble Stain; Beggery is a Scandal, and the 
Croſs an A s Objection; but the 
Angel inviting the poor Shepherds to Bethle- 
bem, is an evident Intimation, that none 2 
eil : | | 
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„t to come to Chriſt but the Poor in Spirit, 
© FDeſpiſers of the World, fincere in their Hearts, 
"* Fvithout ſubtle or crafty Deſigns ; and therefore 
the Angel did not bring the News to Herod, 
bor to the Scribes.and Phariſees, whoſe ambi ti- 
pus Projects were contradictory to the Simpli- 
„ti and Poverty of the Birth of ſeſus. 
The Angel having delivered this Bleſſed 
of Meſſage, ſuddenly there was with him a Multitude 
obe Heavenly Hoſt, whoſe Song was, Glory be 
ſo God on High, on Earth Peace, and Good-will to- 


1 : Men : Referring not only to the profound 
F Peace, which at that time all the World was 
ſo in; but to the great Peace which this neëẽ born 


Prince ſhould make between his Father, and all 

Mankind. As ſoon as theſe heavenly Choriſters 
had ended their glorious Hymn, they returned 
into Heaven, and the Shepherds went to Bethle- 


e Pena ſee this Thing which the Lord bad made known 

uo them And the) came with haſte, and found Mary 
.und joſeph, and the Babe Hing in a Manger. 4 | 
-« obſervedall to be verified that the Angel had told 


them; and when they had ſeen it, their Hearts 


© ere Þ filled with the Oil of Gladneſs, that 
they ran over with Joy, and being too big to 
y be confined to their owa Breaſts, they commu- 
. nicated it to every one, and made known abroad 
| J. rhe Saying which was told them, concerning the 
Child. But Mary having changed her firſt Joy 


into Wonder, kept all theſe Sayings and pondered. 
bem in her Heart. And the Shepherds having 


or een and heard what the Angels did upon the 
. Fublication of the News, learnt alſo to ſing to 
e the Honour of God, for the Nativity of Chriſt 3 


ir it. B 4 Fr 
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For the Shepherds returned, ploriſying and raiſe 
(A ſor all the Things that 50 f . ſeen, Þ 
As it was told unto them. JE N 


But the Angels had told the Shepherds, That F 
the Nativity was glad Tydings of great Foy unte ſays, 
ail People, and that the Heavens declared the Glo- that 
ry of God, and the Firmament ſhew'd his Hand). part 
work ; this alſo was told abroad, even to the jew 


Gentiles by a Sign from Heaven. For there was Þ 1, 
2 Prophecy of Falaam, famous in all the Eaſtern or ( 
Country, and Recorded by Moſes, Numb. 24. and 
17. There ſhall come a Star out of Jacob, and 4 exce 
'Scepter ſhall ariſe out of Iſrael ; cut of Jacob ſhall to 
come He that ſhall have Dominion. hich tho' he 
in its firſt Senſe, it ſignified David, who was j Jud 
the Conqueror of the Moabires ; yet in a more furp 
myſterious Senſe, it related to the Son of David : Þ F 
And in Expectation of the Event of this Prophe- 4,: 
cy, the Arabians, the Sons of Abraham by Ke a w 
ab, who were great Students in Aſtronomy, vel! 
and the Motions of the Planets, expected with the 
much Sollicitude, the Revelation of a mighty Þlen: 
Prince in Fadea, at ſuch time as a miraculous of 
and extraordinary Star ſhould appear: And Hoc 
therefore, 2 was born in Bethlehem of n 
Judea, in the Days of Herod the King, there s, 
ame Wiſe Men, inſpired by God, and taught 
by their Science, and pre yo by Prophecy, 
Jo the Eaſt to Jeruſalem, and asked confident- 
y, and in great openneſs, under the Ear and 
Eye of a tyrant Prince, Bloody and Timerous, 
Jealous and Ambitious ; where is he that is born 
King of the Jews? For we have ſeen his Star in the Ba}; 
Eaſt, and are come to Worſhip him. The "_ , 
- 2 +. 
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© ſup oft: this Star was an Angel, or ſuch a Pill. e 
Y of Fire as went before the J/raelites by Night, 
during their Travels in the Wilderneſs. . * 
| Theſe Eaſtern Princes, of whom St. Cyprian 
OF ſays, It was an old Tradition of the Church; 
40. Ry e Ki 

that they were Kings, or rather little Lords o 

particular Places, (like thoſe of whom TJoſhus 
he ſlew thirty in one Bartel) declared the Myſteri- 
as 7 ouſmeſs of the Star, and that it was no Prodigy 
nor Comer, foretelling Diſeaſes,” Plague, War 
4. and Death, but only the happy Birth of a moſt 
excellent Prince, yet it brought Aﬀrightment 
ul to Herod, (and all Jeruſalem with him) who, 
0 when he heard that a King was to be born in 
as Fydea, thought he ſhould be diſpoſſeſt of his u- 
re ſurped Poſſeilion of the Kingdom. | 
4: For Foſephus relates, That his Father named 
e* Þ Antipater, was an Idumean, and that Herod bein 
Ce- a well-monied Man, Induſtrious, Factious, and 
Y, well accompliſhed, he was in great Favour wittr 
th che Romans, and by his rare Qualities, he at 
ty length married the Dangling of Hircanus, King 
of Tudea, who deſcended Lineally from the 
Houſe of David, and Tribe of Judah. Hircas 
nus being afterward defeated in a Battel by the 
SErrtians, they carried him Captive into that 


ht Country; hereupon, Herod haſtens to Rowe, 
Y. and by the Favour of Mark Anthony, and Au- 
* ouſtus, he was created King of Judea, by the 
nd 


enate of Rome, although Hircanus, and his 
hree Sons, Antigonus, Alexander, Ariſtobulus, 
nd divers others of the Royal Blood, were all- 
alive; but he ſoon found Means to get Hireas 
ar into his Hands, and murdered him, with his 
5 , -— ,- _— 
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34 The Life of our 
younger Brother Ariſtobulus, his Wife Marign- bed 
ne, the Daughter of Hicanus, and his three fie 
Sons, all of the Royal Houſe of Judab ; hef Pech 
likewiſe flew Forty of the principal Noblemen, | fo 
and all the Fandel in, or ſeventy two Senators prete 
of the ſame Tribe ; he killed the Chief of the %. 
Sect of the Phariſees ; he burnt the Genealogies ] I 
of all the Kings and Princes of Fudab, and hiredPtici: 
an Hiſtorian to draw out a Pedigree from his] Fe 
Progenitors, as if they were deſcended from the 


—— — 
- 
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Ancient Kings of Judah; he ſold the High- 
Prieſthood to Strangers, and made ſich Havock 
of the Family of Judah, as no part of the Go- 
vernment,or Dignity remained in any of them. 
And at this time Jeſus, of the ſame Houſe, and 
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Line of Judah, was born in Bethlehem. 
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Now Herod imagining that an Heir was ſentÞSpir 
From Heaven to challenge the Kingdom, whof zan 
Þrought a Star and the Learning of the EaifFih 
with him, as Evidence and Credentials of his] e u 
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Together, 
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vately of the Wiſe Men, what time the Star 


Title; reſolved, if poſſible, to defeat the De- 


crees of Heaven, either by Policy or Violence; 


and calling the chief Priefts and Scribes of the People 
| found they all determined, that 
Bethlehem of Fudea was the Place deſigned by 
Ancient Prophecy, and God's Decree, where 
Chriſt ſhould be f Next, he inquired pri- 


appeared, which had no regular Motion accord- 
ang to the Courſe of Nature, but guided the 
{Magi in their Journey, ſo that it ſtood when 
they ſtood, and moved not when they reſted 
making no more haſte than they did, who car- 
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Blefſed Savrour: 
Jhe Star along with them. And they having f- \\ 
$:fied him in his Queſtions, he ſent them to 
he $orhlchem, with Inſtructions, to ſearch N 5 
en, h for the young Child, and to bring him Word, 
ors pretending that he would come and Worſhip him 


the %. . | 
ies] The Wiſe Men proſecuted the Buſineſs of 
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their Journcy, and had ing heard the King, the 
ſeparted, and the Star (which as it ſeems, ſti 
attended their Motion) nent before them, until 
5 came and ſtood over where the young Child was; 
: here when they ſaw the Star, they rejoyced with 
5 great Foy, Such a Joy as wearied Ira 


vellers find, when they are come to the End 


or their Journey, or earring their Inn. A Joy 
Nature, of Wonder, and Religion, and their 


ent 


Spirits being heightned with Expectation, they. 


ho] ran into the Houſe where they ſaw the young Child. 
af vit h Mary his Mother; and poſſibly they might 
his ſbe under ſome Sur prize, when inſtead of Pomp 
De- and Gayety, they ſaw. the great King's Throne. 
ce; to be a Manger, a Stable his Chamber of Pre- 
ble ſence, a thin Court, and no Miniſters, and the 
hat King himſelf a pretty Babe, and but that he had 
by] Star over his Head, nothing to difſtinguiſh-. 
him from the common Condition of Children, 

ori- or to excuſe him from the Miſeries of a. poor 
tar empty Fortune, 8 
rd- This did not ſcandalize thoſe. Wiſe Perſons, 

the but being convinced by that Teſtimony from 

ien Heaven, and the Union of Circumſtances, they, 
ed, fell down 1 after. the manner 

ar- of the Eaſtern People, when they pay Venera- 
t or tzon to their Kings; not with a Salutation, and; 
— - - -. . -..._ 


» 
* - 


8 36 | The Life' of or 
Bleſſing in Words only, but they bring Preſents, 
and come into his Courts ; for when they had open- 
ed their Treaſures, they preſented unto him Gifte, 
Gold, Frankincenſe and Myrrh. Seeming to de- 
Clare their Faith of three Articles by this Obla- Þ 
tion: By Gold, that he was a King; by Incenſe, Þ 
that he was a God, and by Myrrh, that he was 
a Man: Or as others Imagine that if there was 
any Myſtery in theſe Offerings, Gold might , 
ſignifie Acts of Mercy; Myrrh, the Chaſtity ot! 
Mind, or Purity of our Bodies, to the Incor- 
ruption of which Myrrh is eſpecially Inſtru- 
mental; and by his Incenſe, our Prayers, as“ 
ahe moſt proper Preſents to the Honour and Ser- 
vice of this young King: But whatever Mens 
Opinions were, the Act of Adoration was di- 
rect and religious; the Myrrh, was Medicinal! 
to his tender Body ; and Incenſe, poſſibly then 
Vas neceſſary in a Stable, the firſt Throne of his Þ 
Humility, and the Gold was a good Antidote Þ 
againſt the preſent Indigencies of his Poverty: Þ c 
Such Preſents as theſe were uſed in all the Eat, pc 
{eſpecially in Arabia and Saba, to which the © K 
growth of Myrrh, and Frankincenſe were pro- ea 
Per) in their Addreſſes to their Gods, and to af 
their Kings, with which under the Vail of Fleſh, m. 
they worthipped the Eternal Word, the Wiſ- Þ G. 
dom of God under Infant Innocency ; the Al- Þ tu: 
mighty Power in ſo great Weakneſs, and the in 
Ne wen of Majeſty, and Divine Glory, under M 
the lowneſs of Human Nature. | th. 
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- When the Wiſe Men had paid the Tribute of O 
their Offerings and Adoration, being warned in wa 
their Sleep by an Angel, nat to return to . ty 
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Bleſſed Saviour: . 34 3 
they returned into their own Country another may, 
fully ſatisfied of the Truth of what they had 
heard and ſeen, and taught by this rare Demon- 
ſtration which was made by Chriſt, that Man's 
Happinefs did not at all conſiſt in the Afflu- 
ence of worldly Riches, Poſſeſſions, and windy 
Honour, having ſeen the Eternal Son of God. 
poor and weak, and unclothed of all exteriour 
Ornaments, they renounced the World, and re- 
tired into the Receſſes of Religion, and the 
Delights of Science. 
And now the Bleſſed Saviour of the World, 
having aſſumed the Nature of ſinful Man, who 
had broken the Divine Commands, he was to 
put that Nature into a ſaveable Condition, by 
fulfilling his Father's Preceptive Will, and 
then to reconcile it actually, by ſuffering the 
juſt Deſervings of its Prevarications ; he there- 
tore addreſſes himſelf to all the Parts of an, 
active Obedience, and when eight Days were ac- 
compliſhed for the Circumciſing the Child, he ex 
poſed his tender Body to the  Circumcifings 
Knife, and ſhed his Blood in Drops, giving an 
earneſt of thoſe Streams of Blood which he did 
afterwards pour out, for the cleanſing of Hu- 
man Nature, and extinguiſhing the Wrath'of 
God. He had no Sin, nor was conceived by nas 
tural Generation, and could have no Stains 
in Soul or Body, which need be cleanſed by this 
Myſtery ; neither indeed do we find it expreſſed, 
that Circumciſion was ordained for pardon: of 
Original Sin, though it is preſumed ſo; but it 
was inftituted to be a Seal of a Covenant be- 
tween God and Abraham, and his Poſterity 3 
RY, 42 
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a Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, and therefore 
was not tmproper for him to ſuffer who was the 
Child of Abraham; and who was the Prince of 
the Covenant, and the Au hor and Finiſher of 
that Faith, which was promiſed to Abrabam in 
Circumciſion ; but ſo Myſterious were all the | 
Actions of Jeſus, that this. one ſerved many Þ. 
Ends. For I. it gave Demonſtration of the | 
Verity of Human Nature. 2. Hereby he be- 
an to fulfil the Law. 3. It took from him- 
{elf the Scandal of Uncircumciſion, which 
would eternally have prejudiced the Jens, a- 
gainſt his Entertainment and Communion with 
him. 4. He then took upon him that Name 
which declared him to be the Saviour of the 
World; which as it was finiſhed in the Blood 
of the Croſs, fo it was begun in the Blood of 
the Circumciſion. For when the eight Days nere 
applied, his Name was called ſeſus: This 
Name his Parents impoſed upon him, which 
the Angel told: to his Mother, a Name above 
every Name; for in old time God was known, Þ þþ 
by the Names of Power, of Nature, of Majeſty ;; th 
but his Name of Mercy was reſerved till now, Þ hi 
when God: did purpoſe to pour out the whole Þ 
Treaſure of his Mercy, by the Miniſtry of his 
Holy Son. 
But this Holy Family longed till they might 
de permitted to Addreſs to the Temple, that 
chere they might preſent the Holy Babe to his 
Father, in his own Houſe ; for though while 
be was a Child, he did differ nothing from. a 
Servant, yet he was Lord of the Place, it bein 
N Fathers Houſe, and indeed, Lord of all. 
2 Niere: 
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Bleſſed Sx vious.  |.39 
Therefore, when the Days of the Purification were 
accompliſhed, they brought him to Jeruſalem, to pre- 
fent him to the Lord; to whom he was Holy, as 
being the Firſt-born of his Mother, the onty be- 
” gotten Son of his Father, and the Fir/i-born of every 
* Greature; and they did with him according to the 
Lan of Moſes, offering a Fair of Turtle Doves, 
* for his Redemption. | 
And as there was no publick Act about this 
Holy Child, but it was attended by ſomething 
Miraculous and Extraordinary ; at this Inſtant 
the Spirit of God directed Simeon, a holy Per- 
ſon into the Temple, that he might be ſenſtble 
of the fulfilling of a Prophecy made to himſelf, 
That before his Death, he wight behold. the L:rd 
+ Cori, and embrace the Glory and vj ne of 
IIrael, and the Light of the Gentiles in his Arms 
and accordingly he ſpake glorious Ihings of | 
chat Child, and Things ad and glorious con- 
„ cerning his Mother; that the Child was ſer for 
* the riſing and falling in Iſrael, for a Sign that 
Phbould be ſpoken againft; and the Bitterneſs. of 
that Contradiction, ſhould. pierce the Heart of 
his Holy Virgin Mother like a Sword; that her 
} Joys might be a little allayed with the preſent : 
Revelation of her future Trouble. * 
Old Anna the Propheteſs came alſo in, full 
t | of Years and Joy, and found the Reward. of 
t her inceſſant Prayers and Faſting in the Jem 
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-were faint, and their Eyes dim, as doubting he 
would be long in coming; the alſo prophecied 
and gave T hanks unto the Lyd. But Foſeph and 
his Mother marvelſed at theſe Things which were 
ſpoken of bim; and Mary having received the 
greateſt Favour that any of the Daughters of 
Adam ever did, and knowing from whence, 
and for whoſe Glory the had received it, return- 
ed the Holy Jeſus in a Preſent to God again, for 
ſhe had nothing ſo precious as himſelf to make 
Oblation of; and becauſe by the Law of 
AAcſes, every Firſt-born among rhe Males, was 
do be Holy to the Lord; the Holy Mother 
brought a Pair of Turtle Doves, or Pigeons, to 
redeem the Lamb of God from the Anathema, 
becauſè every Firſt-born was to be offered to 
God, or redeemed if it was clean. This was a 
poor Man's price, and the Bleſſed Jeſus was ne- 
ver valuedat an higher Rate, while he was up-- 
+ on Earth. For he that was Lord of the Uni- 
verſe, choſe his Portion among the Poogof this 
World, that he might advance the Poor to the 
Riches of his Inheritance ; for at his Birth he was 
poor, at his Circumciſion poor, and in the like- 
neſs of a Sinner; at his Preſentation poor, like 
a Sinner and a Servant, for he choſe to be re⸗ 
deemed at a very mean Price. 

Herod having long waited for the return of the 
Wiſe Men, to give him Directions where to find 
the Child, that his Sword might do certain 
Execution upon him, when he ſaw he was mocked 
of them, he was exceeding Wrath : And though he 


believed the Divine Oracles, foretelling that | 


ll King ſhould be born in Bethlebem; yet his Ams 
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bition made him ſo ſtupid, that he attempted 
to Cancel the Decree of Heaven. For if he did 
not believe the Prophecies, why was he trou- 
bledꝰ If he did believe them, how could he 
poſſibly hinder the Errand, which God had fore- 
told, himſelf would certainly bring to paſs? 
And therefore, ſince Providence had prevented 
him from bathing his own Sword in the Blood 
of the Bleſſed Child; he reſolv'd to ſend a Sword 
of Indiſcrimination and Confuſion , hoping 
that if he killed all the Babes of Bethlebem, this 
He therefore ſent forth and ſlew all the Children 
> young King's reign would alſo ſoon Determine. 
| tha were in Bethlehem, and in all the Coaſts there- 
cf, from two Tears old and under, according to the 
num which he bad diligently enquired FA e Wiſe 
Aen. For this Execution was in the beginning 
of the ſecond Year after Chriſt's Nativity, as in 
all Probability we gueſs, not at the two Years + 
end, as ſome ſuppoſe; becauſe as his Malice 
3 vas ſubtle, ſo he intended it Hud be ſecure, 
e | and was near the time of his Computation. 
s | The Maſlacre was fad, cruel and univerſal g © 4 
* 
e 


rr 


no Compaſſion was taken at the dreadful 
Shrieks of the Mother; no tender hearted Sole - | 
dier was employed; no hard hearted Perſon | 1 
vas ſoftned by the weeping Eyes, and pity begs j 
ie ging Looks of thoſe Mothers, chat wondred=1 2 
id how it was poſhible for any one to hurt their 
in pretty Sucklings ; there was no Protection, na 
d Defence avnini theſe ſavage Buteheries, no In- 


Mili * 


—— 


he dulgence to any; infomuch that Herod cauſed 
4 his own Child, which was at Nurſe in the Coaſt 
m= ef Berhlehem to bleed to Death, (who as 1 
— 183888 8 dne 


©. 


\ 
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the Few writes) was deſcended by his Mother's 
_ fide of the Tribe of Judah, which barbarous 
Cruelty being told to Auguſtus, he ſaid, That in 
Herod's Fmily, it were better to be a Hog than 4 
Son, ſince being a Few, he was forbid to kill 
or eat Swines Fleſh,though he was not aſhamed 
to murder his Child ; the Sword being thus 
made ſharp by Herod's Commiſion, ſlaughter d 
fourteen thouſand innocent Infants ( as the 
Greeks in their Calendar, and the Aion of 
Ethiopia do Commemorate in their Liturgy.) 
For Herod Crafty and Malicious, that is a fi- 
niſht Tyrant, had cauſed all the Children toe 


'X —— 
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brought together, which the poor credulous 
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ſuffer d themſelves and. their Babes to be be- 
trayd to an irremidiable Butchery. Then was 
fulfilled what was ſpoken by exemy the Prophet,ſay 
mg, Lamentation and Weeping, and great Mourn- 
ing; Rachel weeping for ber Children, and would 
ant be comforted. the Inſtances of Sadneſs 
vere little enough to expreſs the great Weeping 
E when fourteen thouſand Mothers in one Day, 
aw their pretty Babes, pouring forth their 
) [© Blood into that Boſom, whence not long before 
they had ſucked Milk, and inſtead of thoſe 
pretty Smiles, which uſe to endear their Affecti - 
s ons, nothing but affrighting Shrieks, and pale 
ghaſtly Looks. The Mourning was great, like 
the Mourning in the Valley of Hinnom, and there 
vas no Comtorter ; their Sorrow was too deep 
to receive any prefent Conſvlation, and no- 
thing but length of Time could allay their wo». 
1 tul Grief. „ ge Berra OY 
But the Malice of Herod went farther, into tile 
Hill- Country, and hearing that great Things -* 
were ſpoken of 7Fohn, (called the Baptiſt) the 
Son of Zachary, as if he was deſigned to ſome 
eminent Miniſtry about this great Prince, he 
deſigned to make void the Prophecies con en 
ing him alſo, and ſent a Meſſenger of Death to 
find him out. But the Mother s early care pres - 
vented his Deſign, by conveying her Son into 
Deſart Places, where he continued, till. the img 
pointed for his Man i fe ſtar ion unto Iſtael: But as 
he Cluldren of Bethlebem died in the ſtead of 
Chriſt, fo did the Father of the Bapt iſt dĩe for 
his Child; for Herod ſlew Zachary between the \ 
demple ang the Altar; becauſe he retuſed ta be- 


U 
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tray his Son to the Fury of that raging Beaſt, ble 
though ſome eminent Primitive Chriſtians, Ap 
Had a Tradition, that a Place being ſeparated in Je, 
the Temple for Virgins, Zachary ſuffered the M*?” 
Bleſſed Virgin to abide there after the Birth of 
the Holy Jeſas, affirming her to be ſtill a Virgin, be 
and that for this reaſon not Herod, but the] , 

Scribes and Phariſees did kill Zachary. _ 

Tertullian reports that the Blood of Zachary had N | 

ſo beſmeared the Stones of the Pavement, which ede 
was the Altar the good Prieſt was facrificed on, Pen 

that no Art nor Induſtry could waſh the Tincture lH, B 

out, the Dye and Guilt being both Indelible; + 

as if becauſe God did intend to exact of that 1, 

Nation, all the Blood of righteous Perſons from 

Abel to Zacharias, who was the laſt of the Mar- 
tyrs of the Synagogue, he would bear a Cha- | 

racer of their Gui t in their Sight, to upbraidÞ 

their Irreligion, Cruelty and Infidelity. Some 
there are, who affi rm that thoſe Words of ow 
Blefſed Saviour, not to relate to any Zachary 
who had been already ſlain, but to a Prophecy 
of the laſt of all the Martyrs of the Jews who 
ſhould be flain immediately before the Deſtru- 
Aion of the laſt Temple, and the ExterminationÞ 
of their Nation. Certain it is, that ſuch a 
| Zachary the Son of Baruch (if we may believe 
Joſepbus) was ſlain in the Middle of the Tem- 
ple, a little before it was deſtroyed ; and wis 
3 to the Nature of the Prophecy, and 
the Reproof here given by our Bleſſed Saviour 
That from Abel to Zachary, ſhould take in 4 
te Righteous Blood, from Firſt to Laſt, till the. 
Iniquity was compleat ; and it is not h wi 
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1 Apoſtle St. James, for whoſe Death many of the 
in ens were of Opinion, God deſtroyed their Ci- 


he iy, ſhould be left out of the Account, which 
e would certainly be, if any other Zachary ſhould 
be meant than he whom they laſt flew; and 
he therefore St. Cyprian expounds what we read in 
" Mhe paſt Senſe to ſigniſie the Future, and inſtead of 
ad [De ſlew, Reads, ſhall ſlay, according to the Stile 
ich | tren uſed by Prophets, and as ſometimes an un- 
hat N 2rtain dignification will bear. 75 
. Bur the firſt great Inſtance of the Divine 
Vengeance for theſe Executions was upon He- 
d, who in a very few Years after, was ſmitten 
God with ſo many Plagues and Tortures, 
that himſelf above ſeemed like an Hoſpital of 
he Incurable ; for he was tormented with a ſoft, 
Jlow Fire, like that of burning Iron in his 
Body; in his Bowels with intolerable Colicks 
and Ulcers ; in his ſhameful Parts with Worms; 


7 


oor in his Feet with Gout ; in his Nerves with 
. onvulſions; Difficulty of Breathing, and out 
By | t divers Parts of his Body, iſſued out ſo noi; 


ome and ulcerous a Stench, that the Lothſom- 
cſs, Pain, and Indignation, made him once 
Match up a Knife wk. 

imſelf, but that he was prevented by a Nephew 
ff his, who then attended him; but the Heart 
f Herod was only the more hardened by the 
oads of Divine Wrath ; God began his Hell 
ere, and the Pains of Hell never made any 
Aan leſs wicked. For Herod perceiving: that 
ee muſt now dye, firſt put to Death his Son 
Intipater, under pretence that he would have 


-- 


ble that the Blood of our Bleſſed Lord, and the- 


purpoſe to have killed 


_ poifon- | 


--4 


fe, might, for curſed Malice, and exalredſ 
Villany, out-do all the reſt ; becauſe he believed 


the 


Jeniſh Nation would rejoyce at his Death 
he aſlembled all the Nobles of the People, and 
ut them in Priſon ; giving ſtrict charge to hi 
Siſter Salome, that when he was at the Point of 
Death, they ſhould all be ſlain, that his Deatif 
might be lamented with a rea] and univerſap 
Sorrow, But God that brings to naught th: 
Counſels of wicked Princes, turned the D 
"againſt the Intendment of Herod ; for when nd 
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pon him; and that the laſt Scene of his 
1 


1 
a 
11 


l 


| 


eſigſ 


was dead, and could not call his Siſter to ac] ſe 
count, for diſobey ing his moſt bloody and un ju 
righteous Commands, ſhe releaſed all the im P. 
pri ſoned and deſpairing Gentlemen, and mad zo 
the Day of her Brother's Death,a perfect ſubileſ hi, 


' a Day of Joy, ſuch as that when the Jens werf re: 
delivered from the Violence of Haman, in ii th. 
Days of Him. Id. 
All this while God had provided a Sanctus, 
for the holy Child Jeſus, who ſeeing the ſecrq Co 
- Purpoſes ot Blood which Herod had contriveq the 
"ſent his Angel, who appeared to Joſeph in WM 1dc 


Dream, ſaying, Ariſe and take the young Child ay tan 
| bis Mother, and fly into Egypt, and be there until ] 
bring thee Word. For Herod will ſeek the h gri 
| Child to deſiroy him. Then he aroſe and took if wh 
young Child and his Mother by Night, and dean of! 
into Egypt. FJoſeph and Mary inftantly aril. Ye: 
and without enquiring how they ſhall live the ed 
or when they ſhall return, or how be ſecurF-ma1 


or what Accomodations they ſhall have in the obe 
Purney, but in the Night they began but 
= Pilgrim ther 


- - 
. 
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Pilgrimage with the Chearfulneſs of Obedience, 
and the Confidence of Hope, and the- Joys of 
Love, knowing themſelves 5 recom- 
nced for all the Trouble they could endure 
y being Inſtruments of the ſafety of the Holy 
Jeſus : The Ancient Father's ſay, They made 
their firſt Aboad in Hermopolis, in the Country 
>rſaÞd of Thebais; whither when they firſt arrived, 
- this the Child Jeſus, being by Deſign or Provi- 
ſigh) dence, carried into a Temple, all the Statues of 
n I the Idol Gods fell down, like Dagon at the Pre- 
ſence of the Ark, and ſuffered their timely and 
juſt Diſſolution, and Diſhonour, according to the 
Prophecy of [jaiah : Behold the Lurd ſhall come in- 
mad to Egypt, and the Idols of Egypt ſhall be moved at 
dile bis Preſence. And in the Life ot the Prophet Fe- 
wei remiah, written by Epiphanius, it is reported, 
a ti that he told the Egyprian Prieſts, That their 
Idols ſhould be broken to pieces, when a Holy 
turf gin with her Child, ſhould enter into their 
ſecreſy Country; which Prophecy, poſſibly might be 
iveg the cauſe chat the Egyptians, betides their vain 
in Idols, aud falſe Gods, did Worſhi p alſo an In- 
d af fant in a Manger, and a Virgin in her Bed. 
unti From Hermopolis to Maturæa theſe Holy Pil- 
vou grims went for their Safety and Subſiſtance, 
ok where it was reported, they dwelt in a Garden 
par ot Balſom, till Zoſeph being at the end of ſeven 
ariſ Years, (as it is commonly believed) aſcertain- 
the ed by an Angel of the Death of Herod, and com- 
curd manded to return to the Land of Jſrae], he was 
the obedient to the Heavenly Viſion and returned; 
ty put hearing that Archelaum reigned in his Fa- 
ther ss ſtead; and knowing the Crue!ty ag, Am- 
tion 


— 
> 
2 


+ The Life of u 


AY bition of Herod, was hereditary, or intailed 
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upon his Son, he was warned to turn aſide to 


the ſame Providence God expreſſes to all ſincere 


' Chriſtians, and will free them from all their 
Pains, Sorrows and Troubles, if they wait his if 
good Time, and in the mean while do their Du- 


ty, and depend upon his Aſſiſtance ; the Holy 


Jeſus having gone before them, will aid them, 


and at length make their Condition eternally 


Happy. i : | 
From the Return of this Holy Family to Judea, 


and their Habitation in Nazareth, till the bleſ- 


the Parts of Galilee, under the Juriſdiction ot 
' Philip, the Son of Herod alſo, where Arche laus 
had no Authority; the Holy Family were not | 
Sollicitous about their Return, nor diſtruſtful of F 
Divine Providence, but full of Poverty, San- 
ctity and Content, waited God's time, at the 
the Return of which God delay'd not to recal n 
them from Exile, out of Egypt he called his Son, 
and directed Foſeph's Fear and Courſe, that he 
ſhould drive to a Place free from Danger. And 


ſed Child Jeſus was twelve Years of Age, we Wy 


have nothing tranſmitted to us of any Authen- 
tick Record, but that they went to Feruſalem 


every Year at the Feaſt of the Paſſover. And 
when Feſus was twelve Years old, and was in the 
Holy City, attending upon the Paſchal Rites, þ 


and ſolemn Sacrifices of the Law ; his Parents 
having fulfilled their Days of the Feaſt, went home. 


ward, ſuppoſing the Child had been in the Caravan 
among his Friends; going before a whole Days 


Tourney, and when they fought and found him not, 
% retwned to Jeruſalem, full of Tears and Sor- 
$OWS, 


Bleſſed SAviou: 49. 
os, and for three Days could not find him; at 
> ngth entring into the Temple to pray to God 
Lo knew their Deſires, changed their Sor- 
12 N and Wonder; for there the Mo- 
*t her found the Hol) Son ſitting in the midit of the. 
F octort, bot h bearing them and asking them Gueſtions ; 
- Id when they go him, they were amazed, and. 
ie were all that Heard him at his Underſtanding and 
al ners, beyond his Education, beyond his 
n, Mrperience, beyond his Years, and even be- 
ne And the common Attainments of the beſt Men, 
id [@ſcourſing with the Spirit of a Prophet, tlie 
re emonſtration of an Angel, and the height of 
ir Wſpiriation ; for here in the very literal Senſe, y 
1s Med out of the Months of Babes, ordained S rengtk. 
u- Glad were the Parents of the Child to find 
ly Wn Initiated with a Miracle, and when he; 
m, ve them account of his Employment, which; 
Uy ey underſtood not, ſaying, Hon is it that ye" 
abt me? ict you not that I mut be about my 
ea, Wether « Buſineſs, But Mary kept all theſe Sayings; 
eſ-W her Heart; And he went down with them, and. 
we We to Nazareth, and was ſubject unto them ; And 
en- increaſed in Wiſdom, and Stature, and in Fas, 
[en Wir with God and Man; and no doubt lived in 
ind Holineſs and Humility, ſhewing great Signs, 
the Wiſdom, and thereby endearing himſelf to- 
tes, ¶ that beheld his Converſation, and confirm= 
nts them in the Expectation which his Miracu- 


ume · us Birth had created of him; increafing'in *-=Y 


vail ſoportion to his great Beginnings to a miras. 


Jays ous Excellency of Grace, ſweetneſs of De- 
not, Neanour and excellency of Underſtanding. : 
Sorel C When 
WI, 
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' after forty Days his Mother died, and his Farhe: 
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2 Life of Auſterity, to ho 
Prayers, and Communion with God; - þis Mente 
went being of Camels Hair, and 4 Leatbern Ginfenan 


fections and Fears of a Mother could expreſ 
in thoſe barren Solirudes : It is recorded, That 
the Child was abcut eighteen Months old whey 
he firſt Hed to this melancholy Sanctuary, bu 


Zachary Ylain at his Miniſtration, which hayſWex 
— about this Time, in the Court of t-HMfte 
mple; ſo that the Child was expoſed to al 
the Dangers and Infelicities of an Orphan, in 
Flace of Solitarineſs and Diſcomfort, in a tin 
when a bloody King meditated his DeſtruQion 
but when his Father and Moher were taken fri 
bim, the Lo/d tork him up. For the Greeks hav 
2 Tradition, That God deputed an Angel to | 
his Guardian, and Nouriſher, as he had fo: 
merly done to Iſhmael, who dwelt in the Wi 
defneſs ; and to Elias when he fled from t Fo 
Rage of Ahab, ſo to this Child who came Hern. 
the Spirit of Elias, to make DemonſtratioW<mp. 
that there can be no Want nor Danger, wheſpnd 1 
God undertakes the Care and Proviſion for He 
Children. ary . 
- The Entertainment that he met with in tit hi: 
Wilderneſs, was ſuch as might diſpoſe him Feptic 
I Contemplation ut 11 


about his Loins, and bis Meat was Locuſts, and wild- 
Hey: And thus he continued till he was about 
thirty Years of Age, and then, ix rhe ſi fteenth 
Year of Tiberius, Pontius Pilate being Governuar 
of er the Word of God came unto john in the 


IWilderneſs, and he came into all the Country of Judea, 
ac Mpreaching and baptizing. This John, according 
reſto the Prophecies of him and deſignation of his 


perſon by the Holy Ghoſt, was the Fore-runner 
of Chriſt, ſent to diſpoſe the People for his 
Entertainment, and prepare his Ways ; whom all 
che Jewiſh Writers of that Time, mention with 
xxceeding Praiſe ; and Foſephus who lived ſoon 
after the Death of Chriſt, ſays, That he was a 
moſt excellent Man, of whom it was written by 
he Prophet Malachy, Behold, I will ſend my 
Meſſenger, and he ſhall prepare the Way before 
ne i was theretore neceſſary that he thou!d 
be a Perſon of conſummate Virtue and Holi- 
es, that the Purity of his Life might gain 
redit and Reputation to the Teſtimony he 
fon to give concerning his Lord, the Saviour of 
he World, which happened accordingly. L 
For as the Baptiſt while he was in the Wik 


nd ſingular Auſterity ; ſo when he appeared to 
Wie World, he ſeemed to be a very extraordis 

ary Man, and the Wonders which were, great 
t his Birth, and the Prediction of his Cows 
Feption, which never had before happened, 


Bleſſed Saviour, _ | 


lerneſs, became the Pattern of a ſolitary, con- 
emplative Life, and an Example of ſanctity 


24 
— 


Fut in the Perſons of Iſaac and Sampſon; the 
ontempt of the World, his morrified Couns 

enance and Deportment, his auſtere and folls 
| C2 tary. | 
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n 
few. 


U 


Fre 
Vdc 
rael, 
and oppreſs no Man; the Soldiers to abſtain dloly 
from Plundring, Violence and Rapine ; andWience 
publickly declared that he was not Chriſt, thathich h 
he only Baptized with Water; but the HolyMrade. 
Jeſus ſhould Baptize with the Holy Ghut, anifſher's 
Fith Fire, and finally denounced Eternal W ratiWurſe 
and Puniſhment to all that were Impenitent pan. 
and from this Day forward, that is, From tg cor 
Days of John Baptiſt, the Kingdom of Heavens En 
| d his 
Empti. 
Ng 1; 
bia. 
ee, b 
ven t 


Bleſſed Saviour: 52 
g, self-denial, and doing Violence to our na- 
-I tural Affections, ſo the Maſter builder himſelf 
Te N ontinued the ſame, by propounding the Glo- 
n- ies of the Heavenly Kingdom, to thoſe only 
? Aw. | 

re- who by bearing his Croſs ſhould obtain the 
ni-TNane. Now was the time that Multitudes 
ig; mould throng and crowd to enter into the 
ea preight Gate and the younger Brothers, ſhe» 
eri Bentile- ſhould ſnatch the Inheritance from the. 
eſeÞ#ers our elder Brothers; Strangers from Na- 
ou pves; the Publicans and Harlots from the Scribe 
ti And Phariſees ; who like violent Perſons ſhall 
wa-Ity their Importunity, Obedience, Warchful- 
rleifgeßs, and Diligence, gain the Kingdom from 
ciſthem to whom it was firſt offered, and Facub 

10iyfhall be loved, and Eſau hated. 1 
From the Diſputation of Feſus with the 
eto Poctors to the time of his Manifeſtation to 
tice hel, which was about eighteen Tears, the 
tainfoly Child dwelt in Nazardh, in great Obes, 
andſience to his Parents working, aa Foes 


thatich his Hands in his ſuppoſed. Father Foſepb's 
lolyſWrade,: for the Support of his. own and his Mo- 
, 4nier's Neceſſities, and that he might bear the 
ratiſfurſe of Adam, that in the: Sweat of bis Brows, |. 
ent ¶ /pould eat his Bread But now the full time be- 
n 1s come, he took his leave of his Mother and 

eaves Employment, to begin his Father's Work, 
Forced his Prophetical Office, in order to the R- 
DeinWmprion of the World; and when John was bap- * 
roacling in Jordan, Jeſus came to John to be bapticead 
n thy bin. And tho the Baptiſt had never ſcen his 

SronFce, . becauſe they had been from their Infancy + 
tionen to ſeveral Places, and deſigned to ſeveral 


Sell * 3 | Offices, - 
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Offices, yet tlie Holy Ghoſt immediately inſpi- 
red 7obn with a diſcerning knowing Spirit, fo 
that at his firſt Arrival-he knew him; and did 
tum Worſhip ; ſo that when 7eſ#s defired to be 
baptized, John forbid him, ſaying, I have need t9 
be baptized of thee, and comeſt tho unto we? But 
our Bleſſed Saviour, who told John that he 
came to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, would receive 


— 


2— — 


that Rite which his Father had inſtituted in or- 
der to the Manifeſtation of his Son; and by 
this Bapriſm he became known to Fohn, ſo chat 
now he pointed at his Perſon in his Sermons 
and Diſcourſes, and by calling him the Land of 
Gad; prophecy d of his Paſſion, and declared 
him ta be che World's Redeemer, and the Sa- 
crifice for Mankind. | As 
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* As ſoon as John had performed his Miniſtry, 
Od Jeſus was baptized, he prayed, and the Hea. 
id vens nere opened, and in the Air appeared a new 
de and glorious Light, he Hoh) Ghoft deſcending 
% lite 4 Dove, and lighting upon him, and a Voice 
at Ml from H-aven, ſaying, This is my beloved Son, in 
he vhm am well-pleaſed. This was the Inaugura- 
tion and Proclamation of the Me ſſias, when he. 
began to be the great Prophet of the New Ce - 
nant: The Dove is Inoffenſſive, and feels no di- 
flurbance nor violence of Paſſions, when its 
deareſt Intereſts are deſtroyed 3 we alſo ought to 
be of an even Spirit inethefaddeſt Accidents 
which uſually di ſcompoſè our Peace, and it 
is certain that where ever the Holy Spirit dpes 
dwell, there alſo Peace and Sanity, Meeknef, 
and Charity, a mortified Will, and an abſolute 
abandoning - our own Inclinations and Deſtres 
do inhabit ; Furthermore, this Dove, like that 
which Noah ſent out of the Ark, did aptly ſig- ; 
nifie, That the. World ſhould berenewed;-and. - i 
all to be turned to a New Geation, and God hamm By 
made a Covenant with us, that unleſs we pre- 
voke him by our Impieties, he will never de- 
firoy the Earth any more; when the Soleninity- 
of his Baptiſm was over, Chriſt aſcended up 
out of the Water, and ſome of the Ancients 
report (but with what certainty we know not) 
thar the Place in that River where his Holy 
Body had been baptized, was indued with a 
s healing Quality, and a Power of curing Lepers, 
ON bathed themſelves therein, in the Faith ot 
eas, But the Manifeſtation of dig Pöwef, 
1 | Cy: 1.395 ** Ws + 
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' Miracles. 


When the Saviour of the World was bapti. 
zed, had opened the Heavens, which never ye: 


had been opened to Man, and was declared the. 


Son of God, 


Fefus was by the Spirit driven int 


the Wilderneſs ; not by an unnatural Violence ſhi 
but by a ſuper-natwal Inſpiration, and Incli- 


nation, for it was the Holy Spirit that bare 
him thither ; he was led by the Good Spirit 


to be tempted of the Evil; whither alſo he re- 


tired to make Demonſtration, that in an active 


Life, ſuch as he was deſigned to, theſe Retire-of 


-ments for Conremplation and Prayer may be 
neceſſary, that we may be thereby enabled to 
teach others, when we have been converſing 
with God. In the Deſert which was reckoned 
four Miles from the Place of his Baptiſm, and 
about twenty from Feruſalem, he Abode thete 
forty Days, and for'y Nights ; where he was per- 
petually diſturbed and aſſaulted with Evil Spi- 
rits, in the midſt of wild Beaſts, in a continu- 
al Faſt, without Eating or Drinking Water; 
and the Angels miniſtred unto him; being Meſſen- 
gers of Comfort, and Suſtentation from his Fa- 
ther for the Support, and Service of his Huma- 
nity, and employed in reſiſting, and diſcoun- 
tenancing the Aſſaults and Hoſtilities of th 
Spirits of Darkneſs. 
Whether the Devils appeared in any horrid 
and affright ing Shape, is not certain; but it is 


more likely that to a Perſon of Chriſt's San ary 
they would appear more Angelical, he not be 
Ing to be affrighted with ugly Phantaſins, wm 
abuſe 


was not till afterwards, for as yet Jeſus did no 
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| nofſf&buſe the Weak, and imperfect Conceptions 
ignorant Veople ; but the Way which Satan 
pti-· Nhe Prince of Devils took, was that at the Ex- 
yerfgication of forty Days, Feſus being Hmgry, he 
thehavited him to eat Bread of his own providing, 
chich might refreſh his Humanity, and prove 
is Divinity; hoping that his Hunger, and the 
Pelire of convincing the Devil, 8 tempt 
im to eat before the Time appointed: Bu Fe- 
Lit; 2 It is nritten, Man ſhall not live by 
re · Npread alone, but by every Word that proceeds ot f 
tireßtte Month ef Cod; meaning that in every Word 
ire of God, whether the Commandment be general 
7 befor ſpecial, a Promiſe is either expreſſed ot im- 
_toÞfplied, of the Supply of all Proviſions, necefſary 
ingMtor him that is doing the Work of God, and 
ned chat this was the preſent Caſe of Jeſu, who 
andſwas then doing his Father's Work, and promo- 
xereFting our Intereſt, and therefore was ſure to be 
der · ¶ provided for, and ſo we may be likewiſe, wien 
pi Ie are performing our Duty. 
nu-F The Devil having failed in this Afſſaule:, 
er; tries him again, requiring ſtill a Demonſtrati- 
en- Jon of his being the Son of God; he ſets him 
Fa · ¶ pon the Pinacle of the E and invites him 
na · ¶ to throw himſelf down, ſaying, If thou be the 
un · ¶ Sn of God, caſt thy ſelf from hence, for it is written, 
the He ſhall give his Angels charge concerning thee, to 
Weep thee, and in their Hand; they ſhall bear thee - 
up leſt at any time tho daſh thy Foot apainſt a Stone. 
ut though our Saviour was ſecured of God's 
Protection, yet he would not tempt God by re- 
quiring an extraordinary Act of his Provi- 
dence, for his unneceſſary Preſervation. Ar 
| „„ % - - >: _ 
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lenge Satan unites all his Power of Stratagen 
and places the Holy Feſus upon an exceedinf 
high Mountain, and by an Angelical Powe: 


repreſents as in a Map all the Kingdoms, GI Jo 
ries, and Beauties of this World, and afſfur h 
Tejns, that all this was put into bis Power to g . > 
And he would beſtow it on him, if he would fall dun cer 
and worſhip him : But oun bleſſed; Redeemer bei th 
47 and angiy at this vile Propoſal, ang e 
dis impudent and blafphemous Demands, an 12 
ſaid, Cet thee hence, behind me Satan, for i:. , 1 
Iritten, thou ſhalt "worſhip the Lord thy God, , g 
hin: only * thou ſerve. The Der il then len e 
bm, An behold, Angels came and miniſtred ang wy 
Him, bringing him ſuch Things as his Neceſſ % 
ties required; after he had by a forty Days Faff 5. 


and Abſtinence, left an Example to his Diſci 
ples and Followers, That Faſting is neceſſanþ 
to a contemplarive Life, and for reſiſting aud : 
overcoming all Temptations and Allurements 0: 
the Devil, and all our Spiritual Enemies. An 2, 
'we may obſerve, That Poverty, Predeſtinatios 
and Ambition are the three Quivers frorh ,;, 
which the Devil drew his Arrows, with which gh 
he thought to prevail againſt Chriſt, but our 
Captain conquered him both for himſelf an fo 
us; whereby we may ſee our Danger, and hov 
ve are provided with a Remedy againſt all ri © 
Temptations of the wicked One. 
ter the Paptiſt by a Sign from Heaven 
was confirmed in Spirit — Underſſeziding, ry 
that Jeſus was the Meſſiah ; he innnegrate) 
publiſhed to the Fews what God had fei 


A to him; and firſt to the Prieſts amt Levite⸗ 
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who ſent a Meſſenger from the Sanbheck im, or 
great Council at Jeruſalem to know who. he was : 
Fobn anſwered immediately, That himſelf was 
not the Chriſt, nor Elias, nor that Prophet 
"WF whom they, by a ſpecial Tradition, did expect 
- | to be revealed they knew not when; and con- 
* 


a 

2 
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cerning himſelf he faid nothing poſitively, but 
that he was the Voice of one crying in the Milder- 
"$7 neſs, make ſtreight the Way of the Lord. This 
Lord was then amongſt them, but not known, . 

a Perſon of great Dignity, the Latchet of whoſe 
© Shoes be was not worthy to unlooſe, or do the mean- 
'-"Þ <£{t Office under bim; who tho' coming after Joh, 

vas to be prefer d before him, who was toincreaſe, 
bu the Baptiſt was to decreaſe, who did Baptixe u 
Þ the Holy Ghoſt and with Fire. 5 

1lhhis was the Character of his perſonal Prero- 
gatives, but as yet no Demonſtration was made 

of his Perſon, till after the Deſcent of the He- 
iy Ghoſt upon him; and then where ever the 
Baptist faw Feſus, he points him out with his 
Finger, Be hold the Lamb of God that taketh. a ] 
the Sins of the World ! This is He. Then he 
ſhews him to Andrew, Simon Peter's Brother, 
and to another Diſciple with him, who < 
followed Feſus, and abode with him +4. Night. | 
Andrew brings his Brother Simon with him, and 
Chriſt Changes his Name from Simon to Peter, 

or Cephas, ichen a Stone. Then, Jes 
-Himſelf finds out Philip of Bethſada, and bad 
bim follow him, and Fhil ꝓ finds out Nathanagl, 
224 #and calls him to ſee; thus like People that » MW 
0 dame out of Darkneſs, when they ſte the Is v 

3 mere 
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| they call to their Parents to be Partakers of this 
nem and ſtrange Revelation. 


When Nathandel was come to Feſus, Chriſt : 
Raw his Heart, and gave him a Teſtimony of be- 


ng truly honeſt, and full of Holy Simplicity, 
An 


} 


ſraelite indeed, in whem is no Guile; and N 


thanael being over-joyed that he had found the] 


Me ſſiab, believing out of Love, and loving by 
'reaſdn of his Joy, having no Suſpicion of his 
Perſdn ; and Jeſus took his Will and the for-. 


. wardneſ$ of ſuch Affection in ſuch good Part, 


that he promiſed him greater Ihings, and this] 


gave occaſion to the firſt Prophecy which was 


*made by him; for Jeſus ſaid unto. him, Becauſe II 
(ſaid 1 2 thee under the Fg: tree, believeſt thou * N 


"Thou 


Tor one of his Apoſiles. 


married, were thought to be but of indifferent 


Fortunes, richer in the Love of their Neigh- Þþ 


- © bours, than in wealthy Poſſeſſions; they had 
| more Company then Wine, which the Bleſſed 
Virgin Mother acquainted Feſws with; —. 

23 Aaniwers 
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alt ſee greater Things than theſe. And Þ 
then Prophecied, Thar he thould ſee Haven 
"opened, and the Angels of Gud aſcending and de- 
Tending upon the San of Man; but he being a 

Docter of the Law, riſt did not chuſe him Þ 


About the ſame time there was a Marriage at 
N of Galilee, in the Neighbour- hood of Þ 
"Chriſt's dwel lag, where John the Evangeliſt Fe 
| *$ by ſome ſuppoſe l, tho without certainty, Þ x 
to be the Bridegroom, to which Jeſus with his Þ Cr 
Mother being invited, he went to do civility Þ 
to the Perſons eſpouſed, and to honour the Ho- 
I. Ordinance of Marriage; the Perſons then 


Bleſſed Sxaviour - 614 
anſwered her, Woman, what have Ito do withthee? |} 
Mine Hour is not yet come : By this Anſwer, 
intending no Denial to his Mother, but to ſig- 
nify he was not yet entred into the Period and 
Years of Miracles, and when he did, it muſt 


not befor reſpec of Kindred or civil Relations, 
but deriving his Power from Above, it muſt be 
do ſerve that Deſign, which he had received in 


charge together with that Power. 


„ $ 0 


And fo his Mother underſtood him, giving 
expreſs Charge to the Attendants, to do wharſo- 
ever he commanded ; Je ſus therefore bid them fill 
the Water-pots which flood there for the uſe 


- of frequent Waſhings, which the Fews uſed in 


all public Meetings, for fear of contracting legal 
Pollutions and Impurities, wherein they ſeem» 
ed too Superſtitious, 14. the very Beds 


and Tables employed at their Feaſts. The Ser- 
voants filled them to the Brim, and as they were 
commanded, drew out, and bare to the Governow | 
of the Feaſt, who knew not of it, till the Miracle 

grew Public, and like Light ſhewed it ſelf; for 
| while they wondred at the Management of the 
| Feaſt, in keeping the beſt Wine till the laſt, it 
grew apparent that he who was Lord of his 


Creatures, could produce new Qualities in that 


; Subject, in which he chuſes to glorify his Son. 
| This beginning of Miracles did Jeſus at Cana in 
Galilee. For all thoſe Miracles that the Popifh 


Legends report to be done by Chriſt in his In- 


| fancy, and Interval of his younger Years, are 


Apoeryphal and Spurious, promoted by the 
credulity of, ſuch Perſons, in whoſe Hearts, 
Eaſineſe, Folly, and Superſtition are bound up 3 

B N | this 
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this firſt Miracle manifeſted his Glory, and his 
Diſciples believed in him. 
Immediately after this Miracle, Jeſus abode 
a few Days in Crpernawm; but becauſe of the 


great. Feaſt of the Paſſover, he aſcended to Fe- N 


ruſalem, where he performed an Act of Holy 
Zcal in behalf of the Honour of the Temple, 


which divers Merchants, and Exchangers of 


Moncy made their Bank, and Market, and 
N Beaſts thither to be ſold for Sacrifice a- 


gain 


rave the Beaſts out of the 


— 
- 


give a Sign of his Vocation, he only foretold 


the Reſurrection of his Body after three Days, 

but expreſſed it in the Metaphor of the Temple; 

' Deſtroy this Temple, and I will buld it again in three 

Body 3 and | 

they underſtood it of the Temple at Feruſalem, 
and jt was never rightly conſtrued till it was ac- 


Days; he ſpake of the Temple of his 


compliſhed. | 
At this public Convention or Aſſembly of the 
-Zewiſh Nation, Jeſus did many Miracles, pub- 
liſhed himſelf to be the Meſſias, and gainec 
many Diſciples, among whom was  Nicedent 
-AVotior of the Law, and a Ruler of the Nati 

on 


the great Paſchal Solemnity; at the 
Sight of which our Saviour being moved with Þ 
Indignation, made 4 3 of © ſmall Cords, and 

emple, 'overthrew the 
accounting Tables, and commanded them that ſold the 
Doves, to take them from thence, For his Anger 
was Holy, and therefore would not have the 
Doves let fly, to the Detriment of the Owners, Þ 
Saying, Make not my Father's Hoyſe, a Huvſe of Þ 
Merchandixe; for it ſhall be called, a Honſe f 
Prayer to all Nations: And being required to 


 __—— 
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for him to apprehend and believe; tells his own 

| which he came to work for Mankind; preaches 

© Impenitent,- and declares the differences of an 
Holy 


Fear of the one, the Confidence and Severity 


mon to Nicodemns, which was the fulleſt of My- 
mons being more Practical. 


Underſtandings were brought into Subjection 
aud Obedience to him, upon Confidence of the 
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on, he came by Night to Feſus, and aſſirmed 
himſelf to be convinced by the Miracles whieh 
he had ſeen, fir no Man can do thoſe Miracles | 
which thou doeſt, excepts God be with him. 7eſus 
then began to inſtru him in the Myſtery of 
Regeneration, ſaying, Yerily, Feriiy, I ſay unto 
thee, except a Man be born again, he cannot enter in- 
to the Kingdim of Cod. This was ſtrange Philo- 
ſophy to Nicodemus, but Jeſus bid him not to 
wonder, for this is not a work of Humanity, 
but a Fruit of God's Spirit, for the Spirit bloxre 
eth here it liſteth; like the Wind which is ap- 
parent in its Effe&s, but ſecret in the Cauſes 
and- Production thereof. Chriſt then ſays, 
There are higher Things, and more Myſterious 


Deſcent from Heaven ; forerells his Death and 
Aitenſton, and the Bleſſing of Redemption 


of the Love of the Father, the Miſſion of the 
Son, the Rewards of Faith, and the Glories of 
Eternity: He upbraids the Tnbelieving and. 


and Corrupt Conſcience, the Shame and 
of the other; and this was the Sum of his Ser- 


8 of any that he ever made, except that im- 
mediately before his Paſſion; all his other Ser- 


From Feruſalem Feſus goeth into the Country 
of Judea, attended by divers Diſciples, whoſe 
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Divinity of his Miracles. There the Diſciples 
received all that came, and baptized them, as 
— at the fame time did, and by that Cere- 

ony admitted them into the Chriſtian Di- 
ſcipline and Inſtitution; according to the 
Cuſtom. of the Doctors and great Prophets a- 
mong the Jens, whoſe baptizing their Scholars, 
was the Ceremony of their Admiſſion. And 
now the Time was come that Chriſt muſt en- 
creaſe, and the Baptist ſuffer Diminution, tor 
Chriſt came from above, and was above Al, and 
the Sum of his Do&rine was, That which be had 
ſeen and heard from the Father, whom God ſent to 
that Purpoſe ; to whom God had ſet his Seal that it 
was true; who ſpake the Mrd of God, hom the Fa- 
ther loved ; to whom he gave the Spirit without Mea- 
ſme, and into whoſe Hinds Ged had delivered all 
Things; this was he whojc Teſtimony the World re- 
ceived not; and that t y might know not only 
what Perſon they flighted, but how great Sal- 
vation alſo they neglected ; John Sums up all 
his Sermons, and finiſhes his Miniſtry with this 
Saying, He that believeth on the Jon hath Ever- 


laſting Life; and he that believeth not the Son, 


— not jee Life, but the Wrath of Grd abideth on 


And now the Baptiſt had fulfiled the. Office 
of bearing witneſs unto Feſus, God was pleaſed F 
to give him his Writ of Eaſe, and beſtow on Þ 
him his Reward upon this Occaſion : Fob» who | 


had learnt to deſpiſe the World, and all the 
Flatteries and Impertinencies thereof, did his 
Duty juſtly, and without reſpect of Perſons, 
and as he reproved the People for their Fw 
an 


* \ 
* — 


and Immoralities, ſo he ſpared not Hrod the 


* ſecond , then King of Judea, but told him 
* plainly in his Sermons, T hat it was not lawful for 
im to marry Herodias, his brother Philip's Wife ; 
for this Sermon he felt the venemous Fury of 


an enraged Woman, and was caſt into Priſon, 


and about a Year after, was ſacrificed to the 


Fcorn and Pride of a laſcivious Mother, and 


| her immodeſt Daughter, being at the end of 


the ſecond Year of Chriſt's Preaching, behead- 
ed by Hirod's Command, who would not re- 


/ tra& his Oath, becauſe of his Honour, and a 


raſh Vow he made in the midſt of his Jollity 


> aud 2 > * — 


and Complacency's of his riotous Dancings; 


His Head was brought up in 4 Diſh, and made a 


Feſtival Preſent to the young Girl, who gave 
it to her Mother, by whoſe Advice ſhe demand- 


ed the Murthering of him, a Barbariſm before 


* unknown in that Count. 


But the Judgments >»: God, which ſleep not 


8 long, ſoon overtook Hr ad; for having turned 


away his Wife, who was the Daughter of Aer 


with Fired , who accordingly defeated his 


be a Judgment on 
villanous Execution of John the Bap iſt; 


Reports, That the dancing Daughter of Hero- 


| whole Army, and forced him to an ingloriou; 


Flight ; which the Jews generally believed to 
im for his unworthy and 


God in his Wiſdom and Severity making one 
Sin to be the Puniſhment of another, 
and neither of them both to paſs with 
Out the Signature of a Curſe; and Nice horus 


aids 
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| lus, a King of Aralia Petrea, to obtain Heradiar, , 
he provoked her Father to commence Wa 


> 
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dias paſſing over a frozen Lake, the Ice broke, 
and ſhe fell up to the Neck in Water, and her 

Head was parted from her Body by the Vio- 
| lence of the Fragments, and ſo periſhed ; di- 


vine Providence cauſing the Judgment to be a 
Repreſentation of her Sin; Herodias her ſelf, 


with her adulterous Paramour Herod, were ba- 
niſhed ro Lions in France, by Decree of the. Ro- i 
man Senate, where they lived inglorioufly, and 
died miſerably ; it is Recorded, That when 


Her Daughter Salome brought the Baptit 3 
Head to her, ſhe thruſt the Tongue through 


with a Needle, in Revenge for what Truth it F 


had uttered againſt her; but ſhe her ſelf paid 
the Charges of her Triumph. 
When Feſus had heard that 


ous againſt himſelf, for the great Multitude of 


People that reſorted to his Baptiſm, which he 


miniſtred, not in his own Perſon, but by the 
Deputation of his Diſciples, they finiſhing the 
Miniſtration which himſelf began, (who, as 
vne of rhe Ancients reports) baptized the Bleſſ- 
ed Virgin his Mother, and Peter only ; and Pe- 
ter baptized Andrew, James, and John, and 


If they others) he left Fudea and came into Galilee, 


paſſing near Schar, a City of Samaria; where in 
the heat of the Day, and wearineſs of his Jour- 
ney, he fate down at the ſide of Jacobs Well; 
whither, when his Diſciples were gone to buy Meat, 
a Samaritane Woman cometh to draw Water, of 
whom Feſus asked ſome to cool, and refreſh him- 
ſelf. Little knew the Woman the Excellency 
of che Perſon that asked fo ſinall a Charity, 


neither 


l ohn was caſt | 
into Priſon, and that the Phariſees were envi- 


neither had ſhe learnt that 4 Cup of cold Water 
given to 4 Diſciple ſhould be rewarded, and much 


proſecuted the Spite of her Nation, and inſtead 
Water of a Samaritane, for the Jews have no deal- 
ing with the Samaritanes. 


Sixth Year of Hezekiaþ, Salmanaſar, King of 


in the Town and Country, who by Divine 
Power of Man could reſtrain or leſſen: The 
King of Ahria thought the Cauſe was, their not 
ferving God according to their Rites of Moſes 


to inſtruct the remaining Inhabitants in the 


! Law to build a Temple on Mount Gerizim, in- 


Bleſſed Saviour 67 


rather ſuch a Freſent to the Lord himſelf, but 


of waſhing Feſus Feet, and giving him Drink, 
demanded of him, why he being a Jew, ſhould act 


The ground of the Quarrel was this : In the 


Ahria, plundred Samaria, tranſported the hw 
lites to Aſſyria, and planted an Aſyrian Colony 


Vengeance, were deſtroyed by Lions, which no 


Law; and therefore ſent a Feniſh Captive Prieft 


Jemiſh Religion; who ſo learned and practiced 
it, that they ſtil] retained the ſuperſiitions Hea- 
then Rites; till Manaſſes, the brother of Faddi 
the High Prieſt of Femſalem, married the 
Daughter of Sanballer, who was the Governout 
under King Darius: Manaſſes being reproved for 
marrying a Stranger, the Daughter of an uncirs 
cumciſed Gentile, and admoniſhed to diſmiſs 
her, flies to Samaria, perſuades his Father-in» 


troduces the Rites of daily Sacrifice, and makes 
himſelf High Prieſt, and began to pretend to 
be the true Succeſſor of Auron, and commences 
a Schiſin, in the time of Alexander the Great. 
From whence the Queſtion of Religion gs 
* 0 
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fo high, that it begat Diſaffection, Anger, A- 


nimoſities, Quarrels, Bloodſhed and Murthers, Þ 
not only in Paleſtine, but where ever a Few and 
a Samaritane had the ill Fortune to meet; ſuch Þ 
being the Nature of Men, that they think it the Þþ 
greateſt Inju y in the World when other Men 
are not of their Opinion; and that they pleaſe 
God moſt, when they are moſt furiouſly Zea-· 
lous; and no Zeal better to be expreſſed, than 
by hating all thoſe whom they are pleaſed to 
think God hates. 

This Schiſm was proſecuted with the greateſt 
Spite that ever any was, becauſe both Parties 
were much given to Superſtition, and this was 

promoted by the Conſtitution of their Religi- 
on, conſiſting much in Externals and Ceremo- 
nies, without their improving them to any 
moral or ſpiritual Senſe, or to Charity; and 
therefore the Jem called the Samaritanes Ac- 
curſed ; again, the Samaritanes at the Paſchal 
Solemnity would at Midnight, when the Jem, 
Temple was open, ſcatter Tag Mens Bones to 
protane and defile the Place, and both would 
fight, and eternally diſpute the Queſtion ; 
ſometimes referring it to an Arbitrator, and 
then the conquered Side would decline the Ar- 
bitration after Sentence; which they did at 
A'exandria before Ptolomens Philometer, when 
li Andronicas by a moving Oration, procured Sen- 
tence againſt T heodoſius and Sabbenr, the Samari- 
tane Advocates; the Sentence was given for 
Feruſalem, and the Schiſm increaſed and conti- 
nued till the time of our Saviour's Conference 
with this Woman. 5 
| And 
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A-! And it was fo implanted, and nxedinto 
re, their Underſtandings, that when this Woman 
nd perceived Jeſus to be a Prophet, the under- 
ich tock the Queſtion with him; Ou Fathers vor- 
he ſhipped in this Mountain, and qe jay Jerulalem is 
en the Place where Men ought to Worſhip. Our Sa- 
aſe Þ viour knew the Schiſin was great enough al- 
ea · ready, and was not willing to make the Breach 
an wider, and though he gave Ieſtimony of the 
to Truth, that Salvation is of the Jews, and ne know 
hat we Worſhip, ye do not; yet becauſe the 

eſt Orcaſion of this Queſtion was ſhortly to be re- 
ies Þ moved, Jeſus takes this Opportunity to preach 
vas the Goſpel, and to reconcile before hand, the 
gi- difagreeing Intereſts, and ſettle a Revelation to 
10- te verified for ever, that neither here nor there 
ny by way of Confinement, nor in one Country 
nd more than another, but where ever any Man 
\c- ſhall call upon God in Spirit and Truth, there he 
hal hall be beard. . | 
em The Holy Jeſus then tells her of Living Wa- 
to ter, of Eternal Satisfactions, of never thirſting 
ald again, of her own perſonal Condition, as to 
n; her Marriages, and declares himſelt to be the 
nd Aſeſſias; And then was interrupted by the com-. 
Ar- ing of his Diſciples, who wondred to ſee him, 
at contrary to his Cuſtom, and uſual Reſervation, 

en talking with a Woman; but ſhe being full of 
en- Þ joy and Wonder, left her Water-pot, and ran in- 
ari- Ito the City, to publith the Mefſtas ; and imme- 
for Idiately all the City came wi to ſee; and many be- 
ieved on him, upon the Teſtimony of the Wo- 
man, and more when they heard his own Dif- 
ourles ; they invited him to the Town, and 
A re) 
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received him with Kindnes and Hoſpita. 
lity for two Days, after which he departed to 
his own Town Galilee; where he was entertain. 
ed with Reſpect, becauſe of the Miracles which / 
the Galileans faw done by him at the Feaſt ;W ;1e 
and being at Cana, where he wrought the firii goe 
Miracle, a noble Perſon (a little King or Ru-. the 
ler) came to Feſ#s with much Reverence, and of I 
Importunity, deſiring that he would immedi- per; 
ately come down to his Houſe, to Heal bis Son why Pal! 
was at the Point of Death. Teſuswho did not 5 
work Miracles by natural Means, cured the 11, 
Child ar Diſtance, and diſmiſſed the Prince, and 
telling him hit Son lived; and by the Account ed þ 
of his Servants, he found that the Child revivedÞ ;,- 
at the ſame. time when theſe healing Words for! 
were. ſpoken by Jeſu upon which Accident heÞ rhe 
and all his Houſe became Chriſt's Diſciples, whe 
Our Saviour then left Nazareth, and came to % 
Capernam, a Maritine Town of great Reſort 
chuſing that for his Scene of As, and his he 
Place of Dwelling. For now the Time was orea 
fulfilled, the Office of the Baptiſt was expired tend 
and the Kingdom of God was at hand; he therefore the. 
preached the Sum of the Goſpe}, Faith and Re-W lieve 
pentance, Repent, and believe the Goſpel, andſ othe 
what that Goſpel was, the Sum and Subſtance be F 
of all his Sermons afterward declared. Fejw hou 
now ſaw it convenient to chuſe Diſciples to Net 
his Miniſtry and Service in the Work of Preach be m 
ing, and to be Witneſſes of all that he ſhould ſay, di they 
or reach, for Ends which were afterward madeſ of rh, 
2 {jus therefore, as he walked by the 
Sea of Galilee, called Simon and dndrew, = 
nne 
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rnew him before by the Preaching of John, and 


| now left their Ship and their Nets, and followed 
| bim. When he was gone a little farther, he 
> calls two Sons of Zebedee, James and John, and 


ey went after him. And with this Family he 


| goes up and down the whole Galilee, preaching 


the Goſpel of the Kingdom, healing all manner 


of Diſeaſes, curing Demoniacks, cleanſing Le- 
pers, and giving Strength to thoſe that had the 
Palſie, and lame Perſons. | 
| But when the People preſſed on him to hear the 
Word of Gerd, he ſtood by the Lake of Geneſaret, 
| and preſently entring into Simon's Ship, command. 
| ed him to Launch into the Deep, and from thence he 
ug hit the People, and there wrought a Miracle; 
tor being Lord of the Creatures, he commanded 
the Fiſhes of the Sea, and they obeyed ; for 
when Simon who had fi ſhed all Night in vain, let 
dunn his Net at the command of Jeſus, he inc loſed fo 
great 4 Number of Fiſhes, that the Net brake, and 
the Hſhermen were amazed, and ſurprixed at (6 
great a Draught; by which Miracle it was in- 
tended that a Repreſentation ſhould be made of 
the Church of Chriſt, and the Multitudes of Be- 
lievers who ſhould be taken by Simon, and the 
other Diſciples who were hereby conſigned to 
be a rot; Men, and by their Holy Doctrines 
mould gain Souls to God, and that when the 
Net ſhould be drawn to Shore, and Separation 
de made at the Day of Judgment by the Angels, 
they and their Diſciples ſhould enter into the Foy 
of the Lord, and the Wicked receive the Porti- 
on of Reprobates. And now the Fame of 7 eſus 
nent into all Syria, and there came to bim _ 

N — tude 
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dea; and all that had any Sick, with divers Diſeaſes, 
brought them to him, and he laid his Hands on 
every one of them, and healed them; and when 
he cured the Lunaticks, and Perſons poſſeſſed 
with evil Spirits, the Devils cryed out and con- 
feſſed him to be Cbriſt, the Son of God, but he 
ſuffered them not: Chuſing rather to work Faith 
m his Diſciples by Moral Arguments and De- 
monſtrations of the Spirit, than by the forced 
Teſtimony of accurſed and unwilling Spirits. 
When q ſaw his Aſſembly full, and his 
Audience numerous, he went up into a Moun- 
min, and when his Diſciples came to him, he 
made that admirable Sermon called, The Ser- 
mon upon the Mount ; which is a Divine Com- 
pendium of ſuch excellent Truths, and contains 
2 Breviary of thoſe Moral Precepts given by 
Maſes, and enlarging their Obligation by a 
Kricter Senſe, and more ſevere Expoſition; 
that their Righteouſneſs 6ught to exceed the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees ; Preaches 
Perfection, and the Doctrines of Meekneſs, and 
Poverty of Spirit, Chriſtian Mourning, deſire 
of Holy Things, Mercy and Purity, Peace and 
ſuffering Injuries; Affixing a ſpecial Promiſe 
of Bleſſing to be the Inheritance of thoſe who 
are endued with theſe ſpiritual Graces and Ex- 
cellencies, he explains ſome Parts of the Ten 
Commandments, and adds Precepts of his owl, 
He teaches his Diſciples to Pray, how to Faſt, 
how to give Alms ; Contempt of the World, 
not to Judge others ; forgiving Injuries ; againſt 
Covetouſneſs and worldly Laws; of brother'y 
& IQs 
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Reproof ; of the Streight Gate, and Narrow 
Way; of falſe Prophets; againſt Hypocriſy”; 
concluding with an Exhortacion to true Piety g 
and that Men ſhould ſceł the Kingdimoj Heaven, 
vid the Righteouſneſs thereof. 

When Feſus came down from the Mountain, 
having ended his Sermon, a poor Leprous Man 
came and worihipped him, and begged to be 
cleanſed, which Jeu, ſoon granted; engaging 
him not to publiſh it when he ſhould go K 
broad, but ſending him to the Prieit, to offer 
the Gift according to the Law of Moſes : He 


* 


- When came to Capernanm, and Taught in their 
e Whnazogucs wpon the Sabbath - Day, where in his 
'- Wcrmons he expreſſed the Dignity of a Prophet, 
* 


nd the Authority of a Perſon ſent from God; 
is here he eures one poſſeſt with an evil Spirit, 
Y ad afterward the Mother of Simon, ot a Fea- 
2 Wer, and Multitudes beſetting Siman's Houſe he 
| 3 Fured them All, and retired very carly in the 
e- Woming to a Deſart Place, that he might have 
cs Wn Opportunity to Pray, without being diſturb- 
10 Wd with the Noiſes of the People; yet neither 
re Would he fo be hid, for the Multitude found him 
ad ut by their diligent Attendances of him; but 
iſe feſus told them plainly, He mnt preach the Go- 
ho el to other Cities alſo, and therefore reſolved to 
* aß to the other Side af the Lake of Geneſareth ; 
hither while he was going, a Scribe offered 
Vu. imſelf to be his Diſciple, and that he would 
alt, I with him whereever he went; but Chriſt 
5 ld him his Condition was worſe than the 
nit Foxes, or the Birds of the Air, who had Habi- 
ly ations providgd, bur he had none; no, not 4 
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Place to Tay bis Head, and find Re$t 3**but what W the 
became of this forward Proteſſor atterward, we 7» + 
know not. Others Jeſus bound to a ſpeedy Pro. W the 
kellion, not ſuffering one to go Home to bid his 
Friends Farewel, and another not ſo much as 
to bury bis Dead. | 

By that time Jeſus was got into the Ship it 
was late, and he ſo heavy to Sleep, that the vi- B 
olent Storm which happened could not awake 
nim, till the Ship being almoſt covered with the 
Waves, and in Danger of being junk. The Diſc 
ples then awaked him, ſaygwg, Maſt, carcit 
thou not that we Periſhy and immediately there na 
4 great Calm, and they preſently arrived in th 
Land of the Gadarenes, near the City of Otdar 
where there were many Sepulchres in the Hol. 
lowneſs of the Rocks, in which the Dead were 
buried, where many ſuperſtitious Perſons uſg 
£0 invocate Evil Spirits; inſomuch, that at the 
Inftant of our Saviour's arrival in the Coun: 
try, there met him two poſſeſſed with Devil 
from thoſe Tombs, exceeding Fierce, and ſo hal 
been long time, inſomuch that no Man durſt fa 
that way; Jeſus commanded the Devils out d 
che poſſeſſed Perſons ; but there were certain Mn 
feeding Swine, which though extreamly abomi 
nated by the J7eniſh Religion, yet for the uſe 
of the Roman Armies,and quartering of Soldier 
they were permitted, and divers Priviledge 
granted to he Maſters of ſuch Herds ; he gant 
them leave, and the.Swine ran violently down a fted 
Place, into the hot Baths, which were at the Fod 
of the Hill on which Gadara was built, and . 

riſacd in the Waters, This AccidQut ſo trouble Gi 
| 9! 
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the Inhabtfants, that they came and intreated * us 
/ depart out of their Coajts ; ſo leaving Galilee of 
me Gentiles, he came to the leſſer Galilee, and 
while he was fitting in an Houſe, which was 
ſurrounded with Multitudes of People, a Man 
ſick of the Palſy was brought thither to be cured; 
and they were fain to untile the Houſe, and ler 
i him down in his Bed nith Cords in the mid$t before 
Teſus, who was conferring nitÞ the Doftors : When 
Cha it faw their Faith, he ſaid, Man, thy Sins 
are forgiven thee. At which faying the Phariſees 
being troubled, ghinking it to be Blaſphemy, 
aud that none but God could forgive Sins; Fe- 
{us, to verify his Pardon, gave them a palpable 
DentOnſtration of it; for the Fews did believe 
that all Afflictions were Punithments for Sin, 
and therefore they ſaid in another Caſe, Who 
knned, this Man or his Father, that he was born 
Blind? And that removing of the Puniſhment, _ 
was forgiving of the Sin; and therefore Feſ#s 
io prove that his Sins were forgiven him, re- 
moved that which they ſtppoſed to be the Effect 
ot his Sin; and by curing the Palſy, prevented 
their furrher Murmur about his Pardon, ſaying, 
WT bat ye might know the Son of Man hath Fuer in 
ſh Earth to forgive Sint: He ſaith to the Sick of he 
Pal, Arije, take up thy Bed and walk ; and the 
ien Man aroſe, and was healed, and glorified God.” 

A while after Feſu went again toward the 
dea, and on his way ſeeing Authen the Publican 
litting.at the Receipt of Cuſtom, he bid him 
 Foelldlow him; Matthew firſt feaſted Jeſus, and 

then he became his Diſciple; but the Phariſees 
It were with lim, began to be concerned 
WI D 2 char 
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that he Eat with Publicans, and Sinners; for the 
Office of the Pablicans, though amongſt the Ry: 
mum it was Honeſt and of great Account, and We 
the Flower of the Runan Knights, the Or names: ſhe 
of the City, the Security of the Common-wealth, u Ret 
accounted to confist in the Society of the Publicans; 


yet among both the Fews and Greeks, the name ile. 
was Odious, and tne Perſons were accu: ſed, fa 
not only becauſe the Chief of them were Stran-Wint 
gers, bur becauſe the Fews eſpecially ſtood up- ¶ gooc 
on the Charter of their Nation, and the Fri-Wher, 
viledge of their Religion, That none*of tliem doin 
thould pay Tribute; and alſo becauſe they wereWit u 


very Unjuft, and great Oppreſſors, having a Wor 
Power unlimited, and Covetouſneis as greedyſſa Pl. 
as the Grave. But Jeſus gave ſuch an Account 
of the Reaſons of his converſing with them, 
becauſe they were Sinners, that it was as if: 
Phyſician ſhould be Reproved for having ſo 
much to do with ſuch Perſons ; for therefore 
was he ſent, not to call the Righteous, but Sinner 


to Repentance, to advance the Reputation Hand 
Mercy above the Rites of rhe Ceremonial Ia. Place, 
When Feſus was diſcourſing with the Ph; ents 
heſe 


fees, Fairs, a Ruler of the Synagogue, came tofff 
him, deſiring he would help his Daughter who 
lay a Dying. As he was going to the Houſe, aff 
Woman met him who had been diſeaſed with 4 
we of Bld twelve Years, without Hope of 1 
Remedy, from Alt or Nature; upon the con 
fident Herſvaſions of an Holy Faith, the runs t 
him, thinking that if /e did but tanch the Hem 
bis (Garment, ſhe ſhould be whele ; and according 
ly op the Touch, rhe Fountain of hex Bl 2 Wt 
| FEE BY 
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the dried up, and ſhe felt in her Body that ſhe was heal- 
N- ed of that Plague: St. Ambroſe ſays, Thar this 
ma Woman was Martha; yet it was not likely that 
en ſhe was a Feweſs, but a Gentile, becauſe of that 
wa Return which ſhe made in Memory of her Cure 
and the Honour of Feſ;ss, according to the Gen- 
mes ile, Rites, For Euſebius reports, That himſelf 
edi wat Ceſarea * a Statue of Braſs, repre- 
an- ſenting a Woman kneeling at the Feet of à 
up- goodly Perſonage, who held his Hand out to 
i- ber, in a Paſture of granting her Requeſt, and 
xcm{doing Favour to her; and the Inhabitants ſaid 
rereſſit was erected by the Care and Coſt of this 
g Woman; and that at the Pedeſtal of this Statue, 
cya Plant did grow, which was Medicinal in the 
un Diſeaſe ſhe was cured off, and many others. 
em. This Story ſeems not well grounded, ſince two 
if Nef the Evangeliſts affirm, : at ſhe had ſpent all 
J ſo ber Sub/fance upon Phytcians ud was therefore 
tor Huncapable of being much ( hnerge; neither 
ner vould the Heathen tes e ſuffered it to 
and fo many Years, ho ly ſearched alt 
A. Places, to diſcover, and der ſh all Monu- 
17 nents of Chriſtianity ; and et, tore probably 
e toſp-neſe Figures which Euſebius ſaw, were erected 
upon ſome Heathen Story, or Ceremony, and 
by the Chriſtians in after Ages, © £$ ently ap- 
plied to the preſent Hiſtory of this 4 oman. 
When Feſas was come to the Kuler's Houſe, 
i found the Minſtre's mak+ng their Funeral 
15 Ports for the Death o Janes Daughter, of 
em hich his Servants had acquainted him; yet 
inge turned out the Minſtrels, aud eatred wi 
e Parents of the Child inte ber Chamber, and tal. 
grim © D 3 ing 
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ing ber by the Hand, and called her, and awake. 
ned her from the Sleep of Death, and command- 
ed them to give her Meat to Eat, and enjoyned 
them not to publiſh the Miracle ; but the more 
Feſus endeavoured not to be Popular, and to 
{uppreſs the Noiſes and Reports of his Acts, the 
more they were diſcours d ofandpubliſh'd about 
the Country. As he came from Fairw's Houſe, 
ne cured two Blind-Men, upon their Petition, 
and Confeſſion, that they did believe in him. 
And caſt out a Dumb Devil, ſo much to the 
Wonder and Amazement of the People, that 
the Phariſees could hold no longer, being ready 
to burſt with Envy, and faid, He caſt ow Devi. 
by the help of the Devils. Their Malice being 
Contradictory and Unreaſonable, as if the De- 
vil ſhould contrive the Deſtruction of his own 
Kingdom. This was the firſt Eruption of thei 
Rage, for all the laſt Year, which was the firft 
of Feſas Preaching, all was quiet, neither the 
T nor the Semaritans, nor the Galileans did 
Malign his Doctrine ox Perſon, but he preach- 
ed with much Peace on all Hands; for this was 
the Year which the Prophet Iſaiah called in his 
Prediction, The acceptable Tear of the Lord. 
Ihe firſt Lear of Jeſus, which was a Year of 
Peace and undiſturbed Preaching, being expi- 
red, there was a Feaſt of the 4 and Jeſus 
went up to ſeruſalem; this Feaſt was the ſecond 
Paſſover he kept after he began to Preach; not 
the Feaſt of Fentecoſt or Tabernacles, both which 
were paſſed before Feſus came laſt from Fade ; 
whether when he was now come, he finds an 
impotent Perſon lying at the Pool of Betheſda, 
ö wait in 
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waiting till the Angel ſhould move the Waters, after 
which whoſoever firſt ſtepped in, was cured of his 
I * The Poor Man had waited thirty 
eight Years, and ſtill was prevented by ſome 
other that needed a Phyſician ; but Feſus ſeeing 
him, had Pity on him, cured him, and bid him 
take uÞ his Bed and walt; this Cure happened to 
be wrought upon the Sabbath, at which the Jen: 
were ſo moved with Indignation, that they 


| thought to ſlay him, and their Anger was the 
more Qutragious by his calling himſelf the San 


ef God, and _— himſelf equal with God; 
upoa which Occaſion Je diſcourſes on his 
Miſſion, and Authority from the Father, and 
the Union which was between them; and 
reaches Lite and Salvation to them that Be- 
oe in him; Prophecics of the Reſurrection 
of the Dead, by the Efficacy of the Voice of 
the Son of God; ſpeaks of the Day of 95 
and the differing Conditions of the Righteous 
and the Wicked; confirms his Words and Miſ- 
ſion by the Teſtimony of John the Baptij?, Moſes, 

and other Scriptures. | 
But ſtill the Scandal riſes Higher againſt him, 
for the Diſciples going through the Corn-fields, 
pull ripe Ears on the Sabbath-Day, and rub- 
bing them in their Hands, Eat them to fatisfie 
their Hunger; for which he endeavom'd to 
convince the Jens, who were highly Offended, 
that Works of Neceſlity and Mercy are to be 
done all Times, notwithitanding any poſitive 
Command to the contrary, and the beſt ſerving 
of God upon any Day whatſoevez, or any part 
of the Day, that is vacant from other Offices, 
1. e and 
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and proper for a Religious Feſtival, But when 
nei ther Reaſon, nor Religion would ſatisfie 
them, but that they went about to kill him, 
he withdrew from Fer»ſalem, and returned to 
Ca ilee, whither the Scribes and Phariſees fol. 
Jowed him, ſtrictly obſerving whether he would 
again perform any Act of Mercy upon the Sab- 
bath- Day, which yet he ſtill reſolved to do; for 
entrinsg into one of their Synagogues, he ſaw 
a labouring Man with a withered Hand, who 
defired Help of him, that he might be again 


reſtored to the uſe of his Hands, leſt he ſhould 


be compelled with Miſery and Shame to beg 
His Bread. Jeſus reſtored his Hand-as whole as 
the other; in the midſt of all thoſe Spies and 
Enemies; upon which Act being confirmed in 
their Malice, the Phariſees went forth, and join. 
ed with the Herodians (a Sect of People who 
ſaid Herod was the Meſſias, becauſe when tlie 
Scepter departed from 2 he was declared 
N and both together took Counſel how 
Mey might kill him. Feſus therefore again de 
parted to the Sea-coaſt, and as his Fame, ſo his 
Company increaſed ; tor he was now followed 
ty new Multitudes frow Galilee, from Judea, 
from Jeruſalem, from Idumæa, from beyond Jor- 
dan, and from about Tyre and Sydin ; who 
Hearing the Report of his Miraculous Power, 
to cure all Diſeaſes by the Word of his Mouth, 
or the touch of his Hand, or the handling his 
Garment, came with a whole Hoſpital of Sick, 
poſſeſſed, and all other Diſeaſes, and were all 
immediately cured ; the Devils confeſſing pub- 
Iickly, that he was the Son of God, Ul they 
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ere all, upon ſuch Occaſions, reſtrained and 
ompelled to ſilence. 28 

Jeſus having now commanded a Ship to be 
in readineſs againſt the Preſſures of the Multi- 
ade, went xÞ into a Mountain to Pray, and con- 
jinued in Prayer all Night ; and the next Day 
choſe out of the Num ber of his Diſciples,twelve 
o be Apoſtles, namely S Peter, and An- 
ew, Fames and Fohn, the Sons of Thunder, 
Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, 
James the Son of Alpbens, and Simon the Zea- 
lot, Judas the Brother of Fames, and Judas Iſ- 
riod, With thefe deſcending from the Moune 


tain to the Plain, he inſtructs his Apoſtles im 


the Doctrine of the Kingdom; for now becauſe he 
ſaw Iſrael jca:tered (ike Sherp, having no Shepherd, 
he pur poſed to fend theſe Abroad to preach Re- 
pentance, and that his i= => was at hand, 
and gave them alſo particular Inſtructions for 
their Journey ; for Jeſus ſent them out by tuo and 
two, giving them Power: over all unclean Shirin. 
and to heal all manner of Sickneſs and Diſeaſeg; 
telling them they were the Light, and the Eyes 
and the Salt of the World ; fo intimating their 
Duty to be Diligent, Holy, and Uncorrupt ; ga» 
ving them in Charge, to preach the Goſpel, Fa 
diſpenſe their Power and Miracles freely, as 
they had received it; to: Anoint ſick Perſons 
with Oil, not to enter into any Samaritan Town, 
but to ga rather to the loft Sheep, of the Houſe of 
Iſrael; to provide nothing for their Journey, 
but to depend upon the Piety and Charity 
the New Converts; he Arms them ayainft 3 
Perſecution ; gives them leave. to fly from one 


5 Ciry | 
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City to another; promiſes them the Aſſiſtancy 
of his Spirit ; encourages them by his own Ex 
ample of Long-ſuffering ; by Inſtances of Di. 
vine Providence, expreſſed even to Creature 
of the ſmalleſt Value, and by Promiſe of great 
Rewards, to the valiant Confeſſion of his Name; 
and promiſes great Retributions, not only to 
them who loſe any thing of Value, for the tak 
of Feſus,but to thoſe that did beſtow but a Cuj 
of cold Water upon a thirſty Diſciple. And 
with theſe Inſtructions they departed to preach 
t the Cities, Feſws then returning to Caperns 
um, received the Addreſs of a faithful Centauri 
of a Legion, (called, The Irn Legion, which u- 
ſually quartered in Fade) in behalf of his Sei. 
vant whom he loved, who was grievoully af 
flicted with the Palſy, and healed him as a Re 
ward and Honour to his Maſter's Faith. And 
from thence going to the City Nain, he raiſed 
eo Life the only Son of a Widow, whom the 
. .Mourners followed in the Street, bearing the 
Corpſe with Lamentations to his Grave; upon 
dhe Fame of theſe, and divers other Miracles, 
John the Baptiſt who was till in Priſon, (for he 
bY put to Death till the Latter-end of this 
ſent two of his Diſciples to him, enqui- 
— Feſus was he that ſhould come, or ſhould 
we look for another. To whom Feſus returned 
no poſitive Anſwer, but a Demonſtration from 
the Nature of the Thing, and the Glory of the 
Miracles, ſaying, Return to John, and tell 
bi what yon ſee; for the Deaf hear, the Blind ſee, 
ide Lame wall, the Dead are raiſed, and the Leper: 
Te cleanſed, and to the Poor the Goſpel is 3 
Whic 
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which were the diſtinguiſhing Character of the 
Meſſias, according to the Prediction of the Ho- 
jy Frophets, _ 

When John's Diſciples were gone with this 
Anſwer, Jeſus began to diſcourſe of the Autho- 
rity and Holineſs of Johns Perſon, the greatneſs 
of his Office, and the Divinity of his Commiſ- 
fion, ſaying, That he was greater than a Prophet, a 
burning and ſhining Light, the Elias that was zo cm 
and the conſummation or ending of the Old 
Prophets; adding withal, That the perverſneſs 
of that Age was moſt unaccountable in the En- 
tertainment of himſelf and the Bapliſt; ſince 
John who came neither eating and drinking, that 
by his Auſterity, and mortified Deportment he 
might engage the Judgments and Affections of 
the People; nor Jeſus who came both eating and 
drinking, that by an affable Lite, framed to the 
compliance and common Uſe of Men, he might 
ſweetly inſinuate into the Minds of the Multi- 
tude, yet neither of them could obtain Belief 
amongſt them; they objected againſt every 
Thing, and nothing could pleafe them; but 
Wiſedan and Righteouſneſs, is juſtified of all hey 
Children. 1222 

Jeſus then proceeds to a ſevere Reprehenſion 
of Cpernaum, Cbaa⁊in, and Bethſaida, for their 
pertinacious Obſtinacy in their Sins and Infide- 
Itty, in Defiance of all the mighty Hr which he 
had wrought among them. However, Feſus glori- 
fied God for the magnifying of his Mercy, 
that thoſe Things which were hid from the Wiſe, 


Mighty, and Noble, who were not fit Subje&s 
for the Simplicity of the Goſpel, were wm 
7 K 


* 


«a r 
— © . 
2 — - 2 — . ed I 08 


_ 


© —_— 
5 


—_ 


" 3 
Ty *m< 2 1 


| 

N 
F 
f 
i 


+00 free in her Entertainments. 


Affection, and a Box o 
(called Nard Fiſtic) Salutary and Excellent, ſhe 
ame trembling, and fell down betore 
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* 


ed to Babes; and concludes this Sermon with 


an Invitation to all weaxy and diſconſolate Fer. 
ſons, loaded with a Senſe of their Sin and Miſery, 
70 come to him, promiſing Eaſe to their Burthens, 
and Refreſhment to their Wearineſs, and to ex- 
change their heavy Preſſures into an eaſy Yoke, 


and a light Barthen: 


When Feſus had ended his Sermon, one of 
the Phariſees, named Simon, invited him to eat 
awith him; into whoſe Houſe when he was en. 
tred, a certain Woman that was a Sinner, abiding 
there in the City, heard of it; ber Name was 
Mary; ſhe had been Married (ſays the Pri mi- 
tive Writers) to a noble Perſonage, a Native 
of the Town and Caſtle of Magdal , from 
hence ſhe had her name of Magdalen, though 
Jhe herſelf was born in Pethany ; a Widow the 
Was, and prompted by her Wealth, Liberty, 
and Yaath, to lead an intemperate Lite, and 
She came to 
Aale into the Phariſee s Houſe, not as did the 
Haring Multitude, to glut her Eyes with the 


: Night of a Miraculous and Glorious Perſon, nor 
as the Centurion, or the Hro-ſhenician, or the 


Ruler of the Synagogue, for the Cure of her 


Sickneſs, or in behalf of her Friend or Child, 
or Servant, but the who is the only Example of 


JO coming, approached him with Remorſe and 


Regret for her Sins; ſhe came to Feſys to lay 


her Burden at his Feet, and to preſent him with 
2 broken Heart, and a weeping Eye, with great 
precious Ointment 


him, 
Weep: 


, 
4 
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weeping for her Sins, pouring out a Flood. 


great enough to waſh the Feet, of the Bleſſed Je- 


us, and wiping them with the Hairs of her Head; 
afrer which the broke the Box, and anointed 
his Feet with the Ointment ; which expreſſed 
ſo great an Ecſtaſie of Love, Sorrow, and Ado: 
ration, that it was thought by Judas an unneſſa- 
ry Profuſion, and was a Preſent for a Prince 
an Alabaſter Box of Nard Piſtic, being ſent as a 
Rarity from Cunbyſes to the King of Eng 

Simon obſerving this Sinner to expreſs ſuch 
Religion and Veneration to Je, he thought 
with himſelf, this is no Prophet, that did not 
know her to be a Sinner, or no juſt Perſon that. 
would ſuffer her to touch him ; for though the 
"lg Religion did permit Harlots of their own 

ation to Live, and enjoy the Jewiſh Privi- 
ledges, ſaw that their Offerings were refuſed ; 
* the Phariſees who pretended to a greater 

egree of Sanctity than others, would not ad- 
mit them to civil Uſages, or the Benents of 
ordinary Society; and thought Religion it felt, 
and the honour of a Prophet, was concerned in 
this ſort of Preciſeneſs; and therefore Simon 
made an Objection within himſelf, But Fefas 
knowing his Thoughts as well as Words, made 
an Apology for her in the Parable of the two 
Debtors, a Greater and a Leſſer, concluding 
that they would Love their merciful Creditor, 
in Proportion to his Mercy and Forgiveneſs, 
and this was the Caſe of Mary Magdalen, to 
whom becauſe much was forgiven, ſhe loved much, 


and expreſſed it in ſuch large Characters, that 


the Phariſee might obſerve the vaſt Dif 
: bat I 


| 
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between his own common Entertainment, com- 
pared with her Magnificence, Penitence and 
Charity. 

When Feſus had dined, he was preſented 
with the ſad Sight of a poor Man poſſeſſed with 
a dumb and blind Devil, whom his Friends 
deſired our Saviour to caſt out, which was done 
immediately, to the Amazement of the People, 
who ran after him in ſuch great Numbers, that 
the Phariſees much doubted, that this Propher 
would leſſen their Reputation, and leave their 
Schools empty; and therefore gave out that he 
was beſides himſelf : Upon which Rumour his 
Mother, with his Friends and Kindred, came 
to ſee him, and found the Houſe ſurrounded 
with the People who were full of Wonder and 
Admiration, and there the Virgin Mother 
Heard part of her own Prophecy verified, that uf 
the Generations of the Earth ſhoxld call her Bleſſed : 32 
for a Woman ,worthipping Jeſus, cryed out, i 
Bleſſed is the Womb that bare thee, and the Paps O 
that gave thee Suck. To this Jeſus reply d, yet 11 
not denying her to be highly Bleſſed who had | VV 
received the Honour of being the Mother of the pe 
Meſs, but advancing the Dignity of Spiritual 0 
Excellencies far above the greateſt Temporal Y * 
Honour in the World; Yea, rather bleſſed are NM 
"they that hear the Word of Cod, and doit. And ... 
therefore when it was told him in the Houſe, e 
That his Mother and bis Bret hren ſtaid for him Shi 
vithont; he anſwered, That thoſe dear Names ble 
of Mother and Brethren are far more facredf din 
when there is a Conjunction of Perſona in Spi- 
ritual Bands, in the ſame Faith, the ſame Hope, 
anc 


Bleſſed Sxvrour; 87 
and in Union with the ſame myſtical Head ; 


and pointing to his Diſciples, ſaid, Behold, 


wy Mother and my Brethren, for whoſoever duth 
the Will of my Father which is in Heaven, be is my 
Brot her and Siſter, and Mother. 
wAnd now the Phariſees upon the Occaſion of 
theſe Miracles, renewed the Old Quarrel, 
fiying, He caſteth out Devils by Beelzebub, the 
Prince of Devils; which ſenſeleſs and Miterate 
Objection, Chriſt having confured,charg'd them 
highly with the Guilr of an Unpardonable Sin, 
telling them, That their affirming thoſe Actions 
of his, performed by Vertue of the Divine Spi- 
rit, were done by the help of the Devil, was a 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and how bold ſo- 
ever they were with the Son of Man in abuſing 
his Words, or injuring his Perſon, they might 
upon Repentance find a Pardon; yet to Sin a- 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, would find no Forgive- 
neſs, neither here, nor hereafter; but taking 
Occaſion upon this Diſcourſe, he by an inge- 
nious, and myſterious Parable, gives the 
World great Caution of Backlliding after Re- 
pentance; for if the Devil returns into an Howſe 
once ſwept and garniſhed, be bringeth ſeven Spirits 
more impure than b and the lat End uf that 
Men is wor ſe than the Firſt. 7 3 
Jeſus then goeth from the Honſe of the Pha- 
riſee, to the Sea of Tiberias, and ſitting in a 
Ship, taught the People on the Shore by Para- 
bles, under which were myſterious Senſes, ten- 
ding to ſhew their Unbelief, though not to 
diſperſe that thick Egyptian Darkneſs, which 


their Sins and Aberrations had contracted; by 


the 
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the Parable of the dower ſcattering his Seed by 
the Way-ſige, al ſome on ſtony, ſome on 
thorny, and ſome on good Ground, he inti- 
mated the ſeveral Capacities or Indiſpoſitions 
of Mens Hearts, the careleſneſs of ſome, the 
frowardneſs and levity of others, the eaſineſs 
and ſoftneſs of a Third, and how they were 
choaked with worldly Cares, with the ſeveral 
Ways whereby Men miſcarry, and that but one 
ſort of Perſons receive the Word, and bring 
forth the Fruits of an Holy Life ; by the Para- 
ble of the T ares permitted to grow among the Wheat, 
he intimated the Toleration of diſſenting Opi- 
nions, not deſtructive to Piety, or civil Soct- 
-ety ; by the three Parables of the Seed grow- 
ing inſenſibly; of the Grain of Muſtard-ſecd 
ſwelling up to a Tree; of a little Leven qua- 
-lifying the whole Lump, he fignified the In- 
-creaſe of the Goſpel, and the Bleſſing upon the 
Sermons of himſelf and his Apoſtles. 

To theie Parables which he rendred to his 
Diſciples in their proper Senſes ; he added two 
-more concerning the Dignity of the Goſpel, 
comparing it to Treaſure bid in the Field, and a 
Jewel of great Price, for the purchaſe of which 
every good Merchant muſt part with all he hat), 

rather than not obtain it. He adds, That the 
-publick Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, ſhould be 
like a mixt Multitude, like a Net inclofing Fiſhe: 
god and bad. After theſe Diſcourſe, he retired 
trom the Sea-ſide, to his own City Nazareth, 


where he preached ſo excellently: upon certain 
Words in the Prophet 1jaiab, that all the Peo- 


ple wondred at his Wiſedom, in n ; 
hg a | hy oy 
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the ſame. But the Men of Nazareth did not 
ſufficiently Honour their Prophet, though 
their own Country-man, ſtill retaining in their 
Minds the diſadvantages of his Youth," and 
> | Kindred, and Trade, and Poverty, and the 
> ID Humility of his firſt Years, though now 2 
c Glorious Prophet: But Feſus in his Sermon, 
1 WF reproved them for their Infidelity, at which he 
e | wondred, and therefore did few Miracles in re- 
2s I ſpect of what he had done at Capernaun, and 
- | commended that City before Nazareth, where- 
t, upon the Inhabitants hruſt him wit of the (ity, 
aud led him to the brow of an Hill, on which it was 
i- Þ bit, deſigning to throw him donn Head-long, but 
- his Work was not yet finiſhed ; therefore paſſ- 
ed ing through the wid/# of them, he went his 
a- | na). 
n- Ne then travelled up and down to all the 
he Towns and Caſtles of Galilee, attended by his 
Diſciples, and certain Nomen out of whom he bad 
is caſt unclean Spirits; namely, Mary Magdalen, 
wo Johanna, wife to Chuza Herod's Steward, who 
el, || viniſtred unto him out of their own Subſtance, and 
da] became part of his Holy Family, which at this 
ich time began ro be full; becauſe now the A- 
ti, poſtles were returned from their Preaching; 
the full of Joy, that the Devils were made Subject 
be ¶ to the Words of their Mouth, and the Efficacy of 
ſhe: Þ their Prayers, and their calling upon the Name 
rea ſ of Feſus ; but their Mafter intimated to them, 
eth, That theſe Priviledges were not ſolid Founda- 
tain ] tions for an Holy Joy, but only as they advan- 
Peo-Þſ ced the Glory of God, and their own Salvation, 
ning zheſe Names were nritten in Heaven, which Joy 
wg : was 
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was then Reaſonable, Holy, True, and Perpe- hie 
tual.  Weerii 
When Herod heard ſuch wonderful Things of they 
Feſus, his Guilt made him imagine that Joh Wo co 
the Baptiſt was now riſen from the Dead, and theſe N talen 
mighty Works were Demonſtrations of his Bi 
Power, which was increaſed by his Immortali-K ypo1 
ty; for a little before this (as is alrgady men- ¶ Wo! 
tioned) Herod had ſent to the Caſtle of Mache-W and 
rus, where Jahn was Priſoner, and cauſed him nem 
to be Beheaded. His Head Herodias buried in befo 
her own Palace, thinking to ſecure it againſt © Mou 
nu Re-union with the Body, leſt he ſhould again tude 
difturb her unlawful Luſts, and 'diſquiet Herods took 
Conſcience; but the Body the Diſciples oflly F 
Fobn obtained, and carried it with Honour and out 
Sorrow, and buried it in Sebaſte, in the Con- whic 
fines of Samuria, making his Grave between the Dan 
Bodies of Elixeus and Abdias the Prophets. © moſt 
Jeſus knowing of the Death of the Baptiſ, ¶ fave 
Herod's Jealouſy, and the Envy of the Phariſees, Þ Jeſu: 
retired into a Deſart Place, together with his thei; 
Apoſtles, for the People jo preſſd hn them i ba, 
that they had not leaſure to eat; yet neither could i telli; 
he there be hid, for Multitudes flocked thither fired 
alſo, to whom he preached many Things, and} aan 
afterwards, becauſe there were no Villages mang 
in the Neighbourhood, left they ſhould Faint 
in returning to their Houſes, he cauſed them 
to fit down upon the Graſs, and with five Loaves 0 
arley, and two ſmall Fiſhes, be ſatisfied five thou- 
ſand Men, beſides Women and Children, and cauſed 
his Diſciples to gather up the Fragments, whichſ with 
being brought together, filled twelve W b bad 
| whach 
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which Miracles were ſo accomodated to the Un: 
derſtanding and Affe tions of the People, that 
they were convinced this was the Meſſias, who was 
to cone into the World, and had a purpoſe to have 
alen him by force, and make him King. 

But he that left his Father's Kingdom to take 
upon him the Miſeries and Infelicities of the 
World, fled from the Offers of a Kingdom, 
and their Tumultuous Election, as from an E- 
nemy, and ſending his Diſciples in the Ship 
before towards Bethſaida, he withdrew into the 
Mountains to conceal himſelf till the Multi- 


tude were returned to their Habitations, and 


took that Advantage of praying to his Heaven- 
ly Father. But when the Apoſtles were far 
out on the Deep, a violent Tempeſt Om 


- which brought them into the extremity 


Danger, ſo that all hope of eſtaping, was al- 
moſt gone. During their inceſſant Labour to 
ſave theraſelves, in the fourth Watch of the Night, 
Jeſus came walking on the Sea; which turned 


their Fears into Affrightment, for they ſuppoſed 


i had been 4 Spirit, which he ſoon diſperſed by 
telling them who he was; which yet they de- 
fired to have proved to them by a Sign; tor Si- 
mon Peter ſaid unto him, Maſter, if it be thou, com- 
mand me to come to thee on the Waters, The Lord 
did ſo, and Peter upon confidence of the Power 
and Providence of his Maſter, threw himſelf 
into the Sea, but beginning to ſink, he cry'd 
ſaying, Lord ſave me; Feſus took him by the 

nd, reproving his want of Faith, and went 
with him into the Ship; where when they 


bad worſhipped him, and admired the Divi- 
nity i 
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nity of his Power and Perſon, the Ship arrived 
at the Port of Geneſareth immediately; and all Tho 
that were Sick, or poſſeſſed with unclean Spirits were je, 
brong bt to him, and as many as touched the Border of God. 
his Garment were mad: whole. mad, 
By this time they whom Feſus had left on the I me c 
other ſide of the Lake, came as far as Caperna-tical 
um to ſeek him, wondring that he was there Ine L 
before then; upon this Occaſion of their dili- Yard 
ent Inquiſition, Jeſas obſèrves to them, ThatYthe 1 
it was not the Divinity of the Miracle. which hi 
rovoked their Zeal, but the Satisfaction they of t! 
had in the Loaves, and thence intimates toAfrer 


them the excellency of Celeſtial Bread, the Di-Efom 


vine Nutri ment of their Souls; affirming him-fſy tg | 
ſelf o be the Bread of Life, that came down fromffquarr 
Heaven; that he would give 10 his Diſcjples hiqheceſi 
Fl ſh to eat, and his Blod to drink, and all thidbut f 
Huld be for the Life of the World, to nourith tofHang 
Lite Eternal, without which an Happy Eterni-Platte 
ty could not be obtained; upon this DifRites 
courſe, divers of his Diſciples (of which it is ſaidgq di! 
St. Mark was one, but afterwards recalled byſheir 
Simon Peter) forſcok him, being ſcandaliz d byo the 
their atcral and carnal Underſtanding offiox be 
thoſe Words of Feſus, which he intended in Fitior 
Spiritual Senſe; for the Words that he ſpakeFeach; 
were not profitable in the Senſe of Fleſh an; the 
Blood, but they are Spirit, and they are Liſe hight 
himſelf being the Expounder who beſt knewWarent 
his own Meaning. ad C 
When Feſas obſerved this great Defection oſfheir | 
his Diſciples from him, he turned to the twelv$iGe 
Apoſtles, and asked if they alſo would go awayÞhich : 
9 3 
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Simon Peter anſwered, Lord, whither ſhall we go? 
Ton haſt the Words of Eternal Life, and we are 
re Wwe, thou art that Chriſt, the Son of the Living 
of God. Though this publick Confeſſion was 

made by Peter in the Name and Confidence of 
he the other Apoſtles, yet Feſus told them Prophe- 
A- Itically, that even among Iwelve, there was 
re Ine Devil, meaning Judas Iſcariot, who after- 
I1- Yards betrayed him; that they might perceive 
nat the ſad Accidents which afterwards happened 
che him, did not ſurprize him, as being Ignorant 
ey of them, or unprovided to undergo them, 
to After this, the Scribes and Phariſees, who came 
i from Feruſalem and Galilee (for Jeſus would not 
m-· I to Judea, becauſe the Jews laid wait to kill him) 
"(mJquarrel'd with him about ſome impertinent un- 
ieceſſary Ceremonies, not Inſtituted by God, 
thigbut by Ordinances of Men; as wathing their 
1 toſtlands when they eat; Baptizing Cups and 
ni-Platters, and wathing Tables and Beds; which 
Diffkites the Apoſtles did not obſerve, but attend- 
aidkd diligently to the Simplicity and Holineſs of 
| bykheir Maſter s Doctrine; our Saviour in return 
bo their vain Demands, ſharply Reproves them 
offer being ſo fond of theſe and many other Tra- 
in Fitions, and neglecting the Divine Precepts, 
akeFeaching Men ie 5 That if they gave 
anq; the Oban, or Treaſure of the Church, they 
ije hight refuſe to ſupply the Neceſſity of their 
neWarents, and diſregard the Duties of Piety 
Ind Charity; and thunders out Woes againſt 
n Ofheir Impieties, for their Pride, their Hypo- 
elvqrifie, their impoſing Burthens upon others, 
Ya) hich themſelves help not to ſupport ; For their 

EEC taking 
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raking away the Key of Knowledge from the 
People, and jaw ab ng Paſſages to Heaven, 
and tor approving the Wickedneis of their Fa- 
ther's in perſecut ing the Prophets; adding con- 
cerning Waſhings, that no outward Impurity 
did ſtain the Soul in the Sight of God, but all 
Pollution is from the Corruprion of the Heart, 
and filthy Thoughts, unchaſte Deſires, and un- 
holy Purpoſes, and that Love and Charity arc 
the beit Purifiers in the World. 

Jeſus then departed into the Cat of Tyre and di 


don, and enrtrcd into 4 Hauſe that he might not bee 


known ; the diligence of a Mother's Love and 
Sorrow, and Neceffiry, found him our in this 
Retirement; for a Woman came and bejought him, 
that be would caſt the Devil out of her Daughter 
Our Saviour ſeemed to reje& her Suit, for the 
fake of her Nation, being a Syrophenican, yet 
this did only make her importunity more un 
deniable; ſhe begged but ſome Crumbs which 
'* Fell from the Childrens Table, and but one In 
ſtance of Favour from him to her Daughter 
Which he poured forth without meaſure upoi 
the Sons and Daughters of Jjrael. Feſus was plca 
Ted with her Zeal and Diſcretion,and pitied her 
Daughters Infelicity, and diſmiſſed her wit! 
ſaying, The Devil is gone ont of thy Daughter. 
Our Saviour returning to the Sea of Galilee 
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through the midit of Decapolis, they brought to hindid e 
Feſus cured bito B 
Spitt 
ongi 
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a Man Deaf and Dumb; whom 
touching his Tongue, and putting his Fingers into h 
Ears, to the Admiration of the People, whi 
thereupon brought to him Multitudes of diſeaſed Pe! 
ſons, and he healed them al] ; but the Peop 
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having followed him three Days without Eat- 
ing any thing, Feſws in pity to their Need, re- 
ſolved to Feaſt them once more at the Charge 
of a Miracle; therefore raking ſeven Loaves, 
and a fem ſmall Fiſhes, be Bleſſed them, and ſatis- 
fed four Thouſand Men, beſides Women and 
Children; and there remained ſeven Baskets full 
of broken Bread and Fiſh. » 

From thence Feſus departed by Ship to the 
Coaſt of Dalmanmtha; whither the Phaviſees 


Jaame, asking him a Sign; who rejceting their 


aptious Demand, knowing their Diſaffe&ion, 
reproved them, that they Titerned fair or foul 
Weather in the Sky, but not the Signs of the Times 
of the Son of Man. However, ſince they neg 
great Demonſtrations, ſuch gracious 
Diſcourſes, Holy Laws and Prophecies, they 
muſt expe& no other Sign, but the Sign of the 
Prophet Jonas; meaning the Reſurrection of 
the Body, after three Days Burial; and paſſin 

again over the Lake, as his Diſciples were Sol 
licitous, becauſe they bad for got to rake Bread, 
he cautioned them to beware of the leren of the 
Phariſees and Sadducees, and the leven of Herod 3 


1 heFmeaning the Hypocrifie and Vanities of the 
W1tFone, and the Hereſy of the other; for Herod's 


Leven was, the pretence that he himſelf was 


ile the Meſſias, which the Se& of the Herodians 


0 Hin 
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did earneſtly and ſpitefully promote. Coming 
to Bethſaida, he cured a blind Man with his 


to biSpittle ; departing thence to the Coaſts of C 
whhia Philippi, out of Herod s Juriſdiction, as be- 


Pe ongin 


to his Brother Philip; after he had 


doplſprqed with Dis Diſciples, he alk d chem, What 
3 8 Opinion 
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Opinion the World had of him, and whom they 
reported him to be. They anſwered, Some ſay thou art 
John the Baptiſt, ſome t hat they art Elias or ſe- 
remia's, or one of the Prophets, The Phariſees of 
Galilee were of Opinion, that the Souls of dead 
Men, or departed Prophets, paſſed into ano- 
ther Body. But Jeſus asſking the Apoſtles their 
Opinion, Peter in the Name of all the reſt, 
made an open and confident Confeſſion, Tho 
art Chriſt the Son of the living Ged. This Con- 
feſſion Feſus confirmed to be revealed by God; 
and after the bleſſing of Peter's Perſon, upon 
alluſion to Peter's Name, Feſus ſaid, That pn 
this Rock (the Article of Peter's Confeſhon ) he 
would build his Church, which the Gates of Hell, Per. 
ſecution, Death, nor the Grave ſhould ever pre- 
vail againſt, adding withal a Promiſe to Peter, 
in behalf of all the reſt, as he had made a Con- 
feſſion for them all, That he would give unto him 
the Key: of the Kingdom of Heaven, jo that whai ſo- 
ever he ', 
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wer communicated before to any. 
And now from hence forward, we often find 
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Prieſts and Scribes, and 


but Peter hearing that ſad melancholy Dil 


courſe, contrary to his Hopes of ſome Tempo 

ral Advantage, he having learned the Do&rine 

of Chriſt's coming, but not of his Croſs, i 
| 8 miſta ke. 


| uld bind on Earth, ſhould be bound in 
Heaven, and whatſoever he ſhould looſe on Earth, 
ſhould Le looſed in Heaven, a Power which he ne- 


our Lord uttering ſad Predictions of the bar 
barous Uſage he thould ſhortly meet with; 
That be ſhould be rejected of the Elders and chitf 
Juffer many things at ſeru- 


ialem, and be killed and be raiſed up the third Day; 
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niſtaken Civility, rvok Jeſus aſide, and began to re- 
hte him, jaying, Be it far from thee Lord, this ſhall 
wit be unto thee ; But our Lord full of Zeal a- 
ainſt ſo ſoft and human an Admonition, that 
hvoured nothing of God, chid Peter ſeverely, 
bying, Get thee behind me Satan, thou art an Of- 
me unto me. And calling his Diſciples to him, 
ſured them, That not only himſelf, but they 
o muſt ſuffer, and that whoſoever will be 
he Diſciple of Jeſus, mult take uh his croſs, de- 
y himſelf and his own fonder Appetites, and 
ace his Maſters Footſteps, marked out with 
ood that he thed for our Redemption and 
he Neſtitut ion, and that there can be no eſcaping 
Im the Participation of Chriſt's Sufferings, 
Je, be that will ſave his Life, ſhall loſe it, 
be that will loſe it, will ſave it to Eternity; and 
'S thoſe are Fools that will loſe their Souls to 


71 in the World, ſo they are certainly wiſeſt 
«ſo will give their Lives for him ; becauſe when 


in: Son of Man ſhall come in his own Glory, and bis 
rh ber s, and of the Angels, he ſhall Reward every 
55 an according to his Works ; this Diſcourſe Feſws. 
ncluded with a Prophecy, That ſore ſtanding . 
fndl that Preſence, ſhould not die till they ſaw the. 
par- of Man coming in his Glor). | 
ich t the greater Glories in time to be reveals 
bie l. after eight Days gave a bright and 
leru-ſ lent Probation ; for taking with him Peter, 
Day: james, and John, he nent up into the Mount 
Dior 10 pray ; and while he prayed, he was tranſ- 
mp0 red he jure them, and his Face did ſhine like the 
Arind and his Garments were White and Cliſtering; 
i there appeared, talking with him, Moles and 
8 e Elias 
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Elias glorioufly, (peaking of his Deceaſe, which heli 0! 
uud accompliſh at Rem: a Fe Glory ve 
theſe Apoſtles, when they were awaked from th 
Sleep, into which they had fallen, did behold th 
After the Departure ot theſe heavenly Viſitanti ab 
the Apoſtles being full of Fear and Wonder tio 
Peter talked he knew not what, ſaying, Maſterſ Pe. 
3! ts good to be here; let us build three T abernacled Me 
And it is Recorded, That in after Ages ſon 4 
devout Perſons in memory of this Myſtery, di n 
exec three Churches in the ſame Place. SudY of 
denly after, a Cloud ſurrounded Jeſus and i Fre 
Diſciples, and a Voice came from the excelleaſſſ hen 
Glory, ſaying, This is my beloved Son in whom net 
am well pleaſed, hear ye him. The Cloud whiff the: 
made them fore afraid, quickly diſappeareſ Of t 
and freed them from their preſent Conſternyſ for 
tion, and they deſcended with Feſus from riff to b 
Mountain, who commanded them to keep but 
lence, which they obſerved till his Reſurre: fete; 
on. Drac 
The next Day came to Jeſus a Man in behi to pa 
of his Son, who was Lunatick, and ſore trow! 
With the Devil, who ſought often to deſtroy Hf Houſe 
21h Fire and Water, beſeeching our Saviour lden 
deliver him; his Diſciples having riyed F8agec 
Vain, but could perform nothing for wan wich 
Faith, which if it be true, is ot Power to Ainga 
move Mountains; to pluck up Trees by Jan E 
Roots, and plant them in the Sea; our SaviIMaſte 
then rebated the Devil, who that very Hour de hat 
ted from him. Coming to Cipernaum, the Je the 
> 7k of laxes came to Simon Peter, aſking eth þ 


his Maker paid Tribute, which was a and! 
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„or Dram, the fourth Part of an Ounce of dil 
ver, about fifteen Pence in Value, which was 
the Tribute that the Lord impoſed upon all 
the Sons of Iſrael, from twenty Years old and 
above, to pay for Redemption, and Propitia- 
tion, and for the Uſe of the Tabernacle. When 
Peter came into the Houſe, Feſus knowing his 
Meſſage prevented him by asking him, Of whom 
do the Kings of the Earth take Tribute Of their 
own Children, or of Strangers? Peter anſwered 
of Strangers; then ſaid jeſus, the Children are 
Free. eaning, that ſince the Gentile or Hea- 
then Kings, do not exact Tribute of their Sons, 
neither will God of his Sons or Children ; and 
i therefore this Penſion to be paid for the Uſe 
of the Tabernacle, for the Service of God, and 
for the Redemption of their Souls, was not 
& to be paid by him who was the Son of God, 
but by Strangers; yet to avoid Offence, he ſent 
Peter a fiſhing, and provided a Fith with two 

Drachms of Silver, which he commanded Peter 
Leh to pay for them two. 


ol When the Diſciples were together in the | 


oy touſe with Jeſus, he acked them, what they had 


our N diſcomſed on by the Way ; for they had been en- 'Y 


yed gaged in an ambitious and miſtaken Quarre], 
rant Pbich of them ſhould be greateſt in their Maſter's 
to Aingdum; they ſtill dreaming that it ſhould be 
by Jan External and Earthly Dominion, but their 
5a vilMaſter to check their forwardneſs, told them, 
de That he that would be greater among them, ſhould 


the be their Miniſter ; and taketh a little Child and ſet- 
ing eth him in the midſs, as a Pattern of Humility 
s a nd Simplicity, ſuch innocent Lowlineſs of 


E 2 Spirit, 
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Spirit, being abſolutely neceſſary if we will en. 
ter into the Courts of Heaven; from whence 
Jeſus diſcourſes of the care God takes of little 
Uhildren, whether Naturally or Spiritually 
ſuch, the Danger of giving them Offence, the 
Law and Power of their Angels Guardian, and 
of the Neceflity in the Event, that Scandals and 
Offences ſhould ariſe, and the great Woe and 
Miſery of thoſe Perſons, who were tlie Occa- 
Hon of them. 

But if in the Traverſes of Life, Injuries 
ſhould be done us, he bids us firſt to reprove 
the Perſon that has done us Wrong privately, 
and upon his Repentance to forgive him for 
ever; with a Mercy as umwearied and multi- 
plied as his Penitence. For the Servant to 
whom his Lord had forgiven len thouſand 
Talents, becauſe he refuſed to forgive his Fel- 
Jow-ſervant an Hundred Pence, was delivered 
to the Tormentors till he thould pay that Debt 


which his Lord once forgave. 
John now came and gave him Information 


of a Stranger that caſt ont Devils, in the Name of 


wes ; but becauſe he was not of the Family, 
e had forbidden him: Our Saviour replies, He 
ſhould in no wiſe have torbidden him, for there 


is no Man which ſhall do a Miracle in my Name, felp; 
that can lightly ſpeak Evil of me, for he that is nuſtt thei 
again$F us, is for us. Then Jejus proceeded inf give 
his excellent Sermon, adding Holy Precepts ud Y 
concerning Offences which a Man might dofg®0n, 


to himſelf; in which Caſe he is to be ſevere 


though moſt gentle to others; for in his own coz 


Caſe he muſt ſhew no Mercy, it being better 
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 W with an Eye, rather than with the Support o 

I troubleſome Foot, or a wandring Eye, fall 
into a fad Eternity, where the Worm dieth not, 
1 I «1d the Eire is not quenched; and ſo ended his ex- 
1 © cllent Diſcourſes at this time. | 
1 About this time was the Jens Feaſt of Ta- 
bernacles, whither Feſus went up as it were in 
Secret, and paſling through Samaria, he found 
the Inhabitanrs of a little Village, fo Inhoſpi- 
ve (fable as to refuſe to give him Entertainment, 
which ſo provoked the intemperate Zeal of 
or nes and Fobn, that they would fain have call- 
ti. $4 for Fire from Heaven, to con ſume them as Elias 
to ll. But our Lord rebuked their Anger, 
nd reaching them to. diſtinguith the Spirit of Chri- 


6. tianity from the decretory Zeal of Elias; for 


red ſince the Son of Man came to ſeck and to ſave 
ebr (bat was lofF, it was Indiſcretion and Raſhneſs, 
pon the lighteſt Diſpleaſure, to deſtroy a Man, 
ion {hoſe Redemption coſt the Effuſion of the 
ze of leareſt Blood from the Heart of Fes; on the 
ily, Patrary, our Bleſſed Saviour does a Miracle 
Heſ$70n the ten Leprous Perſons, which came to 
herelim, crying out with fad Exclamations for 
ame. Nel p ; but Jeſ#s ſent them to the Prieſt to offer 
is ny” their cleanſing, and but One only returned 
d in give T banks, and he a Stranger, who with a 
epts ud Voice glorified God, and with humble Ado- 
it dogtion, worſhipped and gave Thanks to Feſus. 
vere Our Lord having finiſhed his Hurny, Was 
- own come to Feryſalem ; there were various O- 
dettehnions concerning him, ſame fazing, He was 4 
(<4 Man; others, that he deceived the People, 
CCC 
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But our Saviour found out an Expedient! 


and the Phariſees ſought for him to do him aff” 
Miſchief ; but when they deſpaired finding him ſu 
in the midſt of the Feaſt and the People, helf/* 
preached openly in the midit ot the Towels hi 
and though they were convinced by the Va. Pen 
riety and Divinity of his Miracles and Dif" 
courſes ; yet to make it apparent how far Pre- tl 
judice may prevail againſt Conviction and De I 
monſtration, we find a Proverb, a Circum ho 
ſtance outweighed Multitudes of Miracles an" 
Arguments; and Chriſt being of Galilee, whe 
they knew whence he was, becauſe of the Prof. 
verb, That out of Galilee comes no Prop be 
Therefore the Rulers did not believe in him, bu S! 
queſtion d his Power, and his Divinity; ye" 4 
very many believed on him, and no Man darſt to | 1 
Hands upon bim, to take him, for as yet bis Ti 1 _ 
was not come; therefore, when the Phariſees ſen h 
Officers to ſeize him, they alſo became h 5 
Diſciples, being themſelves ſurprized with t 0 
Excellency of his Doctrine. | 
After this, Jeſus went to the Mount of OF 7 
wet, on the Eaſt of Jeruſalem, and next Day of” 
turned again into the Temple, where the Scri 
and T hari ſees brought him a Woman taken in: 
Act of Adultery ; tempting him to give Se 3 
tence, that they might accuſe him of Severi 1 
or Intermedling if he condemned her, and Te 
Remiſheſ and Popularity if he did acquit HN“ 


L 
ve 1 
vays 


ade 


their Difficulty, and changed the Scene, 
bidding him that was Innocent among them to th 
the firſt Ste, at the Adultereſs, and then ſtooj 
down to give them a fair Occaſion to withdr: 


Bleſſed Saviour. ro 
e wrote uon the Ground with his Finger, and left 
himkkſus alone, and the Woman in the midſt, whom 
hel diſmiſt, charging her to Sin no mre. A 
? ; Ghhile after, Feſus begins again to diſcourſe to 
em, of his Miſſion from the Father; of his 
Dig racifixion and Exaltation from the Earth; 
Pref the Reward of Believers; of the Excellency 
Truth; of Spiritual Liberty and Relations 
ho are the Sons of Abraham, and who the Chile 
en of the Devil; of his own Eternal Gene- 
tion; and of the deſire of Abrahams to ſee his 
ay. And confuting their malicious and 
ain Calumnies, till they to confute him, took 
Stones to caſt at him, but he went ont of the Tem- 
y. £0ing through the midſt of them, and ſo paſſed 


= In his Paſſage he met with a Man born Blind, 
rl declared that his Blindneſs was not a Pu- 
de ſhment for his own or his Parents Sin, which 
ch th the Opinion of the Phariſees, bus ſent ag 
| 1 Occaſion to make publick the Glory of God; 
F of wo. manifeſt himſelf to be the Light of the 
Day or[d in all Senſes, proved it by a Miracle; for 
6. poiwting his Eyes with Clay and Spirtle, he 
„ in I him g waſh in Siloam, which was a Pool 
clear Water, ſent by God (flith Epiphanins) 

I the Prayer of Iſaiah the Prophet, a little bes! 

re his Death, to fatisfie the Neceſſit ies of his 
ople, oppreſſed with Ihirſt, and a cloſe 
Ege, ſtanding at the Foot of Mount Sia, and 
I it's Water at certain Times and Periods, 
Az frays to the Fes, but not to their Enemies; 


5 8. d by the Overflowings thereof, a Pool was 
ch by: ade ; the Blind-man * and waſhed, and 


4 Te- 
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returned ſeeing, and was inceſſantly vexeꝗ that 
with the Phariſees, to tell them the manner anq him 
circumſtances of the Cure, and when the Maron 
had averred the Truth, and named his Phylic: givi; 
an, giving him a pious and charitable Tefti 60% 
mony, the Phariſees, becauſe they could no Lea, 
force him to diſavow his good Opinion of me 
ſus, caſt him out, or excommunicated him i 
But Jeſus meeting him, received him into th 
Church, and told him, That he was Chriſt 
and the Man became again enlightned, and h 
believed and worthipped. But the Phariſe 
blaſphemed, and in the midſt of Light, thu 
their Eyes, and doated upon Darknels, anWſraye 
therefore did their Sin remain. nd x 
Jeſus then continued his Sermon among thiſievec 
Phariſees, and diſeourſing of the Properties of Noun 
ood Shepherd, proved them to be Thieves eig! 
otbers, becauſe they refuſed to enter in ihe co 
Jeſus, who is the Door of the Shecp ; and unlikfy- 1 
all other Shepherds, would lay down his Life i 7eſ 
bu Sheep: The Jens to requite him for his D illa- 
vine Precepts, noſed their old Argument, takinfhear 
#p Stones again,to throw at him, but he eſtaped otfent, 
of their Hands, and went away beyond Fordatfferſor 
where John at firſt Baptized ; which made ti, 
People remember that John did no Miracle, cel], 
this Man mhm John gave Teſtimony to of his Ho did 
neſs, did many Miracles, and many believed c pre. 
him there. ty. 
After this, Feſus knowing that the Harveſat Pc 
was great, and the Labourers but very few, ſent ode ſec 
ſeventy Iwo of his Diſciples with the lifipab 
Commiſſion, as formerly to the twelve Apo - | Jo 
Lice 
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eq that they might go before to the Places, whither 
nd bimſelf meant to come; who upon their Return 
luft from their Journey, rejoyced greatly in Spirit, 
ſieleiving Glory to God, that he had revealed his 
sti el to Babes, and hid them from the Wiſe and 
no Learned. At this time a Doctor of the Law 
Tllame to Feſus, ſaying, Maſter, what ſhall I do to 
im Wipberit Eternal Lije * Our Saviour reterred him 
hiſto the Scriptures, and declared the Way to Hea- 
rien, to be this only, To love the Lord with all 
d hw Powers and Faculties: But when the 
rijeWLawyer was Captious, asking who was his 
thuNeighbour, Chriſt tells him a Parable, of a 
anFlraveller fallen into the Hands of Thieves, 
ind neglected by a Prieſt and a Levite, but re- 
 tiiflleved by a Sararitane, ſitice no diſtance of 
ot Nountry or Religion deſtroys the Relation of 
2s Neighbourhood ; but every Perſon with whom 
in e converſe in Peace and Charity, is that Neigb- 
nll whom we are to Love as ourſelves. 
fe j Feſus departing from Feraſalem, came to 2 
s Di illage called Bethany, where Martha making 
takireat and buſy Preparation for his Entertain» 
d Olfftent, to expreſs her Joy and Affection to his 
ordaferſon, deſired him to diſmiſs Mary from hir 
de tier, who fat there Feaſting herſelf with his 
le, Mfxcellent Diſcourſes, to aſſiit her; but tho Fe- 
; Hop did not diſcommend Martha's Civility, yet 
ed oſ preſerv'd Mary's Choice, Religion, and San- 
ty. Our Saviour now teaches the Diſciples, 
larveat Form of Prayer, called The LORD's Prayer, 
nt Ole ſecond Time, and that they ſhould be inde» 
e liVFigable and importunate in Prayer, like the 
20ſt le © who forced an unjuſt Judge to do her 
ti\Mice by her earneſtneſs and continua! Solli- 
1 n 5 x citing 
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citing him: Many other Things he added i 


this Sermon, and ſome being preſent that told 7 7 
him of the Galileans, whoſe Blood Pilate mingled (341 
with their Sacrifices ; Feſus reply d, That theſe fa ther 


Calamities were no Arguments that theſe Ga 7 
lileans were greater Sinners than others, thoughſ®” 
this Judgment fell upon them. Theſe Galileay Ws 
were a Sort of People that taught it to be Un,” © 
lawful to pay Tribute to Strangers, or to pra 
for the Roman Emperors, and becauſe the Jen 
did both, they refuſed to communicate wit 
then in their Sacred Rites and Ceremonies 
Hut would Sacrifice a-part ; at which Solemni 
ty, when Pilate the Roman Deputy apprehend 
ed many of them, he cauſed them all to be ſlain 
and to die upon the ſame Altars. A cub: 
And now a certain Ruler of a Synagogut 4s n 
fepining at 7% for having cured a Womaf g 
that was crooked, looſing her fi um her Infirmi: 
Wwherewith ſhe had been affiitled eighteen Year: 
dur Saviour made the Man aſhamed by a 
Ing him, whether he himſelf would ot loc 
wn Ox from the Stall, and lead him to watermg 
the Sabbath-day. And by the ſame Argume 
Hilenced: the Scribes and Phariſees, who veſ hi 
angry with him, for curing a Perſon of t = 
Dropſy on that Day. For Feſus to take off t! fu 717 
Yoke of the Ceremonial Law, by aboliſhing tf Air. 
MMoſaick Rites, choſe to do many of his Mirac' 3 
on the Sabbath, and free Chriſtianity from ti 4; f 
Burden, that he might Abrogate the One, 2 A. 
Inſtitute the Lord's - day at the ſame Tim * 
not much unlike the Sabbatical River, whi 75 a 


Tabbies mention, That was dry. ſix Days, If = 
* ow - gully .- 


Teſu 
Solos 


was, 


. * 0 
2 
-. 


quſhed out in a full Stream on the Sabbath. 
told Jeſus then went up and down the Cities oF 

| 64/ilee, inforcing the Doctrines he had taught 
5 them, and adding new Precepts, advertiſing 
05 them of the Multitudes of thoſe that Periſh, 
and how few ſhall be Saved, and that they 
ſhould frive to enter into at the Strait Gate; the 
Way to Deſtruction being fair and plauſihle, 
but the Way to Heaven very difficult, and few 
W:beir be that find it. He diſcourſes of the many 
Excuſes that Perſons uſed, who were invited 
Ito rhe Feaſt of the Kingdom, and the Refreſh- 

© ments of the Goſpel, and tacitly Inſinuates the 
. Rejecton of the Fouts who were firſt Invited, 
ena and the Call of the Gentiles, from the Fight 

ways and Hedges. He reprehends Herod for 


18 
Subrilty and Deſign to kill him; Prophecies 
he ſhould dye at Feruſalem, and int imates tha 
Jad Deſolations that ſhould happen, for nag- 
Iedcling this their Day of Viſitation, and for killing 

the Prephets, and the Meſſengers ſent fran God. 

The Fes Feaſt of Dedication, being at hand, 
Jeſus went up to Feruſalem, and preached in 
Solomon's Porch ; and the End of the Sermon A 
was, That the Jens had like to have ſtoned |} 
him again. But retiring from thence, he wet 


ſuaſive Parable, declared to the People the 
Mercy of God in accepting Penitents by the 
Example of the Father, who _— the Pro- 
digal Son upon his Return from his Follies and 
2 7 Aleviations ; he diſcourſes of the Me ſſias cont 
ing into the World, to recover living Perſons 
en their. Sin and Panger in the ä 
8 - | 3 
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beyond Jordan, and by a moſt elegant and par 
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the loſt Sheep and Goat, and under the Re pre- I. 
ſentment of the Unjuſt, but prudent Steward; © 
He teaches us to employ our preſent Opportuni- 2. 
ties and Eſtates, by laying them out in Acts M 
of Mercy and Religion, that when our Souls bl. 
Mall be diſmiſſed from the Stewardſhip and W 
Cuſtody of our Body, we may be entertained in th 
Everlaſting Habit ations. He then utters a Para- M. 
Ple of Dives, a voluptuous and uncharitable for 
Man, and Lazarzs a Pious, Afflicted, Sick, far 
Beggar, the firſt dyed and went to Hell, the thi 
feeond to Abraham's Boſom, God ſo ordering mi: 
the Diſpenſation of good Things, that we can- Qu 
not eaſily enjoy two Heavens; nor ſhall the all, 
Miſeries of this Life, if we be truly Religious, I ho 
end otherwiſe than in a beatified Eternity; T.. 
and for Dives Requeſt, that his Brethren might wh; 
Rave warning of his woful Condition; our Sa- Chi. 
Fiour ſhews, That the ordinary Ways of Salva- Gol; 
tion, are the expreſs Revelations of Scripture, I by | 
and the Miniſtries of Gods appointment; andi he 
whoſoever neglects theſe, ſhall not be ſupplied ſeſſic 
by extraordinary Means, or if he were, they f/ 
would be totally Ineffectual. He then laid his ſpiſe 
Hands upon ſome young Children, and gave] Kin- 

mem his Bleſſing, charging his Apoſtles to ad- Itisfa 
mit of Infants to him, becauſe to them in Per- Iples 

& ſon, and to ſuch as they in Signification, the Vin 
Kingdom of Heaven does appertain. He In- all, . 
ſtructs a young Man in the Way to Happineſs, [diffe; 
by keeping God's commands, and heroical ſed yp 
Acts of Charity, which Diſcourſe falling upon mall 
a Perſon not enough reſigned nor weaned from 


Worldiy Enjoyments, for he 4s very Rich ; our 
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Lord then diſcourſes how hard it is for 4 rich Man | 
to be ſaved, but expounds himſelf to mean, they if 
that truſt in Riches; however, though it isa #4 


Matter of great Difficulty, and almoſt impoſſi- 
ble, not to be overcome with the Love of this 
World, yet nothing is impoſſible to & cd. But when 
the Apoſtles heard their Maſter bid the young 
Man ſell all, and give to the Por and follow him, an 

for his Reward, promiſed him an Heavenly Trea- 
fare ; Peter in the Name of the reſt, began to 
think that this was their Caſe, and the Pro- 
miſe alſo might concern them, and atked the 
Queſtion, What ſhall we have, that have forſaken 
all, and followed thee? TFejus anſwered, They 
ſhould fit upon twelve Thrones, judging the T aelve 
Tribes of Iſrael; adding, that every Diſciple 
who ſhould jorſake either Houſe, er Wife, or 
Children, or any other Thing ſor his Sake, and the 
Goſpels, ſhuuld receive a huadred Fold in this Life, 
by way of Comfort, and Equivalency, and in 
the World to come, thouſands of Glories and Poſ- 
ſeſſions to all Eternity; for they that are laſt, 
ſhall be firſt, and the fr} ſhall be laſt, and the de- 
ſpiſed People of this World Thall reign like 


Kings, and Poverty ſhall ſwell into eternal Sa- 


tisfaction, for as our Saviour taught his Diſei- 
om in the Parable of the Labourers in the 

ine- yard, the ſame Reward ſhall be given to 
all, though the Times of their Working were 


neſs, different, and Crowns of Glory ſhall be beſtow- 
ical ſed upon all the faithful Followers of Feſus, who 
1pon mall Reign with him to Eternal Ages. 
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+ While Feſus was in Galilee, Meſſengers came 
to him from Martha and Mary her Sitter, that 
he would haſten into Judea to Bethaxy, to re- 
Jieve their Brother Lazarus, who was danger- 
ouſly Sick; but he deferred his going till La- 
zArus was dead, purpoſing to diſcover an emi- 
nent Token of his Divinity, Power and Mifli- 


on, by a glorious Miracle; after he had ſtaid 4 
two Days, he called his Diſciples to go with = 
him into Fadea, telling them that Lazarus was ; 
Dead, but he wools raiſe him out of that % 


Sleep of Death. By that time Feſus was arrived 
at Bethany, he found that Lazarus had been 
dead four Days, and now near to Putrefaction, 
but when Martha and Mary met him, weeping 
with Pious Tears for their dead Brother, he 
himſelf ſuffered the Paſhons of Piety and Hu- 
manity ; Feſut wept, diſtilling that precious 

iquor into the Grave of Lazarus, waterins 
15 dead Plant that it might ſpring into a new 

e. 

When our Saviour by his Words of Com- 
fort and Inſtitution, had ſtrengthned the Faith 
of the two mourning Siſters, and commanded 
the Stone to be removed from the Grave ; he 
made an Addreſs of Adoration to his Father, 
confeſſing his readineſs always to hear him, 
and then cryed out, Lazarus come forth, and he 
that was dead came forth of his Bed of Darkneſ: 
with his burying Cloths on him, whom when 
the Apoſtles had unlooſed at the command o 
Feſus, he went to Bethany, and many that were 

reſent, believed on him, but others wonder 
ing and malicious, went and told the Phariſer 

| If 


Bleſſed SxviourR 171 


the Story of the Miracle, who upon this Ad- 
vice, called the Great Council, who took ſolemn 
Cognizance of the principal Cauſes of Pro- 
phets, of Kings, and of the Holy Lam; at 
which great Aſſembly, Caiap has, the High Prieſt, 
Prophecied, That it was expedient one ſhould 
die fir the People, and thence forth they deter- 
mined the Death of our Bleſſed Saviour; who 
being acquainted with what they had Decreed, 
retired to the City of Ephraim, in the Tribe of Ju- 
dah, near the Deere. 

Here he continued till the Feaſt of Eaſter, 
and then going toward Feryſalem with his Di- 
ſeiples , he told him what the Event of his 
8 1 would be, that the Jews ſhould leliwer 

im to the Gentiles, and that they ſhould Sconrge- 
him, and Meck him, and Crucifie him, and the 
Third Day he ſhould riſe again. After this Diſ- 


> | courſe, the Mother of Zcledes Children, beg- 


ged of Jeſus for her two Sons, that one might fit 
at his right Hand, and the other at his Left, in 
+ | his Kingdom. For no Diſcourſe of his Paſſion 
10d could make his Diſciples ſenſible of the Myſte- 
l riouſheſs of his Kingdom, which was not ef 
this World; but if they would partake of the 
Favours of it, ſuch as they were, they muſt 
1 he drink of his Cup, and be Partakers of his Suf- 
fer ings, and thereby put themſelves in a Diſpo- 

neu fon of becoming Veſſels of Election. Com- 
3 of ing in his Journey near Fericho, he cures a 
"1 Blind-man fitting by the Way-fide, and eſpy- 

| ing Zacheus, a Man of low Stature, the Chief 
of the Publicans, upon a Tree that he might 
lee Feſus paſling by; Jeſus invited Gs 


42 
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his Houſe, who received him with Gladneſs, 
and Repentance of his Crimes, offering Satis- 
faction to all whom he had wronged, and gave 
half the Remainder of his Eftate to the Poor. 
Six Days before Eaſter, Feſus came to Bethany, 
where he was feaſted by Martha and Mary, ac- 
companied with Lazarus, who ſate at the Table 
with him; and now many came to ſee Feſus, and 
Lazarus who was raiſed from the Dead, and 
upon that Occaſion believed on Feſus. The 
next Day Jeſus came to the Foot of the Mount 
of Olives, and ſent his Diſciples to Bethpage, 
commanding them to unlooſe an Aſs, and a 
Colt, and bring them, telling the Owners ir 
was for his Maſter's uſe ; and riding to Feruſa- 
lem, the People upon Notice of his Approach, 
took Branches of Palm-Trees, ſtrewing them in 
the Way, and crying out, Hoſanna, tothe Son of 
David; which was a Form of Exclamarion uſed 
to the Honour of God, and in yr Solemnity, 
= ſignifying, Lord jave us, Lord proſper us; and 
che Phariſees knowing this to be an appropriate 
Manner of Addreſs ro God alone, ſaid one to 
another, by way of Wonder, Hear what theſe 
Men [ay. 
hen Feſus from the Mount beheld Feruſa- 
lem, he wept over it, and foretold the Miſeries 
and Infelicities which would happen to it, of 
which every Circumſtance came to paſs. For 
in the Mount of Olives, where Zela ſhed 
Tears over periſhing Jeruſalem, the Romans firſt 
itched their Tents when it came to its final 
eſtruction. The Peoples Acclamations fol- 


lowed till the Phariſees were ready to burſt with 


Envy ; [+ 
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and there he cured certain Perſons 
Feſus then came 


Envy ; 


that were Blind and Lame. 


to Bethany, and turning into the Houſe of Si- 


mon the Leper, Mary Magdalen having been re- 

roved by Judas, for ſpending Ointment upon 
Feſas Feet, of great Value; to declare her 
Love once more, ſhe poured the ſame rich Oint- 
ment on his Sacred Head; all the Diſciples 
Murmuring at this prodigious Expence, Fe 11 
to expreſs his Thankfulneſs, and her miraculous 
Affection, added this Prophecy, That where- 
ever the Goſpel ſhould be preached, a Record 
of this Act ſhould be kept as a perperual Monu- 
ment of her Piery. 

Iwo Days before the Paſſover, the Scribes and 
Phariſees called a Council, to contrive crafty 
Ways for deſtroying of Jeſus, they not daring 
to do it by open Violence. Of which Meeting 
Judas Iſcariot having Notice, ran from Bethany, 
and offered himſelf to betray his Maſter to them, 
if they would give him a conſiderable Reward ; 
they agreed for thirty pieces of Silver, which ac- 
cording to the Fewiſh Account, is thought to 
be thirty Pound Weight of Silver, a goodly 
Price for the Saviour of the World, to be priz- 
ed at by his undiſcerning and unworthy Coun- 


trymen. The next Day, which was the fir 


Day of the Unleavened Bread, on which it was 
neceſſary they ſhould kill the Paſſover. Feſus ſent 
Peter and Fobn to the City, to a certain Man 
whom they ſhould find carrying a Pitcher of 
Water to his Houſe ; him they ſhould follow; 
and there prepare the Paſſover ; they went and 
found the Man in the ſame Circumſtances, and 
KAnn | Pre-; 
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repared for 7 eſus and his Family, who at the 
| came to celebrate the Paſſover - It was 
the Houſe of John, Sir-named Mark, which 
had always. been open to this Bleſſed Family, 
where our Saviour was pleaſed to finiſh his laſt 
Supper. 

When the Evening was come, Jeſus ſtood 
with his Diſciples and eat the Paſchal Lamb, 
after which he girt himſelf with a Towel, and tak- 
ing 4 Baſon, waſhed the Feet of his Diſciples, in- 
ſtructing them in the Doctrine of Humility, 
by his own Example: But Peter was unwillin 
to be waſhed by his Lord, until he was told he 
muſt Renounce his Part in him unleſs he were 
waſhed ; who thereupon cryed out, Not my Feet 
only, but my Hands and my Head. Jeſus ſa id, 
The waſhing of the Feet was ſufficient for the 
Purification of the whole Man; relating to tha 
Cuſtom of thoſe Countries who uſed to go to 


Supper immediately from the Baths, and were þyj 


ſufficiently clean, ſave only on their Feet, by 


reaſon of the Duſt contracted in their Paſſage, . 
from the Baths to the Dining-room ; and by |, 
it, Jeſus meant that the Body of Sin was waſhed in 


away in the Bath of Baptiſm. 


After the eating of the Paſchal Lamb, it was 


the Cuſtom of the Fews, to fit down to a ſe- 


cond Supper, in which they eat Herbs and. 


Unleavened Bread, the Maſter of the Family 


firſt dipping his Morſel, and then the reſth 


of the Houſhold ; after which the Father brake 
Bread into pieces, and diſtributed a Part to 


every one of the Gueſts, and firſt drinkipgh 
himſelf, gave co the reſt the Cup f th 3h C 
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Wine, according to the Age and Dignity of 
the Perſon, adding to each Diſtribution a 
Form of Benediction proper to the Myſtery, 
which NE Os of their Delive- 
nance out of Egypt. This Supper Feſus bein 
to Celebrate, — the . a M 
fiery, and gave his Body and Biood Sacramen- 
tally ; hereby Inſtituting the Bleſſed Sacrament, 
which from the Time of its Inſtitution, is 
called, The Lords Supper, which Rite Feſus 
commanded the Apoitles to commemorate un- 
til his ſecond Coming. | 
But Feſus being troubled in Spirit, told hi 
Diſciples, That one of them ſhould betray him; 
o confirm them in their Belief of his Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Spirit of Prophecy; the Diſciples 
ere diſturbed, and Jooking on one another, 
doubting of whom: he ſpake, beckoned to the ber 
wed Diſciple, leaning on Jeſus Breaſt, that he 
night as; for they who knew their own Inno- 
ency, were deſirous to ſatisfy their Curioſity, 
and be rid of their Fear. Feſus being asked, 
gave them a Sign, and a Sop to Tub. com- 
manding him to do hat he lit ſpeedily ; Jeſus 
being extreamly ſtreightned till he had drank 
the bitter Cup prepared for him. After Juda 
eceiwed the Sop, the Devil entred into bim, aud 
he went forth immediately it being now Night. 
After his Departure, Jeſus began his Fare» 
vel Sermon, diſcourſing of the Glorification of 
od in his Son, and of thoſe Glories his Fa- 
her had prepared for him; of his ſudden De- 


HB parture to Prepare a Place for them; com- 
i 


manding them to Love one another; fortelling 


f eter, 


4 
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Peter, who made confident Proteſts, That Ma 
would dye with his Maſter, yet before the Civir 
crew twice, he ſhould deny him thrice ; armingfl, 6:6 
them againſt Perſecution, and giving them h by 
Bleſſing, and praying for them, and then having his 
ſung a Hymn, which was Part of the great Hilf,.. c 
laluah, beginning at the 114 Flalm, (nbeſſnem 
Iſrael came out of Egypt, Cc.) and ending af clue 
the 118 Incluſive, went forth nu his DiſcplÞq h. 
over the Brook Cedron, to the Mount of Olives 
toaVillage called Gethſemane, where there was 
Garden, into which he entred to pray toget her wit 
bi Diſciples. But taking Peter, James, and ſohi 
with him, abuit a Stone's-ca$F from the ret; heb, 
an to be exceeding Serrowful and Sad even un! 
Death ; ſaying, Tarry ye here, and Watch ni per 
me, and he was with-drawn from them, and kneel:# 
down, and fell on his Face to the Ground, ſaying, ized 
my Father ! if it be poſſible, let this Cup paſs frnſrced 
me, nevertheleſs not my Will, but thy Wik be done ight 
this he repeated thrice in the ſame Words low. 
but knowing the drinking of this Cup, wahre 
the great End of his Coming into the Worldþ,jj 
He diveſted himſelf of the Affections of Flef ſus R 
and Blood, and becauſe his Father commandedF} 
was deſirous to ſuffer all our Pains. . 
Mean while. Judas the Tray tor came with a MulF his 
titude of armed Men, with Swords and Staves from, Ty 
the _, and the Elders to apprehend him; talſerefe 
ing the Opportunity of the Night, becauſe they durſſe Pe, 
not ſeize him by Day, for fear of the PeopleJngir 
Aer ſignified the Perſon of his Maſter, tqekly 
the Soldiers by a Kiſs, an Addreſs of ſeeming, .-. 


Civility; but when they came roman hi — 
c 
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F-ſus ſaid, whom ſeek ye * They ſaid, Jeſus of 
t azareth. He ſaid, [am he; yet there was & 
Divinity upon him, that the Soldiers coming 
10: firſt with a rude Attempt, were twice repel- 
hig by the Glory of his Perſon, till they falling 
10S: his Feet, were at laſt admitted to the Sei- 
HalYre of his Body; but Peter a ſtout Galilean, 
ꝛhennempted a bold Reſcue, cut off the Ear of one 
g af the High Prieſt's Servants; but Feſus rebu- 
Pleſſed his Paſſion, and commanded him to put u 
ves Sword, ſaying, All that ſtrite with the. Sword, 
45 all periſh with the Sword, and touched Malchus's 
nur, and cured him. 

Joh When Feſus had yielded himſelf to their 
e bFower, his Diſciples fied, and John the Evan- 

untl, who for Grief, had forgot to lay aſide his 

IRpper Garment, which they uſed in Feſtivals 
cel'# put on, began to make his Eſcape, but being 
7, ized by the Linnen upon his bare Body, was 
frmrced to leave that behind him, that himſelf 
lone Jight avoid his Maſter's Danger: But . Peter 
Yds Fllowed afar off, and the greatneſs of Fohn's 

WaÞve made him return to the High Prieſt's 
orldqal, after his Surprize and Fright was over. 
Flel ſus was firſt led to Annas, who was the Frince 
dedſ the Sanhedrim, and had Cognizance of Pro- 

ers and publick Doctrines, who aſking Feſus 
uf his Diſciples, and of his Doctrines, anſwer- 
Fon That he ſpoke openly to the World, and 
; talſerefore referred him to the Teſtimony of all 
durſf. People; for which true Anſwer, a Servant 
opleqnding by ſt ruck him in the Face, and Feſus 
er, tcekly aſked him, :What Evil be had done. But 
mingenas without the ſeventy Judges could do no- 
15 BY thing, 
e 
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thing, and therefore ſent him to Caiaphas, wh pe 
was High Prieſt that Year. 15 F. 
Teter coming thither, denied three Time $4 
that he was a Galiſean, and of Feſsss Famihy he 
till our Saviour looking back, reminded him «M hi. 
his Prediction, and the foulneſs of the Crime he 
and the Cock Grew ; Peter went out and wept bit an; 
terly, that he might cleanſe his Soul from the tra) 
foul Stains he had contracted by his ſhamefu ſult 
Perjury, and denying his Lord; and it is $7, 
ported, That ever after, when he heard i; i 
Cock crow, he wept at the Remembrance d fror 
his own Unworthineſs. fore 
In the Morning the Council aſſembled anſ ed, 
fought falſe Witneſs againſt Feſus, but fou The 
none to purpoſe ; they railed boldly, but coulſ the 
rove nothing; they accuſed vehement I put 
— the greateſt Article that their Malice coul tho 
pretend to, was, That he ſaid he would deſtr bid 
the Temple, and build it again in three Dayſ they 
but the Witneſſes by diſagreeing, made vo A= 
each others Teſtimony, and therefore Feſus afof [ 
ſwered neither to this, nor any other of thas a 
Allegations, till at length Caiaphas ad jures tain, 
by the Living God, to 19 whether he was ChriſPbring 
no : wap knew his Deſign was to take away Rall 
Life by this Inquiry, and not out of Piety nent 
Curiolity, yet becauſe his Hour was now coe 
openly affirmed he was Chriſt the Son of Gbriet 
which when rien 5 heard, he cryed out BHemn 
hemy, rent his Garments, and called preſchnd x 
y for Sentence to be pronounced againſt hithe 1 
and as it was agreed, they all condemned rief 


& Guilty of Death, and * OG ill £ 
| * 


\ 
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Power inflicted it; for they beat him with their 
Fijts, ſmote bim with the Palms of their Hands, 
Su «pon him, and abuſed him, When Judas 
heard they had paſſed the final Sentence upon 
him, it repented him of his Wickednefs, and 
he brought back the Reward oft his Treaſon ; 
and threw it among them, ſaying, I have be- 
trayed Innocent Blood, and the Prieſts upon Con- 
fultation, bought with the Money a Field to bur 
Strangers in; and judas went and hanged imſelf; 
it is reported by the Ancients, that Judas tell 
ce of from the Fig-tree on which he was hanged, be- 
fore he was quite dead, and at length ſo ſwel- 
d af ed, that he burſt, and his Bowels guſhed out. 
coun The High Prieſts having aſſigned over Feſus to 
coull the ſecular Power, carried him to Pilate to be 
ntlyput to Death by his Sentence, or Military Au- 
coul thority; Pilate willing to decline the Buſineſs, 
eſtig bid them Judge him according to their own Lam; 
Dayſſchey reply d, It was not Lawful for them to put any 
e vol Man to Death, meaning, during the ſeven Days 
[us Wot Unleavened Bread, which then happened; 
| tifas appears in the Inflance of Herod, who de- 
es tained Peter in Priſon, intending after Eaſter, to 
brijt bring him out to the People. Others think, that 
vay fall the Right of inflicting Capital Puniſh» 
iety pnents, was taking the Fews by the Romans; and 
w cose pbus writes, That when Ananias the High 
f GPrieſt had, by a Council of that Nation, con- 
ut Bflemned St. James, the Brother of our Lord, 
preſehnd put him to Death without the Conſent of 
ft hithe Roman Preſident, he was deprived of his 
ed Hprieſt-hood: But their Malice being reſtleſs, 
7 ill the Sentence they had paſt was put in Exe- 
Ws, 


cution, 


. 
vw 
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cution, againſt our Saviour, and they knowing 
that Pilate was a zealous Promoter of the No- 
man Greatneſs, and an Hater of the Se& of the 
Galileans, the High Prieſt accuſed Jeſus that he 
was of that Sect, and that he denied paying Tri- 
bute to Cæſar, and called himſelf King. Pilate 
having queſtioned him about it, he anſwered, 
That his Kingdom was not of this World. Pilate 
thinking he had nothing to do with the other 
Kingdom, gave Teſtimony, that he found not hing 


was a Galilean, and of Herod's Juriſdiction, he 


much of him, and deſired to ſee him, hoping 
to ſee ſome Miracle done by him, of whom he heard 
ſo many; but the Event was, That Fefus did 


at nougÞt, and mucked him; and that Day Herod 
back clothed in a white and ſplendid Garment, 


ſons being uſually arayed in Black. 
Cuſtom of the Nation, Jeſus ſhould be releaſed 


Spirit of Malice was more prevalent, and the 
Multitude required that Barabbas, a Murtherer, 
a Thief, and a Sedirious Perfon ſhould be ex- 
changed for him; Pilate being willing ro acquit 
Feſus from Puniſhment, and himſelf of Guilt 
offered to Scourge him, and let him go, hoping 
that a leſſer Draught of Blood might Rop er 

| ge 


wortþy of Death in Jeſus. But hearing that he I. 


ſent him to Herod, who was at Feruſalem at the 
Feaſt, Herod was glad, becauie he had heard F, 


there no Miracle, and Herodes Soldiers jet him 
was reconciled to Pilate. And Feſus was ſent | 


which tho poſſibly they intended in Deriſion, f 
yet was a Token of Innocence, condemned Per- 


But Pilate offered that according to the] 


for the Honour of the preſent Feſtival; yet the] 


ute, 
his | 


ſes 


? 
wit] 


lave: 


te de. 


lore 
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ige; but theſe Miſcreants cry d out, Guciſ 
, and told him plainly, That if he let this 
lan go, he was no Friend to Cæſar. Pilate then 
led for Water, and waſhed his Hands, to ſhew 
5 own unwillingneſs, and fix this Guilt on 


e em, who took it upon them as greedily, as 
. y fucked his Blood; they cry d out, His 
te 


ud be upon us and ow Children. As Filate was 
er Ying to give Sentence, his Wife being troubled 
"2 ber Dreams, ſent with the earneſtneſs and 
ne Ion of a Woman, that he ſhould have nothing 
with that just Perſon. But he was engaged, 
he I and Feſus, God and the King did ſeem to 
| different Intereſts ; and tho* he was ſatis- 
ing it was only Calumny and Malice; yet a- 
d nſt the Divine Laws, and the Reman alſo, he 
lid ſdemn d an innocent Perſon, and ad judg'd him 
bim Death which was only due to Murderers 
rod publick Thieves; upon pretence of Blaſ- 
ent my, of which he ſtood Accuſed, but not 
ent, nvicted, and for which by the Jem Law he 
ion, ſuld have been ſtoned to Death. 
Per nd now was the Holy Lamb to bleed; Firft 
refore Pilate's Soldiers array him in Royal 
the es, put a Reed in his Hand for a Scepter, 
aſed ted a Crown of Thorns on his Head ; they 
t thef, the Knee, and mock him, and inſtead ot 
che ute, pay him with Blows and Spi tt ings up- 
erer his Holy Head, and after the moſt horrid 
e ex ſes, they bind him to a Pillar and Scourge 


Squiq with Whips, a Punithment inflicted only 


ut Slaves ; after which Barabbay being ſet free, 
pine delivered Jeſus to be Crucified; the Soldiers 
rheiſÞe... having made a Croſs ſad and heavy, 
Rage —— | E laid 


12 


+ compel Simon a Cyrenian, to help him. A great a 


% 


_ . 
4 we * - z 
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Lid it upon Jeſus Shoulders, who like Iſaac, bore t 
Wood with which himſelf was to be ſacrificed, 3 
drove him out to Crucifixion, who was ſcarce able 
ſtand under that Load, and when he Fainred, th 


mixt Multitude followed Fe/ſus to Golgotha, the Chi 
nel Houſe of the City, and the place of Execut 
But the Women wept with bitter Exclamations, 
their Sadneſs was encreaſed by the ſad Predictions, 7: 
then uttered of their future Calamities, and that 
Time ſhould come, that Men ſhall ſay, Bleſſed are 
Barren that never bare, and the Paps that never g 
Suck. 

When Feſus was come to Go/gotha, a Place in 
Mount of Calvary, where according to Trad 
Adam was buried, and where Abraham made an A 
for the Sacrifice of his Son, the Soldiers having ſtr 
ped him, nailed him to the Croſs with four Nails, 1 
tween two Thieves; in the midſt of all his TormeilR 
Jeſus made only one Prayer of Sorrow, to repreſent 
fad Condition, as if God had forſaken him, bur na 
Syllable of Anger againſt his Enemies; inſtead of t 
he ſent up a Holy Charitable Effective Prayer for t | 1, 
Forgiveneſs, by which, it is Recorded, he obtainec c 
God, that within fifty five Days, eight Thouſandnd L 
his Enemies were converted; rhree long Hours the WS; 


ly Feſus hung, clothed with Pain, Agony, and Diſe fai 


, nour ; his Holy Virgin Mother ſtood by his Croſs, Bilnefs, 


- 


A 


%* ther, and from that Time forward, John took her m. fi 


before her Sorrow, and her Love ſwallowed: up e Few 
Grief; eſpecially conſidering, That tho her SonÞorks 1 


over to the Care of John the Beloved Diſciple, by NW, 4 


on whom old Simeon's Prophecy was fulfilled, for , who 
the felt a Sword paſſing through her very Soul; bu Divi, 
Hope and Expectation of the Reſurrection drew a Fas pra 


no Temporal Eſtare ro beſtow , yet with his die vel 
Breath, he made Proviſion for her, by canſigningey in 


ing him to be her Adopted Son, and her to be hiflalee 


Hi an Houle. 
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. CHRIST Crucified. 


— 


for d | Late prepared the following Inſcription to be-gme; A 
41ned over the Head of Feſus, written in Hebrews Geeeſs \:/! 
uſanqnd Latin, JESUS OF NAZARETH, KING OR THEB+: 
the WS; which the Phariſees would have altered, and td 
d Die faid, He was King of the Fews; vat Pilate c ＋] a 
oſs, Auneſs, or to deſpight their Nation, or in Honour of 
for , whom he knew to be a uſt Per ſon, as being over- ruled 
; buſy Divine Providence, refuſed to alter it. While Te 
ew a fas praying and dying for his Enemies, the Rulers ag 
d upſe Jews mocked him, upbraiding him with the g o 

r Son orks he did, and the Inſtances of his Power, ſaying, 
his die ſaved others, himſelf he cannot ſave, Others faid, - 
igninge bir come down from the Croſs, if he be K ng.of the 

, by es, and we will believe in him; and of the. ] õ 
be hichaletactors that were Crucified wich him, ane Rig 
her Im, ſaying, If "thay be Chriſt, ſave thy n : 
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Day of the Week, ard Hour of the Day, agreeing fi 


Fd continued to the Ninth ; about which Time, 7eſws 


Whole 22 Pſalm; which is an admirable Narrative ot 


| 5 le called for Elias to take him down 1 the * 5 Who 
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Bur the other Thief, whom the preſent Pains and Cir- | * 
cumſtances of Feſus Paſſion had ſoftned and made be- 
lieving, reproved his Fel'ow tor not fearing God, cor: 
feſſing that they ſuffered deſervedly, bur eſis laws 
leſly, and then prayed ro Feſus, Lord, remember me 
when thou comeſt into thy Kingdom : Which miraculous 7 
Converſion, Jeſus. entertained with a ſpeedy Promiſe, I. 
of a very great Felicity, promiſing that on that very f 
Day he ſhould be with him in Paradiſe. 

While theſe Things were doing the whole Frame of 
Nature, ſeemed to be Diſſolved and out of Order, be- 
cauſe their Lord and Creator ſuffered; for the Sun was 
10 darkened, that the Scars appcared, and rhe Eclipſe 
was prodigious, the Moon not then being in Conjuncti- 
un, but Full, as was noted by Phlegon the Freed-man of 
che Roman Emperor Adrian, ty Lucian, and Diony ſius 
while he was yet a Heathen, all excellent Scholars, 
great Hiſtorians, and Fhiloſophers, who al ſo noted the . 


in all Circumſtances, tor the Sun hid his Head from Fe- 
Holding ſuch a Prodigy of Wickedneſs and Sadnefs, 
and provided a Veil for the Nikedneſs of Jeſus, that the]; 
Women might be preſent, and himſelf die with Mo: 


% 


The Eelipſe and the Paſſion began at the ſixth Hour, 


be ing tormented with the untufferable Load of his Fa- 
thers Wrath. due for our Sins, and wearied with Pains 

and Heavineſs, cry d out, My God, my God, why half 
4% forſaken me And as it is thought, Repeared the 


the Paſſion, full of Prayer and Complaints at firſt, and 


a Deſcription of his Pains, and Thankſgiving, Joy 77 


and Prophecy at the laſt; but cheſe firſt Words 1c 1 
Recorded, he ſpake in a Language at it felf, or elſe by 75 
reaſon of Diſtance, was not underſtood ; for they thought © *-- 
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nen Jeſus being in an Agony, ſaid, I Thirſt, and 
ane ran, and filled a Spunge with Vinegar, wrapping ip 
I" with Hyſop, and put it on a Reed, that he might arink, 
The Vinegar and the Spunge were in Execucions of con- 
me demned Perſons, fer to ſtop the too violent Iſſues of 
ous FBlood, and prolong the Death, but were oftercd to him 
te, lin Scorn, mingled with Gall, to make the Mixrure more 
TY Yrtorrid and Nauſcous; but Je rafted ic only, and re- 
fuſed the Draught. And now knowing thatthe Prophe- 
: of cies were fulfilled, and his Torments, Satisfactory, he 
be⸗ aid, It is finiſhed, and crying with & loud Voice, Fa- 
Was eher, into thy Hands I commend my Spirit, he bowed his 
ple Irad and yielded up his Spirit into the Hands of God, 
End dyed, haſtning to his Fachers Glories, ta ſhine in 
nde other World. 
ius Then the Veil of the Temple, which ſeparated the 
lars, pecret Moſaick Ceremonics from the Eyes of the Peo- 
| rhe le, Rent in the mid, from Top to the Bottom; and tlie 
CVE Þinge's Prefidents of the Temple, called to each other, 
n tp depart from their Scars z and ſo a great an Ea rch- 
neſs, uake happened, that the Rocks did rend, the Moun- 
ic the fing trembled, the Graves opened, and the Bodies of 
NNO Perſons aroſe, walking from their Burying- places, 
the Holy City, and appeared unto many; and fo 
Hour prehenſions and Amazement happened to all them- fy 
Jeſuuſit ſtood by, that they departed ſmiting their Breaſts 


Ss Fa- ich Sorrow and Fear, and the Centurion that attended WE 
Faun the Execution, faid, Certainly this was the Smaf. 
J has id; | + 1 
ed che She 
tive oi The HY MN. 1 
ſt, anc Y a | 0 

„Joy W Hen our forlorn and helpleſs State, RD 
— oh None could Releive beſide z © oP 

elſe 9 es 


Then at th appointed Time, our Lord, 
For the Ungodly dy d. 

bo e er redeem'd à juſt Man's Life, 

Wing down bis own ? = 


F 3 
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 Perphaps there may ſuch c enerous Love, he ly 


To a good Man be ſhywn. > Mood. 

But the Tranſcendent Lyve of God, on 

All Human does excel; Ne He 

And ſbines moſt Glorious in our Eye, Fo 

Beyond all Parallel. Firron 

For when obnoxious to his Wrath, ith, 

We wretched Sinners flood ; 1 fu 

Then bis on Son came to atone art, 

| Our Guilt with his own Blood. w he 
Mich more than when that precious Blood, th 
Has clear d our guilty Score, his 
Shall we be from the Wrath to come, ad 8 

- Reſcu'd for evermye. aced 

Fr if the Death of Chyiſt ſo far | a { 

God's Wrath could pacify, t ih 

As to procure his very Foes, t gre 

A League of Amity. c 

Much more ſhall we, when through his Death, » a 

God's Favour we Fetain, 5 NO) 

- Thro' hi exalted glorious Liſe, ay u 

' Eternal Bliſs obtain. pkin 
_ . more, we in our God rejoyce, enwr 
_=_ -.' Through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 5 { 
+: By whoſe Atonement we are now t ex] 
ub. free Love reſtor d. 8 


nt becauſe the next Day was the Jews Sabbath, and Þ Obe 
- Feltvalof the baſchal Lamb beſides; the Jews haſtfurec 
ed char the Body ſhould be taken from the Croſs, an' 4 
+ therefore ſent Pi ate to haſten their Death, by breakin? . 
heit Legs, that before Sun: ſet, they might be taken 4 ſoſep 
dn, according to the Commandment, and be buriec Nap! 
The Soldiers therefore came, and brake the, Legs of C. 
2 Thieves, but eſpying and wondring tit Jeſus w To 

We. i Already dead, they brake not his Legs; for the. Scripty th le 
. i foretold, That a Bone of him ſhould not be brobeng;Þut ral 
ee, bio In Sid. and weft 
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. 9, there ſtreamed out rwo Rivelers of Mae and 
dien. 15 

some of the Primitive Fathers give an Accoune, Thae 

e Holy Virgin Mother, (whole Soul during thewhole 

ifſion, was pierced with a Sword, and: ſharper 

row, cho ſhe was ſupported by the Comforts of 

ith, and thoſe Holy Predictions of his Reſurre&ion, 

future Glories, which Mary had laid up in her 

art, againſt this great Day of. Tryal) now that ſhe 

her Bleſſed Son had ſuffered all chat aur Neceſſitics, 

their Malice could require or iuflict, cauſed ſome 

his Followers with whom ſhe joined, to take her 

2d Son from the Croſs, which ſhe kiſſed and em- 

iced with all the Endearments that could be expreſſed 

| ſorrowful Mother, weeping for her dead Son. 

r ſhe was highly ſatisfied by confidering that now 

t great Myſtery, determined by Divine Predeſtinati- 

before the beginning of all Ages was ful filled in her 

, and the Paffion that was abſolutely ncceflary, 

s now accomp'iſhd. She therefore firſt Baths his 

dy with her warm Tears, and delivering a winding 

pkin to Foſeph of Arimathea, gave him in Charge 

enwrap the Body, and Enbalm and do it all Funeral 

es, to compoſe it Decently to the Grave, having 

exhorted him ro make a publick Conſeſſion of his 

Ich, as to the Divinity of our Holy Redeemer, Wh. 

had only hitherto made Profeſſion of in private. / #-- 

and Þ obeyed the Counſel of ſo Excellent a Perſon, and 

*hagfrured upon the Diſpleaſure of the Jewiſh Ru- 

„ anf and went confidently to Pilate, and begged the 

eakinÞ of Jeſus. 8 10d: 

ten Moſeph therefore takes the Body, binds his Head with 

iel Napkin, waſhes the Body, anoints it with Oim ment, 

57 a Compoſition of Myrrh and &4loes, and lay it in 

us W 

vipty 

Huf 


* F 
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theſe Circumſtances being uſed by the Fews in their ; 
lexdls-3 bur it was not Lawful to Inter a condemned 
log in chere common burying Places. When che 
1 EE Sun 


Web, which he for himſelf had hewen out of a Rock; 


* K _ 
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Sun was ſer, the chief Prieſts and Phariſees went to 
late, telling him, That Jeſus while he was Living, for 
told his own Reſurrection en the Third Day; and le 
bis Diſciples ſhould come and fteal the Bod), and [ay 
was Rifen from the Dead, deſired that rhe Sepylc} 
might be ſe ured, againſt the Danger of any ſuch ! 
poſture; Pilate gave them leave to do their Pleaſur! 
they rherefore ſealed the Grave, rolled a great Sol. Re! 
at the Mouth of it, and as Ancient Tradition ſaÞparks 
Bound it about with Labels of Iron, and ſer a Watch $0 th 
Soldiers, as if they intended to make it ſurer than Frurne 


| 


ne Be 


poſt] 
t to 


ey Ci 
on, I 


erref James and Salome, brought ſweet Spices to - 
<#MWpulchre, that they might again Embalm the HR 
Body; for the Rites of Embalming among the HebrewlSJE 
ae to laſt forty moos their Love being not ſatisſe 
_ With what 7o/cph had done. They therefore haſt Q 

1200 to the Grave, and after the Expence they had been H p 
bdegan to confider, wh ſhould remove the Stone; a; 
av they ſtil! go on, their Love carrying them through \ 
_ Difficulties. But when they came to the Sepulchi 
mey found the Guard from whom they might haye 
ed Oppoſition, affrighted and removed, and 
=  IMtone rolled away, for juſt before, there had bee 


were like dead Men. | 
High Prieſts, and told them what had happened; RW 
they reſolving now to add to their Iniquity, by a 
Crime, hire the Soldiers to tell an incredible 
weak Fable, that his Diſciples came by Night, and 
RS * bim away; Tho'the Wit of Man could not have inve] "x4 
deed more ſtrong Security than they uſed, to prey car 
day ſuch Deſiꝑn chat themſelves ha” ade, J. 
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The Women entred into the Sepulchre, and miſſing 


he Body of Feſus, Mary Magdalen went to the eleven 


poſtles, complaining that the Body of our Lord was 
tro be found. Then Peter and John ran as faft as 
ey could ro ſee; for the unzxpeRednefs of the Rela- 


Son, made them to doubt of the Truth, their Faich of 


s Reſurrection, nor being yet fixed in them, and the 
parks thereof not raiſed into a Flame. They looked 
zo the Sepulchre, and not finding the Body there, they 

rned; by' this time Mary Magdalen, and the Wo- 


Irn who ſtaid Weeping for their Lord's Body, ſaw ' 


o Angels ſitring in White, the one at the Head, and 
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fear z telling them, Thar Jeſus of Nazareth; who 


N Crutihet; wan alſo Riſen, and was nat there; and 


ö VP 
1 


le chem call: to Mind what Jeſus had told them in 
ee, concerning his Crucifixion and Reſſrrettion che 
Wh > 3 


4 $4 a > SIE F 
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be Mother at the Feet, at which unexpected Sight, tx, 
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| bled aid bowed thempelves bur the Angel bid che- 


33s The Life of our 
© And Mary turned her ſelf back, and ſaw Jefus, hut 
ſuppoſing bim to be the Gardiner, ſhe ſaid to him, Sir, 
if you have born him hence, tel me where thou ha# laid 
him, and I will take him away ; but Jeſus ſaid unto 


ber, Mary. Then ſhe knew his Voice, and with Ex- 


taſie of Joy and Wonder, was ready to have fallen ar 
his Feet and embraced them; but he commanded her 
not to touch him; but go to his Brethren, and ſay, I 
aſcend to my Father, and your Father; to my God, and 
your. God, Mary departed full of Joy and Satisfaction, 


and told theſe Things to the Apoſtles, bur her Relation 


Demed altogether Fantaſtick and Imaginary. About 
the ſame time alſo Feſus appeared to Simon Peter; 
and towards Evening to two of his Diſciples going dit- 


Eurrences ; Jeſus puts himſelf in their Company, and 
upbraids their Incredulity, and Expounds the Scriprures 


Was known to them by Vaniſhing away, whom when 
> "preſent, they knew not; and inſtantly they haſten to 7? 
#*uſalem, and told the Diſciples what had happened. 

While they were there, the ſame Day at Evening 
hen the Diſciples were aſſembled all but Thomas, /e 


(Feſus confuted them by appealing to their Senſes, au 

ming them feel his Fleſh and Bones, which Spirits hau 
a>? at waich Sight they re oyced with exceeding Jo) 
and began to be reſtored to their -Janguiſhing Hopes of 
me future Felicity, by the return of their Lord u 
Fife; and there he firſt breathed on them, giving rhen 


! . 


Remi, ſhall be remitted to them, and whofoever Sil 
E = gequained wich, and zcfolved” nox_toBelteye, unlef 


-, Sonfolately ro Emaus, and diſcourſing of the late Oc 


That Chriſt ought to ſuffer and riſe again the Third, 
Day, and in breaking of Bread, diſappeared, and off, 


cet for fear of the Jews, the Doors being ſhut, Jeſu . 
dame and flood in the midſt of them, and they were er 
eedingly troubled, ſuppoſing it had been a Spirit. bug 


E the. Holy Ghoſt, and performing the Promule-rwad — 
|. . made. before his Peach, faying, Iberer Sins e 


ve Retain, they are retained. Theſe Things Thomas w. 


. 


of » 
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506 icht put his Finger into the Holes in lis Hands, and 
is Hand into his Side; which 7eſh eight Days after, 
mw t another Appearance to the Apoſtles, made demon- 
4 ration of to him, but with a. mild Reproof to his Un- 
elief, promiſing a ſpecial B'eſfing to all ſucceeding 
Ages of he Church, fer they are ſuch as ſaw not, bu 
et bel ie ved. 


in But Feſis at his early Appearing, had ſent an Order by 
15 7 he Women, that the Diſciples ſhould go into Galilee, 


ind they did fo after a tew Days; and Sn Peter be- 
ng there, went a Fiſhing, and Six others of the A- 
oftles with him, to the Sea of Tiberias, where 
hey laboured all Night, and caught nothing. Towards 
he Morning, Jeſus appeared to them, and bid them caſt 
he Net on the right Side of the Ship; which they did, 
" —"Þnd incloſed one hundred and fifty great Fiſhes ; by 
hich prodigious Draught, John the beloved Diſciple 
"perceived it was the Lord. At which Inſtant, Feter 
hrew himſelf into the Sea, and went to Jeſus, and 
hen the reſt were come a- Shore, they all din d with 
roy 1'd Fiſh. After Dinner Feſis taking care of thoſe 
cattered Sheep which were diſperſed over the Face of 
he Earth, that he might gather them into one Sheep-fold, 
nder one Shepherd, asked Peter, Simon Son of Jonas, 
Wove# thou me more than theſe ? Peter anſwered, Tea, 
Lord, thou Inoweſt all Things; thou knowe$Þ that 1 


ion, 


bout 


80 ks Le thee. Then Jeſus ſaid unto him, Fed my Sheep. 
| — and Jeſus asked him the fame Queſtion, and gave him 
haue fame Precept, che ſecond an! third Time; and 


Þficr intruſting this Charge to him, Jeſus told him, 
What the Reward he ſnould have in this World, ſhould 
e a ſharp and honourable Martyrdom ; he likewiſe 
ecks Peter's Curiofiry in inquiring what thould be- MM 
uc of the beloved Diſciple, and anſwercd his Que- | 
Wo: wich ſome Sha: piſs of Reprchenſion, and no 
ardattion: If £ wil. e be tarry till I come; what 
rere ade chem ſuppoſe he ſhould 
os ve wy I 1 miltaken; for though 7ohn- Mb 
n Hveck. 1 


8 
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lived till aſter the Deſ Aion of Jeruſalem, notwith 
ſtanding the Attempts of Perſecutors, and the Mira { 
Tous Eſcape from prepared Torments, yet he dyed 
_ Death, when he was about ninety. Years 
Age. 

After this, Jeſus having appointed a ſolemn Me: 
ing for all the Brethren that could be collected fro 
the Diſpexſion, and named a certain Mountain in Gal! 

lee, appeared to five hundred Brethren at once, ar 

and this was his moſt Publick and Solemn Manifeſtat 
on; and while ſome doubted, Jeſus came according; 

the Deſignation, and ſpake to the eleven Diſciple 

| ſending them to preach to all the:World, Repentan 
and Remiſſin of Sins in his Name, promi ſing to be wit 
Ibem to the End of the World. Laſt of all, when t 
Apoſtles were at Dinner, he appeared unto them, y 
-- braiding their Unbelief; and then opened their Und 
E. Ftandings, that they might diſcern the Senſe of Ser 
ture; and again, commanded them to preach the Gf 
o all the World, giving-them Power to do Miracles, | 
raſt out Devils, to cure Diſeaſes, and Inſtituted the $i 
- erament of Baptiſm, which he commanded (t get. 

ieh the good Tydings of the Gated ſhould be admit 

Med to all Nations in the Name of the Father, and 
Ie Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. Then he led them in 

Jalea, and they came to Bethany, and from rhence t 

the Mount Olivet, and he commanded them to ſtay 
euſalem, till the Holy Ghoſt, the Promiſe of the E 
her ſhould deſcend upon them, which ſhould be accon 
© Þliſhed in a few Days, and then they ſhould know d 
Times, and the Seafons, and all Things neceſſary 01 
their Miniſtration and Service, and Prqpagation of ii 
„ oſpel; and while he diſcourſed many Fhings concerniſ meſs, 
dhe Kingdom, behold a. Cloud: came and parted Jl Prop 
From:them, and carried him in their Sighe up to Hear rer 
where he fits at the right Hand 9 God, -bletied iy 
Der. Amen. : i ant + Wh 
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While the Apoſtles ft. ing up to Heaven, two 
Angels appeared to them, and told them, That Jeſus 
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ſhould come in like manner as he was taken away, wien 
Glory and Majeſty in the Clouds, and with the Mw 
niſtry of Angels. Amen. Come Lord Jeſus, comg i 
quickly. og 


The Prayer. "v0 
Holy and Eternal Feſus, who hast overcome Death, 


and triumphed over all the Powers of Hell, Dar 


neſs, Sin, and the Grave; manifeſting the Truth of thy 
Promiſes; the Power of thy Divinity, the Majeſty of thy 
Perſon, the Rewards of thy Glory; and the Mercies and 
excelent Deſigns: of the Evangelical Kingdom; by thy: 
Glorious: and Powerful-Reſurretion ; preſerve. our Sui if 
om Eternal Death, and make us:to riſe ſt om the 1 


= 
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of Sin, and to live the I Grace, Ioving thy Pera 
fedlions. adoring thy Mercy, purſuing the Intereſt of thy 
Kingdom, being united to the Church, under thee our 
Head, conforming to thy Holy Laws, eſtabliſhed in Faith, 
entertained and confirmed with a Modeſt, Humble, and 
certain Hope, and ſanctiſied by charity; that Engra- 
| ving Thee in our Hearts, Submitting to thee in our Spi- 
F rits, and Imitat ing thee in thy Ghyious Example we 
| 


may be Part aſers of thy Reſurrection, which in our Hope 
and our Deſire, the Support of our Faith, the Object of 
our Joy, and the Strength of our Confidence In thee 
Holy Feſus do we Trust; we Confeſs thy Faith; we Be- 
lieve ail that thou haſt Taught , we Deſire to perform 
all thy Injunct ions: our Souls are in thy Hand, do thou 
Support and Guide them, and pity our Infirmities, and 
wen thou ſhalt appear at the Great Day, ſhew to | 
u the Effects of thy Advocateſhip, Interceſſion and Re- 
W demption. Thou ſhalt anſwer for us, 0 Lord, for in | 
the? have we Truſted, let us never be Confounded. | Hg 
Thon art FuSt, thou art Merciful; thou art Gracinus * 
and Compaſſi nate; thou haſt done Miracles and Prodig ies 
$018, and all the World : Let mt thoſe great Actions 
and Sifferings be Ineffectual, but make us Capable and 
KRecept e of all thy Mercies, and then we are certain to A 


— 2. 
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_ Fecerue them; we are thine, O ſave us, thou art Ours, 

O Holy Felus ;, O dwell with us for ever, and let us 
awell with thee, Adoring and Prai ſing the Eternal Gloriesſ chere 
of God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoot, Amen. Cond 


Innoc 
Our. Father. „ Oc. 
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ed. | Holy ExANGELISs TS, and APOSTLES; 


Wl with their Martyrdoms, for Preaching 
les the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, | 


n to k FTER the Diſciples had been SpeRators of | 


urs, our Bleſſed Redeemer 5 Aſcenſion into Heaven, 
fs they returned to Feruſalem, and continue 


res chere in Prayers and Supplicarions in their diſtreſſed 
Condition, the whole City being ſer againſt thefe pone- 
innocent People; they having neither Lands nor Re- 
enues to maintain them, nor Friends at Court to ſup- 
port them againſt cheir Enemies, to whom the Name 
f Feſus was hateful, and his Followers reckoned to be 
Adver ſaries to the Government; and tho' in this For- 
forn State, they comforted themſelves with the precious 
Promiſes their dear Maſter left them at his Departure, 
yet their preſent Condition ſeem d very deplorable to 
human Appearance; but after they had continued thus. 
diſconſolare: about ten Days, our Bleſſed Lord per- 
* | tormec} 
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formed his Promiſe, by ſending the Holy Ghoſt, the I. 
Comforter, by whom they received Fortitude and 
Courage, to go forth into the World, and by having 
the Gitt of Tongues, and ſpeaking to the Underſtand- 
ing of People of all Nations and Languages, they 
were capable of Inſtructing them inthe higheſt Myſte- 
ries of Chriſtianity, and to convince and confound rheir 
moſt ſubtle Oppoſers; by theſe Divine Aids they WW 
preached with ſuch Efficacy, that St. Peter Converted WV 
three thouſand Souls in one Day, by one Sermon, and Mi; 
in a few Years the Chriſtian Doctrine was ſo diſperſed 
over the World, that the Roman Emperors were ap- 
prehenſiwe of their Numbers; moſt Countries under 
the Empire, being fill d with Multitudes of them; 
and in proceſs of Time, tho they ſuffered the greateſt 
Torments from their Enemies, yet their Faith triumphed 
over the Tortures, Whips, and Swords of the mighty 
Tyrants of the Earth, when there was no Temptation 
of Profit, Pleaſure or Advantage; but on the contrary, 
Pain, Miſery, and the moſt cruel Deaths attended the 
ſame. | — 
Aſter the Death of Judas the Traytor, who firſt — 
hanged himſelf, and falling Head- long from the Gibbet, n= 
he burſt aſunder in the midſt, and all his Bowels guſhed == 
but. It is ſuppoſed, that tlie Apoſtles went into ſeveral 8 


: Countries, to publiſh che glad Tydings of Salvatin ; 
pf whole Preaching and Martyrdom I ſhall give a brief 
Accoum, and begin with St. Matthew. — 1 


2 
* 


137 
eB The Life and Martyrdom of St. Matthew the Apoſtle and 


nd Evangeliſt, who was ſlain with an Halbert in 
40 Ethiopia. 

£ ' 
ey His Feſtival is by the Weſtern Church, celebrated Sep- 
te- tember 21. 
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T. Matthew, al ſo called Levi, a City belonging to 
SY the Tribe of Zebulon, where our Saviour was 
brief brought up; was the Son of Alpheus and Mary, Siſter or 
Kinſwoman to the Bleſſed Virgin. His way of Life was 
that of a Publican, or Toll-gatherer, an Office ſcande- 
lous among the Jews, though a Place of Power, Cre- 
dit, and Reputation among the Romans, and conferred 
upon Knights and Perſons of bones bur were Cove- 
tous and great Oppreflors ; of which doubtleſs Zacheur; 

7 who was ane of them, was ſenſible, when after his 
. © JCanverſion, he offered Four-fuld in way of Reſtitution, 
to choſe from whom he had taken any Thing by Fraud, 
and evil Practices; and upon this Account, the Publi- 

can 
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cans became infamous among the Gentiles alſo : The 
Jews deteſted them, becauſe this Tribute was not only 
a Grievance to their Purſes, but an Invaſion of the Li. 
berries of their Nation, they being declared immediate. 
ly by God himſelf, a Free-born People, and therefore 
reckoned this as a ſtanding Inſtance of their Slavery ; 
ſo that cheſe Officers were abhorred by them to that 


mon Kindneſs. 

Of this Employment was St. Matthew, who i; 
thought to have gathered the Cuſtoms of ſuch Goods, 
as came by Sea from Galilee, and the Pay of Paſſengers 
that went by Water; they kept their Cuſtom-houſe by 
the Sea-ſide, to be near at hand, and here it was that 
St. Matthew had his Office, or Receipt of Cuſtom ; 


tured with the Palſy, retired out of Capernaum, to the 
Sea- ſide, where he taught the People that followed him 
in great Numbers, and eſpying Matthew: fitting in his 
Omice, called him to come and follow him; the Man 


S Intereſts and Relations to become our Lord's Diſciple. 


for the firſt eiglit Years, it is Recorded, He preached 


verted ems intreated him to commit to Writing, the 
Hiſtory of our Lord's Life and Actions, to leave it as a 
ſtanding Record of what he had preached to them; 
accordingly he compoſed his Goſpel, We have little 
Account of the Sufferings and Troubles he underwent 
for the Advancement or the Chriſtian Faith. Some 
write that he went into Parthia and having ſucceſsful! 


A into Ethiopia, where by his Preaching and Miracles, he 
= mightily Triumphed over Error and Idolatry. 


„ 
. 
* 
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Degree, that it was unlawful to ſhew them any com- 


when our Saviour having cured a Man grievouſly tor- 


was Rich, having a gainful Trade, yet he left all his ſi 


After he was Ele&ed into the Apoſtle-ſhip, he con- 
tinued with the reſt, till our Lord's Aſcenſion ; and then N 


and down Fudea, after which being to betake him- 
" Jelf co the Converſion of the Gentile World, the con-fþ;, - 


Planted the Goſpel in thoſe Parts, he travelled thencqha ; 
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As to the Manner of his Death, it is related by ſome 
Far he went into the Country of the Canibals, or Man- 
arcrs, where Chriſt appeared to him in the Form of a 
deautiful Yourh, and gave him a Wand, which he 
rching in the Ground, it immediately grew up into a 

ree; that he alſo miracu'ouſly converted the Prince 
the Country, and after all, dyed in Peace, and was 
moſt ſumpruouſly buried ; bur others of the Ancients, 
ich as much Probability affirm, that he ſuffered Mar- 
yrdom ; or was ſlain with a Sword at a City in Ethiopia. 

He was a great Inſtance, how much Power, Religi- 
n, has to alter the Temper of a Man, who being a 
ranger to Chriſt, and in very advantagous worldly 
ircumſtances, yer no ſooner did our Bleſſed Redeemer 
all him, but without the leaſt Scruple or Diſſatisfacti- 
n, he not only renounced his gainful Incomes, but 

zarded the Diſpleaſure of his Maſters, the Romans, 

whoſe Service he was employed, to leave his Ac- 
dmpts entangled, and confuſed behind him, 

This Apoitie having written inis Gcipei, as we have 
id, at the intreaty of the Fewiſh Converts ; tho others 
y, It was by the Command of the Apoſtles, while he 
as in Paleſtine, eight Years after our Saviour's Cruci- 
xion, it was carried by St. Bartholomew into India, 
d left there ; he writ it in Hebrew, as primarily de- 
gned for the Uſe of his Country- men. It was no doubr 
on after Tranſlated into Greek, ſome ſay by St. John, 


rtheFhers by St. James the Leſs. This Hebrew Copy was 
as und at Tiberias, by Foſephus a Few, and after his 
em ;Fonverfion, a Man of great Honour and Eſteem in the 
IittlcYays of Conſtantine the Great; one of the Ancients aſ- 
vent. res us, there was another Copy kept in the Library of 
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area, in his Time, and another by the Nazarens at 
rea, from whom he had the Liberty to Tranſcribe it, 
id afterwards Tranſlated ic into Greek and Latin. A 


Ppy alſo of this Goſpel was Dug our of the Grave of 
Frnabas, at Cyprus, tranſcribed wich his own Hand, 


theſe Copies are long ſince periſhed, 5 
| e 


nt oth 
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The Life of St. Mark the Evangeliſt, who was dragęfne o 
through the Streets in a City of Egypt, till he expire wa 
(bly | 

His Feſtival is obſerved by the Roman Church, April 2; ih 
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Hough chis great Evangeliſt, ſeems to have a Rp yp; 
man Name, Mark or Marcus, yet doubtleſs H peo 
was born of Jewiſh Parents, Originally deſcendeqnchii 
from the Tribe of Levi, and of the Prieſtly Line; ching 
Reaſon for changing his Name from Fewiſh to Roma pro 
was probably from ſome great Accident of his Lifqpreac 
uſual among the Fews, when travelling to the Ewthreh, 
pean Provinces of the Roman Empire, he being ths G 
going to Italy and Rome. ies C 

By the Ancients he is thought to be one of the ſevenyye ir 
ry Diſciples, who taking Exception at our Saviour bou 
Diſcourſe of eat ing his Fleſh, and drinking his Blood of c 


went back and walked no more with him at that timꝗ peo: 


bur was ſeaſonably reduced and reclaimed by 44 Pepe 


. 


* 
* 
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nt others as ſtrenuouſly Affirm, that he was then no 
earer nor Follower of Chriſt, and therefore could be 
22: Mone of chem, who upon that Occaſion forſook him 
dire was Converted by ſome of the Apoſtles, and pro- 
(bly by St. Peter, who calls him his Son Marcus, and 
io was his conſtant Attendant in his Travels, and 
Id to be his Amanuenſis, or Writer of what the A- 
if ſtle dictated, and hkewiſe his Interpreter. For tho” 
e Apoſtles were divinely Inſpired, and had the Gift 
Languages, yet the Interpretation of Tongues, was 
priviledge more peculiar to ſome than others. This 
ght probably be St. Mark's Talent, in expounding St. 
ter's Diſcourſes, and Writings to thoſe who did nor 
derſtand them. 
He accompanied St. Peter in his Apoſtolical Progreſs, 
preaching the Goſpel in Italy, and Rome, as it is re- 
d, where at che Requeſt of the Chriſtians in thoſe 
= Ss, he compoſed his Goſpel. By St. Peter he was 
ſc to plant Chriſtianity in Egypt, and reſided in and a- 
t Alexandria, for ſome time, and was ſo Succeſsful 
his Miniſtry, that he converted Multitudes of all 
and Degrecs, to the embracing of the Chriſtian, | 
Ick, and an cxtraordinary ſtri& Profeſſion thereof. 
St, Mare did not confine his Miniftry to Alexandria, 
the Eaſtern Parts of Egypt, but travelied Weſt-ward 
a R ybia, Marmaria, and Pentapolis ; where though 
eſs I Peop'e were Barbarous and Idolatrous, yet by his 
ende aching and Miracles, the Goſpel prevailed, he not 
3 Ming them till he had gained and confirmed them in 
many profeſſion of the Fauh ; returning to Alexandria, 
s Litqpreached freely, and ſer in Order the Affairs of the 
e Ewkich, and wiſcly provided for Succeſſion, by conſti- 
g the g Governours and Paſtors of it; but the reſtleſs E- 
ics of the Souls of Men, wou'd not ſuffer him long 
1eVeRve in quiet. | 
v10urBbout the time of Eaſter, happened the great Solem- 
; Blog of che Egyptian Deity Serapis ; when the Minds of 


t timꝗ people being paſſionately excited to a Vindication 
Peter P s 8 Pa Y | of 
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of the Honour of their Heathen Idol, broke in up, « 
S.. Mark, in the time of Divine Worſhip, and bindicor, 
his Feet with Cords, dragged him through the ScreeYang 
to a Precipice near che Sea, and thruſt him into Priſ;h 
for that Night; where he was encouraged by a Divi 5 
Viſion, to continue Conſtant under the Ruins of Had 
ſhattered Body. Early the next Morning, theſe Bloꝙ but 
hounds renewed their Barbarities, dragging him abofirhe 
in che ſame Manner, till his Fleſh being raked off, nt x 
his Blood ſtreaming all the Way, his Spirits failthar 
him, and he expired, but their Malice ended not wihya 
his Life, for it is Recorded, That when he was de Affi, 
they burnt his Body, and the Chriſtians carefully Maar 
thering his Aſhes, decently buried them near the PAR 
where he was won't to Preach, and put them intoKkyrire 
Urn, which with much Solemnity, was afterward Y T] 
moved from Alexandria to Venice, where we are wn 
it now lies Interred, and is religiouſly honoured by fheing 
People; St. Mark being adopted to be the Tutelar Sihenc 
of that Republick, and has as Magnificent a Chu/enjc 
eretted to his Memory, as the World can boaſt nent 
He is Reported to have ſuffered Martyrdom, April ple; 
but whether in the Reign of Claudius or Nero, is undffickn 
tain. - As to his Perſon he was of a middle Stature, 
the Ancients Record, of a comely Preſence, his 
long, his Eyes full of Amiableneſs, and all the det; 
ble Qualities of a lovly Perſon. 

The Converts at Rome, not content to have heard 
Peter preach, prefled St. Mark, as we have faid,} — 
commit to writing what he preached to them, by 
of Hiſtory, which he performed with much Fa 
fulneſs and Brevity ; all which St. Peter, it is faid, 
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ſo deeply engaged in the Bonds of Love, that he Re= _ = 
cords it with lome particular weighty Circumſtances, MY 
and Aggravations, which the other Evangeliſts have 
thought fir to omit. 

Some affirm that his Goſpel was written Originally 
Ja che Latin Tongue, becauſe he publiſhed it at Rome: 
Nut it is manifeſt by the moſt Ancient Authority, That 
he Fews who heard St. Mark preach, being Strangers 
Wa Rome, knew bur very little Latin, the Greek being at 
chat time the moſt faſhionable and communicative Lan- 
t Wipuage in the World; nor can any good Reaſon be 
s deAſſigned, why it ſhould be more inconvenient for St. 
lly Mark to write his Goſpel in Greek, for the uſe of the 
e PlRomans, than that St. Paul ſhould in that very Language 
intoßhvrite his Epiſtle to the Church there. Th 
ard Y The Original Greek Copy, written with St. Mark's j 


* Px * 


re tun Hand, is ſaid to be extent at Venice, to this Day, 
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The Life of St. Luke the Evangeliſt, who was hanged Ita 
upon an Olive Tree in Greece, Incie! 


His Feſtival is obſerved, Octob. 18. f 
' | lentic 
hich 
och 
K. 
bund! 
808u 
One 
0, W. 
ared | 
ſides 
at He 
miſter 


| ; he 
T. Luke was born at Antioch, the Metropolis of Sy- Hen 
I ria, eminent for the Pleaſantneſs of irs Soil, theo N 
WE Riches of irs Traffick, the Wiſdom. of its Senate, the E till 
WE Lcarning of its Profeſſors, and the Civility and Fohre- putfor; 
es of the Inhabitants; celebrated by the Fens of ſome c di 
of the moſt Eloquent of that Age; but particularly re-F > 
- Nnowned for the Honour, that here it was the Diſciples Fe dc, 
were firſt called Chriſtians. It is Recorded, that he lit 
ſtudied ar moſt Schools boch of Greece and Egypt, ters: 
whereby he became learned in all Human Sciences, bu vebai. 
he more particularly apply d himſelf ro the Practice of 
Thyſick, for which the Grecian Academies were very 
fſmbus, beſides which he is ſaid ro be Skilful in che 
Art of Faiming, and 3 or 4 famous Pieces are ſhewed 
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Italy, ſaid to be of his Drawing; there is alſo an 
Incien: Inſcription in the Via Lactea at Rome, in an 
d Vault near the Church of St. Mary, ſuppoſed to 
ve been the Place where St. Paul dwelt, wherein 
lention is made of the Picture of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
hich the Iralians call a Aſadona, or Lady, that with 
x ochers were drawn by the fame Evangeliſt. 

St. Luke was no doubt a Jewiſh Proſelyte, Antioch a- 
punding with Men. of that Nation, who had their Sy- 
gogucs and Schools of Education, and ſuppoſed to 
one of the ſcventy Diſcipies, and likewiſe one of che 
o, who were going to Emaus, to whom the Lord ap- 
ared in their way; theſe ſeem only Conicctures; for 
ſides ocher Arguments, he himſelf confeſſeth plainly, 
at he was not from the beginning, an Eye-witneſs and 
niſter of the Word © It is there ſore more probable that 
was Converred by St. Puut, during is Abode in An- 
; and became ever after his inſeprable Companion, 
fellow Labourcr in the Work of che Miniſtry, eſpe- 
ly after his going into Macedon 4, from which 
e, in recording the Hiſtory of St. Paul's Travels, he 
a all Occaſions, ſpeaks of himſelf in his own ber- 
; he attended in all his Dangers, and at his ſeveral 
uignments at Feraſalem, and in his hazardous Voy- 
to Rome; and tis promable he did nor leave St. 

till he had finiſhed his Courſe, and crowned all 
Futferings w th Martyrdom ; thougi ſome Aver thac 

t che Apoſtle ar Rome, and returned back into the 
; travelling into Egypt, and the Parts of Ila, 
e according to his Cuſtom he preached the Goſpel, 
zut Miracles, converted Multitudes, conſtituted 
ſters and Paſtors, and that lumſelt became Biſnog 
8 4 hebais. a p | 
tice of wrote two Books for the Uſe and Benefit of the 
e very» his Gotpel, and the Hiſtory of The Adr of the 
in cheſÞ >> boch which he dedicated to The philtes ; Some 
newedlt Ancients ſuppole dus to be a feigued Name, de- 
in no more than 4 in God, a em age 


per Name of a particular Perſon, the Stile of mot nt, 
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WF dreſs to Princes, and great Men; and that he was pat 
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mon to every Chriſtian, Others, that it was the profſhd | 


cellent, being in thoſe times the proper Form of Ao 


Conſular Dignity, and a noble Man of Anthch, ler 
when converted by St, Peter, gave luis Houſe to tlc} 
Church for their publick and folemn Worſhip; and or 
thers think he might be ſome chief Man in Authoririle i: 
whom St. Luke had Convericd and Baptized, to whoFFace 
he dedicated theſe Books as a Teſtimony of honouratFricir 
Reſpe&, and a Means of giving him farcher Light inſrefu 
the certainty of thoſe Things, wherein he had been Ion 
ſtructed by him; he expreſly telling us, That his ſpel. 
telligerce in thoſe Matters, was derived from ſuchÞprld. 
were Eye witneſſes and Miniſters of the W.rd from Wn a 
Beginning, having delivered nothing in his whole rtyre 


ſtory, but what he had immediately received from Int th 


fons preſent at, and particularly concerned in tory 
Things he has left upon Record. oubte 

The Occaſion of his Writing his Goſpel, ſeœemsſe aſte 
be partly to prevent tho le falſe and ſcandalous Repoſurticu 
which even at that time were raifed by the EnemicÞeſsfy 
the Chriſtian Name; and partly to ſupply what JChrif 
wanting in the two Evangeliſts, who writ before hi a Cr. 
which Supplement is particularly Noted throughout in a: 
whole Hiſtory, by ſome of the Primitive Fathers; Ixecut 
tubjie& Matter of the ſame, being an Account of ace 
relates to Chriſt's Pricſtly Office, and therefore the Villa 
cients in accommodating the Prophet Exckiel's Viſbur lis 
of four Symbolical Repreſencar'ons to the four Evaon, i; 


, Hſts, * the Ox or Calf to St. Lyke. Y was 


His Hiſtory of the Apoſtolick Acts, was undouly, by 
ly written at Rome, at the End of St. Paul's two Yon, j 
Impriſonment there, with which he concludes hisjery o 
ry; which contains the Actions, and fomerimes 
Safierings of ſome of the clref Apoſtles, .partizculat 
St. Paul, whoſe Activity in the Cauſe of Chriſt an 
Goſpel, made him have a deeper Share boch in 
— "x SP a * 
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d ſuffering; and St. Lyke being his conſtant Atten- 
ant, and an Eye-witneſs of the moſt conſiderable Tranſ- 
tions of his Life, a ter his Converſion, was the more 
pable of giving an accurate Relation of them; am 

her Things lie Records thoſe wonderful Nliracles, 
ich the Apoſtles wrought for Confirmation of the 


\ i 
nd $&rine they daily preached. In both theſe Books his 
oriry'e is clear, flowing wich a natural Sweetneſs and 


vhoFace ; he was faithful in his Relations, Elegant in his 
arahFricing as a Miniſter ; Devour and Pious as a Chriſtian ; 
x \nreful and Diligent for the good of Souls, and to 
cn own all, laid down his Life for the Teſtimony of the 
his ſpel, which he had preached and publiſhed to the 
ſuchſrld. | 
om Man ancient Author, Labours to prove that he ſuffered 
dle MIrryrdom at Rome, after St. Pauls firſt Impriſor- 
m nt chere, and therefore did no farther proſecute the 
in Tory of the Ads of the Apoſiles, which he would 
oubredly have done, had he lived any conſiderable 
eemsſſc after St. Pauls Departure. But Nicephorus gives 
acpolprticular Account, That travelling into Greece, he 
emicÞeſsfully Preached and Baptized many Converts into 
chat YChriſtian Faich, which ſo enraged the Barbarians, 
xe hy a Crew of Villains laying hold of him, Tortured 
hou} in a moſt violent Manner, and then Dragging him 
ders; Ixecution, deſigned to Crucine him, but coming to 
of vPlace where they intended to perpetrate the reſt of 
e rhe F Villany, they could not find a Croſs to fix him up- 
s Vibur lighting upon an Olive- tree, they hanged him 
r Evafpon, in the eighty fourth Year of his Age. His 
y was wich great Solemnity, buried at Conſt an's. 
ndouly, by che Command of Conſtantins the Great, or 
two pn, in that famous Church erected there to the 
des hispery of che Apoltles, 
etimes | 
-r3culal 
xiſt a 
ch in 
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The Life of St. John the Evangeliſt, and Apoſtle, win nn 


was put into a Caldron of [calding Oy, and eſcaped his 


uanbust. 
N loved 
His Feſtival is celebrated, December 27. ans 
NOW 


aid. 
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d, he 
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VT. John was a Galilean, the Son of Zebedee, . 
Salome, younger Brother to St. James, cagetſrhe / 
Na v. m he was employed in Fiſhing : Before Fein, | 
«m4 to Chriſt, he ſcems for lome time to have iy to 
a ple ro John the Baptist, being prob. 
o 4 ciple chat was with Andrew, when they 
che . i ro follow our Saviour; o pariiculariy y p. 
the re! u Circumſtances of thefe Tranſactiom, Relig 
„in ocher Parts of his Goſpe! conccaling Na gf 

n Ne d. 
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There is not much mentioned of him in Sicred Writ, 
more than what is Recorded of him in Conjunction 
Avich his Brother James; he was peculiarly dear to 
beams Lord and Maſter, being the Diſciple, whom Jeſus 
led, Witneſs his lying in our Saviour's Boſom, at the 
Paſchal Supper; as alſo when Peter was deſirous to 
know which of them our Redeemer meant, when he 
ſuid, One of them ſhould betray him, and durſt not himſeli 
ropound the Queſtion, he made uſe of St. Vohn, to 
k our Lord; indeed when Chriſt was firſt apprehend- 
dhe fled wich the other Apoſtles; it notbeing wichour 
Probability of Reaſon, That the Ancients conceive him 
have been chat young Man, who followed after our 
aviour, having a Linnen Cloth caſt about his naked 
ody, whom, when rhe Officers aid hold upon, he 
ſt the Cloth, and fled naked from them; but tho' he 
caped ar preſent, to avoid that ſudden Violence which 
as offered him; yer he toon recovered himſelf, 
d returned to ſeck his Maſter , and waited upon 
through the {27cral Paſſgges of his Tryal, till his 
ucifixion. Here it was that our Saviour appointed 
n Guardian of his Mother, and made her a part of 
Charge and Care. At the firſt News of our Lord's 
urrection, he accompanied Peter to the Sepiilchre, 
e wo Apoſtles having a more mutual Intimacy 
n any of the reſt, and had ran many HKxzards toge- 
r, and adhered c'oſely to one another upon all Occa- 


p11 


lee, Ne. 

cogetrhe Ancients ſay, That after the Death ofche T'ifed 
fore Fein, St. John went into Aſia, and appliee 
vc ly tothe Propagating of Chriſtianity, having 1 

b.. Pereral famous Churches there; after ſome. +14 
they Finuance there, he was accuſed to Demitt 57 
r'y dy perſecuting R man Emperor, as a Sub o 
ons, Religion of the Empire, by whoſe Com tlie 
ling fal of Afia ſent him bound to Rome. 2 it is 


<Q, He was put into a Caldron of Oyt 3 
Ide Divine Providence delivered :... 1 Nan 
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from this ming invetitable Deſtruction unhurt; the 
eruel Emperor not being ſatisfied with this, orders him « 
be banuhed to Palmos, a diſconſolate Iſland in Greece 
where he remained ſeveral Years, uſtructing the Ina 
bitants in the Faith of Chriſt. Here it was that aboyM Caut 
the latter End of Domitian's Reign, he writ his Book oMIfron 
the. Revelations. that | 
Bloody Domit ian being taken out of the way, Ci ry 
Nerva, ſucceeded in the Empire, who being of à mH 
der Temper, Repealed the ba rbarous Edicts of his Pre [hut 
deceſſor; recalling thoſe that were baniſhed for und 
Chriſtian Name; whereupon St. John left Patmos, ar Learn 
returned into Aſia, fixing his Reſidence at Eyheſus, when in his 
it is ſaid,hewro:e his Gol pel; he writ alſo three EpiſtlegJot Di 
which with the Apocalyp e, are all repoſed in the Si Humi 
cred Canon, and univerſally admired. He lived ti Wort 
the Time of the Emperor Trajan, about the beginniqen to 
ot whoſe Reign, he departed. this Lite, about the nine for th 
ninth Year of his Age, as is generally thought. Biy**, 
others ſuppoſed he died a Martyr, becau.e our Savio ich 
told him and his Brothers, That they ſhould drink MiSilar 
#he Cup; and be Baptized with be Baptiſm, wherces, 
with he was Bajiized; which was indeed Literall and a' 
fulfilled wich his Brother James; yer tho' he was Reir F 
murdered, he may be truly ſtiled a Marryr, his beit 
ꝓut into a Veſſel of ſcalding Oyl, as we have noret 
His many Years Baniſhment, and other Sufferings it 
the Cauſe of Chriſt, juſtly challenging that Title; 
beirpg not want of good Will either in him, or his! 
nemies, but the Divine Providence, immediately ove 
eling the Powers of Nature, that prevented che) 
ide of his Advcrſaries, from putting their cruel Inte 
tions into Execution. 8 
Others deny, that he dyed at all, bur is ſtill ali _... 
The Occaſion of whicli Error is founded upon re- 
paſſed between our Bleſſed Saviour and St. Peter, © 
cerning this Apoſtle ; for Chriſt having told Peter w 
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will 
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- hould be his own Fate, Peter inquires what will 
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dame of St. John, to whom our Lord anſwered, If I 
will that he tarry till I come, what is that to Thee 2 
which was miſunderſtood by the Apoſtles, tha" St. 
ohn himſelf, wio Records that Paſſage, inſerts a 
Caution, That Jeſus did not ſay he ſhould not dye. 
from the ſame Original alſo came the Traditionz 
that he only lay ſleeping in his Grave at Epheſus, which 
Story was a long time Current. He ſeems to have al- 
ways led a ſingle. Life, and fo the Ancients tell us, 
That all the Apoſtles were married, except St. Fobn, 
ind Sr. Puul. He had no great Advantages by human 
Learning, but his want of it, was abundantly ſupplied ' 
in his excellent Temper of Mind, and the Furniture 
of Divine Graces which he was adorned withal. His 
Humili ty was admirable,Studiouſly concealing his own 
Worth and Honour. He diſcovered a mighty Affecti- 
on to the Souls of Men, unwearied in ſpending himſelf 
for the Service of the Gofpel ; traveling from Eat to 
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lest, to leaven the World, with that Holy Religion, 


ich he was ſent to Propagate; He was cxtreamly 
igilant againſt Hereticks. Countermining their Arti- 
ces, Anridoting againſt the Poiſon of their Errors, 
and avoiding all Commumon and Converſation with 
icir Perſons, | 
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We Life of St. peter the Apoſtle, who was Cruciſtd aff L 


Rome, with his Head downward. — 
| 5 nog! 

His Feſtival is celet rated by the Church, une 29. Fiſhing 
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T. Peter was born at Bethſaida, a Place that had e, 
Honour of our Saviour's Preſence, who reſidifelve, 
ulfually in thoſe Parts, did often reſort thither. Hqrf in 
generally thought to be about ten Years o'der than ſt ſec 
| Maſter, which his married Condition, and the Reſpſ#*fer, 
\  ſThewed him by the reſt of the Apoſtles, for his GF!ing o 
*- : ity of his Perſon, with other Circumſtances, ſceſ the M 
to. confirm. Being Circumciſed according to the LafSht b 
His Name then given him, was Simon, to which at Tre 
Blefled Lord added that of Cephas, ſignify ing a Stofe of 
or Rock, which is rendted Peter in Engliſh, He furche 
Brother to St. Andrew the Apoſtle, who firſt brouſciter x 
him to the Knowledge of the Goſpel. Their Faris of 
Nas Jonah of Bethſaida, probably a Fiſherman, Ming t 
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u che Honour, as well as Zebedee, to have each of 
hem two of their Sons, among our Saviour's Apo?les, 
hoagh bur twelve in Number, Peter was employed in 
ung in the Sea of Galilee, being one hundred Fur- 
ngs in Length, and forty in Breadrh, the Waters clear 
xd ſweet, and ſtored with ſeveral Sorrs of choice Fiſh, 
And here let us Admire at the wonderful Methads 
e888! Divine Providence, that ſuch Low and Mean Men, 
F ould be armed with Divine Power, as to ruin the 
#zdom of Saran. The vile Apoſtate Julian, obie&- 
SY azainſt che Frophets of the Old Teftament, Thar 
ey were a Company of Rude, Illiterate Men; bur 
e find that theſe unlearned and innocent Apoſtles, 
che Aſſiſtance of the Almighty, ſuddenly and power» 
iy prevail d over the learned World. 
ur Saviour deſigning to elect ſome peculiar Perſons, 
Propagate his Goſpel through all Nations, made 
ice of twelve to be his Apoſtles, and Simon Peter is 
HD Evangeliſts, put in the Front of them. It may 
OS inquired when, and by whom the Apoſtles were 
=SBWprized ; Nicethorus relates, That of all the Apoſtle. 
riſt Baptized none but Peter with his own Hand, 
Peter Baprized Andrew, and the two Sons of Ze- 
nad dee, and the reſt of the Apoſtles. Among the 
cagelve, our Saviour choſe three, who ſeem to be his 
Hqar intimate Companions, and whom he let into the 
kan Pſt ſecrer Paſſages, and I ranſactions of his Lite, name- 
xeſpheter, James and John, they being wich him at the 
Ging of Fairus Daugliter, as alſo at his Transfiguration 
ſcel che Mount, where Peter deſired our Lord, that de 
Jaht build three Tahernacles, in Memory of that 
ich Fat Tranſaction; one Author writes, that in Purſu- 
Stoe of this Petition, There were after ward three 
He furches built upon the Top of this Mountain, and one 
droultiter repe , That in his Time, they ſhewed the 
- Fatſins of theſe three Tabernacles, which were built ac- 
in, Niag to Sc. Peter 8 fle ſire. 
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h cetired to Bethany, and diſpatcht Peter and 71) 


they found the Perſon whom he had deſcribed tot! 


to come thick: r, ſolemnly to offer up their Prayer 


Holy Ghoſt, the Apoſtles and Diſciples continued 
whileat Feruſalem, being toſſed about only with g: 


che Reign of Caligula, that barbarous Rynan Emperc 


Yuſalem, and Hercd Ag! ippa; Grandſon to He od { 
Great, having attained the Kingdom of Judea, he to! 
gratiate himfelf with the Peop e, put St. James 
Death, and finding this grateful. ro, the Vu'gar, app 
ended Peter, and ſent him ro Priſan, placing ſro 
Guards to ſecure him, but the Angel of the Lord. « 
"Hvered him the Night before his Enemies deſigned 
execute him; but before this, he is ſaid to have gc 
down to Antioch, and to have planted rhe Chriſt 
Faith, and founded a Church there, as Eu ſebius 
others Record. 

After this he went to Rome, about the ſecond Y! 


ot the Emp ror Claudius, and being mindful of 
Churches, which he had gathered in Pontus Galat 
- Eapadccia, Bythinia, and Aſia the. Leſs, writ his fi 


Epiſtle to. them, and then took care to Propagate 
Chriſtian Faith in Weſtern, Parts of the World; at 
abus cominued ſong Years ar Rome, the Jews! Wi 

dirt 


After our Lord had entered Feruſalem in Triump 
to-· make a Preparation fur the Paſſover; according 


and followed him to his Houſe, which, whether it v 
St. John the Evangeliſts, Scituate near Mount Sion, 
Simon. the Leper, or Nicodemus, or Foleph of Arim 
rhea js uncertain. ., Theſe two with St. James, accon 
Panied him to the Garden in his Agony; and. Euſeb; 
wrires, That even in his Time, Chriſtians were wo 


God. and Chriſt jcſvs. Our Lord being Aſcended in 
Heaven, and having fulfilled his Promiſe of ſending t 


tle · Scoi ms, but upon occaſion of the Martyrdom of 
Stephen, a violent Ferſecution fell wpoii them, wü 
diſperſed them into ſever] Countries; about the End 


. Feter after having viſited the Churches, returned to 
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rior and Tumults in the City, they were baniſ nt“ 
2 om thence; among whom was St. Peter, who from 
ence returned back to Feruſalem, and was preſet at- 
te great Apoſtolical Synod, where the Controverſy a- 
out the Moſaical Rites, was determined; ſome report, 
hat he was in Britain, and Converted many to Chriftt<, 
cy 3 But toward the End of Nero's Reign, he return- 
d to Rome, where he found the Peoples Minds hard- 
Fed againſt embracing the Chriſtian Religion, by the 
Wubtilries, and Magick Arts of Simon Magus; this 
Impoſtor reſided in Samaria , where St. Philip the 
| Udeacon preacked with much Succeſs, confirming the 
"Fame by Miracles; however, Simon was in great Re- 
Irutation among the People, and ſtiled himſelf, The 
ereat Purer of God, and affirming; that he was the Su- 
Irream Deiry, worſhipped by a'l Nations; the Apoſtles 
bent Peter and John from Feruſalem, to Philips Al, 
Fuel ſiſtance, who when they came chither, laid their Hands 
Jupon the New Converts, whereupon they preſently re- 
Iceived the Holy Ghoſt; which when Simon jaw, he 
Joffered chem Money, if they would confer that Power 
upon him. But Peter perceiving his vile Intention, 
ſcornfully rejected his impious Offer, However, b 
his Wirchcrafts and Sorceries , he ar length became 
Nod acceptable to the Emperor, as well as the Vulgar 3 
Nero, that Monſter, had much Veneration for him, being 
Patron of Magitians, and all choſe who pretended t | * 
have Commerce wich the Infernal Powers, and Pr - 
50 being returned to Rome, reſolved ro encounter him; 
and diſcover the Impoſtures and. Deluſions of chi 
wrerched Man. ++ = 
About that time, an eminem young Gemleman; 
Rinſman to the Emperor, dyed at Rome, and the Fama 
of Peter's having Power to raiſe the Dead his Friends 
were perſuaded to fend for him, but ochers propoſed.» 
Simon Magus, who readily came, being glad of che 
Occaſion to magnify himſelf before the. People, and Pe "Ml 
ter being peeſent; Simon alledged, That he had Pr. 
© $3508 1 3 voked i 
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| elf thence, began his Flight, which the Spectators Fj; 
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Peter ſtanding in the Crowd, prayed to God, that the 
People might be undeceived, and that the Vanity of the 
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voked the great Power of God, and fhould lo his Life 
if he did not raiſe the dead Perſon, but if Peter prevail 


ed, he himſelf would ſubmit to the ſame Fate; Pe af 
accepted the Terms, and Sjnm began h Charms and 
Enchantments, whercat the dead Gentleman ſeemed i pe; 
move his Hand; upon which the Peopie thoured, ani} hac 
cried he was alive, and talked to Simon ;, and began | of 
aſſault Peter; the Apoſtle intreated their Patience, ard Te; 
told them, It was nothing but Faney and Appearance] wee 
and that if Simon were removed from the Bed- ſide yh; 
this Deluſion would ſoon vaniſh; which done, th via 
Body remained wichout the leaſt Sign of Motion by 
Peter ſtanding at a good Diſtance from the Bed, fienc pan 
Iy made his Addreſs to Heaven, and then before them (as; 
all, commanded the young Man in the Name of tt ca 
Lord Feſus to Ariſe, which he did immediately, ard} then 
fpoke, walked, and eat, and was by Peter reſtored} who 
to his Mother. The People hereupon altered their O- wrir 
pinion, and fe'l upon Simon, with intent to have ſtonedſ firm 
Kim ; bur Peter begged his Life, and told them, Itſ thoſe 
would be Pnnithmenc enough for him, to ſee thut inſ then 
Deſpite of his Malice, the Kingdom of Chriſt ſhauld In- 
creaſe and Flouriſh. | Triu 
The Magictin was inwardly tormented with rhisÞhijs c 


Defeat, and vexed to ſee the Triumph of the à poſtle, 
and muſtered up all his Infernal Powers, acquainted 
the People, That he was offended at the Galileans, as 
be called the Chriſtians, and therefore fer a Day when hhj 
they ſhould ſee him fly up to Heaven; accordingly he 
went up tothe Top of the Capitol, and throwing him- |, 


pete 


beheld with Wonder and Veneration, affirming that 
this muſt be from The Power of God, and not of Man. 


Impoſtor might be diſcovered to the Confuſion of him, 
and Shame of his Admirers; immediately the Wings 
Aulich he had made himſelf, began to fail, fo — 
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ſell to the Ground miſerably bruiſed with the Fall, 
— being carried to a neighbouring Village, died ſoon 

er. 
The End of this wretched Man, coming to the Em- 
Y peror's Ear, haſtned St. Peter's Death. Nero no doubt 
had been formerly diſpleaſed with him, on Account 
of his Chriſtianity, and that he ſo ſtrictiy preached up 
"Y Temperance and Chaſtity, thereby reclaiming ſo many 
e Women in Rome, from a diſſolute and vicious Life, 
de which was ſo diſagreeable to his Wanton, and laſci- 
1:4 vious Temper, to which he was a Slave; and* being 
on by his means robbed of his dear Favourite and Com- 


ent- -panion, he reſolved upon Revenge, cauſing St. Peter,, 


em (as alſo St. Paul, who was at that time at Rome) to be 


the caſt into the Maritime Priſon, where they employed 


aud themſelves in preaching to che Priſoners, and thoſe 
red who viſited them: And here it is ſuppoſed, St. Peter 
* OF writ his ſecond Epiſtle to the diſperſed Jews, to con- 
ned} firm them in the Faith, and fortify them againſt 
lt thoſe pernicious Principles and Practices, which even 
it in chen began to break in upon the Chriſtian Church. 

1 In-Y Nero returning from Achaia, and entring Rome with 


Triumph, reſolved St. Peter ſhould fall a Sacrifice to 


thiSYhis Cruelty. While the fatal Stroke was daily ex- 
ſtle, ſpected, rhe Chriſtians ar Rome, earneſtly Solicited him 
ined ky make his Eſcape, and Reſerve himſelf for further 
„ A5Perviceto the Church; which at length prevailed with 
when him, and the next Night having prayed with, and 
ly he ken his leave of the Brethren, it is related, Tha: 
him- ge got over the Priſon Wall, and being come to the 
tators Fity Gate, he is there ſaid, to have met with our Lord, 

that ho was juſt entring the City: Peter, it is ſaid, asked 
Man. km, Lord, whether art thou going 2 From whom he 
It eſently received this Anſwer, Iam come to Rome, to 
f the Þþ Crucified the ſecond Time; by which reply, Peter 
him, ſprehended himſelf robe Reproved, and that our Lord 
ings Fant it of his Death, that he was to be crucified in 
at he Servant; and ſo went back to the Priſon, aud ſur- 
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* ſhameful of all Deaths : He then. intreated the Officers, 


- Apoſtle, that he built a Church in the Vatican to his 
Memory, which is now one of the moſt famous Ca- 
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158 The Life of 
rendred himſelf to the Keeper, as being ready to ac- 
quieſce in the Will of God. 

Before his Suffering, he was ſcourged after the. 
Roman Manner, who uſe to whip Capital Offenders 
before they ſuffered. Having ſaluted his Brethren , 
and taken his !aſt leave of St. Paul, his fellow Priſo- 
ner, he was led to the Top of the Vatican Mount, 
being ſentenced to be Crucified, the moſt painful and 


that he might not be Crucified the ordinary Way, 
but ſuffer with his Head downward, and Feet up to 
Heaven, as being unworthy to dye in the fame Poſture, 
as his bleſſed Maſter; his Body being taken down, 
was ſaid to have been Embalmed by Aſarcellinus the 
Preſbyter, af er the Fewiſh Way, and then buried in the 
Vatican, where it lay Obſcurely till the Reign of Conſtan- 
tine the Great, who had ſo much Reverence for chis 


thedrals in the World. This Account of his Death, 
though nor mentioned in Holy Wric, is Recorded by the 
Ancient Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtorians, but with what cer- 
zainty, is, we muſt leave the Reader to Judge, | 
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The Life of St. James the Great, who. was Eehraded at 
Jeruſalem. 


His Feſtival is celebrated, July 2 8. 


— — 


. 

i 
1 
4 

& 
9 
| 


4 
\ 
- I 
+ FU 


- — * - 
— — 
r 
* 
472 


* —  —— 


— en — ͤ—-— * 


Py 


bn. W 


Q RR 


s * * » 


T. James, Sir-named the Great, either becauſe o 
his Age, or for ſome peculiar Honour our Saviou 
confer d upon him, was a Galilean born, the Son of 
Zebedee, a Fiſner- man; his Mother's name was Mary, 
called alſo Salome; he was employed by his Father ia 
the Trade of Fiſhing, in the Excerciſe of which our 
'Sxviour found him, when he paſſed by rhe Sea of Ga- 
lilee, where he called him to be his Diſcipk, which 
he readily obeyed, leaving his aged Father, with the 
Servants to manage, his. Aftuirs ; not long after his firſt 
Calling, from che Station of an ordinary Diſciple, he 
was appointed to the Apoſtolical Office, and honoured Y 
with fone. peculiar Acts of Fayour, beyond 9 iN 
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the Apoſtles, being one of the Three, whom our Bleb 
fed Saviour made choice of, to admit to the more in- 
timate Tranſa&ions of his Life. 3 
Thus with Peter, and his Brother John, he was 
Fre ſent at the miraculous Raifing of Fairys's Daughter, 
admitted to Chriſt's g'orious Transfiguration in the 
Mount, and taken along with him into the Garden, to 
be a Spectator of his bitter and terrible Agony; nor 
was it the leaſt Inſtance of the particular Honour our 
Saviour beſtowed upon theſe Apoſtles, that upon his 
Calling ot them, he gave them a new Name and Title. 
Our Holy Redeemer in his Journying toward Feruſa- 
lem, in order to his Crucifixion, that he m'ghr the 
betrer prepare the Minds of his Apoſtles, for his De- 
- parture from them ; Diſcourſed ro them abour his 
Suffering, and thar he ſhould be put to Death, and 
- after three Days ſhould Riſe again; but they whoſe 
Minds were elevated with the Expectation of a Tem- 
+ Poral Power and Monarchy, underſtood not the mean- 
ing of what he related to them. However, James 
and his Brother, ſuppoſing the Reſurre&ion which he 
{poke of, would be the time when his Dignity and 
Greatneſs would Commence, perfuaded their Mother to 
put up a Petition for them to our Lord, who accord- 
ingly addreſt him, humb!y deſiring, That when he 
took Poſſeſſion of his Kingdom, her Sons might have 
the two principal Places of Honour and Dignity, by 
fitting one on the right Hand, and the other on the Left. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour directing his Diſcourſe, to the two 
Apoſtles; told them, They quite miſtook the Nature 
of his Kingdom, which did not conſiſt in External Pomp 


4 | and Splendor, bur in inward Life and Power, that they 


would do well to conſider whether they were able to 
| underzo what he was to ſuffer, 


Sznding the Force of his Reaſon'ng, anſwered, 


C | They were able to do it; eſus taking no Advantage off ti 


They probably notſ h 


| their raſh and inconſiderate Reply, anſwered, That a“ 
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ter ſuffering, they would indeed Parcake of it, as well as 


time. 
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he; but for any peculiar Honour or Dignity, he could 
not diſpoſe of any of that Kind, any otherwiſe than ac- 
cording to thoſe Rules and Inſtructions which he received 
from his Father; the reſt of the Apoſtles were offended 
at this ambitious Requeſt ; but our dear Redeemer to 
qualify their Paſſions, diſcourſed to them at lurge of 
the Nature of the Evangelick State, and the Difference 
between that and the Kingdoms of the World; with 
which excellent Reaſoning, their Henrts on all Sides 
were allayed and pacified. 

What became of St. James after our Saviour's Aſ- 
cenſion, we have no Account of, either from Sacred or 
Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtory ; ſome affirm, Thar after the 
Martyrdom of St. S ephen, when the Chriſtians were 
diſperſt, he came to the Weſtern Parts of the World, 
even to Britain, and Ireland; and having planted 
Chriſtianity among them, returned to Feruſalem, but 
this ſeems improbable upon ſeveral Accounts; and 
tlierefore tis ſafeſt to confine his Miniſtry to FJudea, and . 1 
the Parts adjacent, and to ſeek for him at Feruſalem, 
where we are ſure to find him. 22 

At this time Herod Agrippa, the Son of Ariſtobu. © 
being in great Favour with Claudius the Roman Em- 
peror, he confirmed to him the Kingdom of Fudea, 
and all rhe Provinces that his Grandfather, Herod the 
Great enjoyed; who being ſenſible that the moſt.pra- 
bable Way to gain the Affection of the ewe, was to 
proſecute the Chriſtians, he reſolves accordingly to fall 
upon them; and finding St. James Vigorous in con- 
tending for the Truth, commands him to be appre- 
hended, and ſentenced to dye; the Soldier who ob- 
ſerved his great Conſtancy and Courage at his Tryak 
fell at his Feer, begging Pardon for what he had done 
againſt him; the Holy Man raiſed him up and kiſſed 
him, who thereupon publickly profeſſed himſelf to be 
a Chriſtian, and ſo they were both Bekeaded at v ume 


His 
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His Death was not long unrevenged, of which the 
Ancients give the following Account, That Herod going 
to Samaria, he proclaimed ſolemn Sights and Feſtival T. 
Entertainments to be held in Honour of Cæſa/; early 
in the Morning, he came in great State to the Theatre 
erected for him, to make an Oration to the People; | 
gorgeouſly arrayed in a Robe curiouſly wrought with 
Silver, Gold, and Jewels, ſo that the Luſtre thereof, 
made the Multitude cry out, That he was fome Deity, 
and beyond the common Standard of Humanity; clas 
impious Applauſe he received with much Pleaſure, 
but che Comick Part was ſoon turned into a Tragedy; 
for looking up, he eſpyed an Ow! fitting over his Head, 
which he nſtantly apprehended as a fatal Meſſenger of 
inevitable Ruin, by the juſt Judgment of God; ant 
thereupon an incurable Melancholy ſeized upon his 
Mind, as well as exquiſite Torments on his Body; Up- 
4 on which, turning to thoſe about him, Tou may here 
ſee yourſelves evidently convinced of Flattery and Falſ- 
Hood; you ſee me, whom you called a God, am by the 
ws Laws of Fate, condemned to dye, and he whom you count- 
ed Immortal, ready to give up the Ghoſt. His Pains 
continually increaſed upon him, and tho' his Favourites 
prayed earneſtly to the Gods, for his Health, yer his 
accute Tortures at length put a. Period to his miſerable 


Life. 
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The Life of St. James the Leſs, who was Fnockt on the 
Head, with a Fuller s Club. 


— 


His Feſtival is celebrated wich St. Philip's, May 1. 


His Apoſtle is probably Coniectured to be the 
Son of Foſepb, after ward the Huſband of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, by his firſt Wite, and fo reputed our 
Lord's Brother, and the Son of Joſep) ; and tho! e is 
—- | likewiſe called the Son of Alpheus; this may probably 
Relare to his. being a Diſciple of ſome particular Set 
of the ewe, called Alpheans. We have it le Account 
of his Birth, and former Hife, but find that after the 
Re ſurrection, he was honoured with the particular Ap- 
pearance of our Lord to him, which tho not mem on- 
ed by the Evangcliſts, is Recorded by St. Faul; _— 


- 
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the Ancients relates, he had ſo'emnly ſworn, Tlut "iy © 
from the time he drank the Cup, at the Inſtitution of Paſct 
the laſt Supper, he would eat Bread no more, till out Ne 
Lord returned from the Grave, who thereupon appcar-Abeine 
ed to him, commanding Bread to be ſer before him, ler 
which he took, blefled, and brake, and gave to St. 1 
James, ſaying, Eat thy Bread my Brother, for the Sun N anc 
of Man is truly riſen frim among them that Sleep. ſon 
His Refidence was for the moſt part at Feruſalem ; ade 
| to him we find St. Paul make his Addreſs after his} wh 
| Converſion; to him St. Peter ſent the News of his mira- put 
| culous Deliverance out of Priſon ; bur he was princi- fin 
| pally Active in the Syncd at Jeruſalem, in the great % 
| | Controverſie about the Moſaick Rites. He diſcharged Wi) 
| 


— . r 


his Office like a diligent and faithful Guide ta Souls; ö opt, 
ſtrengthning the Weak, informing the Ignorant, redu-J, 4% 
cing the Erroneous, reprovirg the Obſtinate, and by cop 
the Fervency of his Preaching, ſubdued the Stubborn- he 
neſs of that Refractory, and perverſe Generation; and E 
many principal Perſons being brought over ro a Com- Hume 
Plyance with the Chriſtian Faith, it awakened the En- nc * 
vy and Malice of his Enemies to conſpire his Ruin; Rt! 
vexed they were that St. Paul, by Appealing to Cæſar, erfil 
had eſcaped their Hands, and therefore turn their Revenge Een) 
upon St. James, which not being able to effect under 
Feſtus Government, they vigorouſly attempted under e 
che Procuratorſhip of Alb inus his Succeſſor, before Twiſt 
dhe new Government could arrive; to which End aten 
Council is ſummoned wich all Expedition, and theft! t. 
Abpoſtles and others, arraigned and condemned as Vio- hey 
i lators of the Law, and for the more plauſible manag- nt 1 
ing cheir Deſigns, they ſer the Scribes and Phariſees tof te- 
ininare St. James, Inſinuating that they had a very ho 
1 | great Opinion of his Sanctity, and that the whole Jew- Cal 
e Nation gave him the Teſtimony of being a juſt Deg 
Man ; chey therefore deſired that he would reduce the vith 
- .-Peaple from their falſe Opinion, That Jeſus was the 
2 Mieffiah,-and would to that End, take the Opportu- 
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ae Y oicy of che univerſal Confluence of People to the 
MW Patchal Solemnity, and go with them to the Top of 
dur Nhe Tempie, where he might be ſeen and heard of all; 
ar. being accordingly placed ro advantage upon a Pinacle 
m. Jer Wing of the Temple, they thus addreſt him: 
St. Tell us, O Fuſtus, or James, whom we know 
Sen and belicve to be a righteous Man, what is the Rea- 
Iſon chat the People are fo generally led away, to 
„: adore Jeſus who was Crucined at Feruſalem, and 
his what are the Docttines and Preceprs , which he 
ira. Publiſhed to the World, and where is his Refidence, 
aci. |* fince his pretended Reſurrection from the Dead; 
rear No winch the Apoſtle anſwered with an audible Voice, 
ged | Wiy do you inquire of Jeſus the Son of Man? He ſits 
als : | in Heaven on the right Hand of the Majeſty on High, 
edu- U an wil come again in the Clouds of Heaven, The 
by People below hearing this, Glorified the Blefled Jeſus. 
Ihe Scribes and Phariſees perceiving themſelves Diſ- 
and ÞPPointed, and that inſtead of reclaiming, they con- 
m. HFrmed the Mulritudes in their ſuppoſed Error, thougl t 
En- Nie only Remedy was to diſpatch him out of the Way, 
uin: Nut from his ſad Fare, others might be warned not to 
ſar Perſiſt in the Belief of Jeſus; whereupon they ſud- 
enge Henly cryed our, That James himſelf was ſeduced, 
nder nd become an Impoſtor, and threw him down from 
nder Flace whereon he ſtood, waereby he was forel 
fore Iuifed, but not killed, ſo that he recovered ſo muc 
ad a Frengch, as to get upon his Knees, and pray to Heaven 
the bor them 3 vexed that they had not diſpatched him, 
vio- Hey fell afreſh upon the poor Remainder of his Life; 
nag. $14 while he was yet praying, one ſtepping in. and 
es colmreating them to ſpare lum, a juſt and religious Man, 


very yho was crying to Heaven, to forgive chem; they - 


Few-<24n to aſſault him with a Shower of Stones, till one 


* vitha Fuller's Club. 


the 
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ore mercifully cruel than the reſt, beat out his Brains 
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Thus dv*! this good Man in the nintich Year of his 
Age, and vt twenty four Years after Chriſt's A- 
ſcenſion, to the great Grief and Regret of all picus 
Men, Jews as well as others, and was buried in Mourt 
Olivet, in a Tomb which he had built for himſelf, 
and had therein buried Zacharias, and old Simeon, 
He was of exemplary and extraordinary Piety, educated 
under the ſtricteſt Rules and Inſtitutions of Religion, 
being as is ſuppoſed of the Ancient Order of the Re- 
chabites, whoſe Buſineſs and Delight feemed to be to 
converſe only with Hgaven, and was wont to retire a- 
lone to the Temple to pray, which he always per form- 
ed Knceling, till by his inceſſant Devotions, it is related, 
That his Knees became as hard and brawny as a Camels, 
He writ only one Epiſtle, probably not long before his 
Martyrdom ; he directed it to the Fewiſh Converts, 
di ſperſed up and down thoſe Eaſtern Countries, to 
comfort them under Sufferings, aud to confirm them 
again{t Error. — 
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15 | 
ws The Life of St. Philip the Apoſtle, whoa wa ande * up 
t againſt a Pillar at Hierapolis, a City of Phry 8/7 
H, 


0 
Ris Feſtival wich that of St. James the Leſs, is cele- G 
brated, May 1. 


\ 
\ 
* 


0 


== 
= 
= 
DS 


4 


1 
Wy, 


PES T. Philip was born at Bethſaida, near the Sea of 
Hberias. We read nothing of his Parents, nor 
way of Life in the Holy Goſpels, tho probably he was 
a Fiſher-man, the common Trade of that Place; He 
had the Honour to be the Firſt called to be Chriſt's 
Diſcip'e ; for our Lord after his Return dom the Wi- 
derneſs, having met with Andrew, and his Brother 
Peter, after ſome ſhort Diſcourſe parted from them, 
he land the next Day paſſing through Galilee,he found Phi- 
ip, whom he commanded preſently to follow him, 
which he did accordingly ; no ſooner had Religion 
ken poſſeſſion of his Mind, but away he goes = 
a n 
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finds Nathaniel, acquaints him with the Tydings of 
the new found Ae ſſiah, and Conducts him to him. 
After his Call to the Apoſtleſhip, there is not much 
Recorded of him in the Scripture; it was to him the 
Lord propcunded what they could get in the Wilder- 
neſs, that would feed ſo vaſt a Multitude; ro whom he 
anſwered, That it would be very Ditticulr to ind enough 
in that Place; ir was to him that the Gentile Proſelytes, 
who came up to the Paſſover addreſſed themſelves, 
when they defired to ſee our Saviour. It was to him 
that our Bleſſed Redeemer diſcourſed concerning him- 


felf, a little before the laſt Paſchal Supper. The Lord | 


Zeſus had been fortifying the Minds of his Ditciples, 
with proper Conſiderations againſt his Departure from 
them; he tod them, That no Man could come to the 
Father, bur by him. Philip not readily Underſtanding 
the Tone of our Saviour's Reaſonings, begged of him 
that he might ſee the Father. Our Lord gently Re- 
proved his Ignorance, that after ſo long Attendance up- 
on his Inſtructions, he ſhould not know that he was the 
Image of his Father; the expreſs Character of his In- 
finite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, appearing in 
him; that he ſaid, and did nothing but by his Father's 


Appointment, which if they did not believe, his Mira« | 


cles were ſufficient Evidence; that therefore ſuch 
Demands were unneceſſary and impertient, and that it 
argued great Weakneſs, after above three Years Con- 
verſe with him, and under his Diſcipline and Inſtru&i- 
on, that they ſhould have o little Underſtanding in 
theſe Matters. | 

In the Diſtribution of the ſeveral Regions of the 


World, madè by the Apoſtles, ſome think that Upper 


Aſia, was the Province which was aſſigned to Philip; 


where he applyed himſelf with indefatigable Diligence, 


and Induſtry, to recover Men out of the Snare of Sa- 


tan, to the embracing and acknowledging the Truth, þ- 


and by the Conſtancy of his Freaching, and the Efficacy i Sd 


whom he 


of his Miracles, gained numerous Converts, 
3 3 Eapuzc 


rriag 
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ptized into the Chriſtian Faith; at once curing both 
h Nes and Bodies; their Souls of Error and Idolatry, 
cn a cheir Bodies of Infirmities, and Diſtempers; heal- 
g Diſeaſes, di ſpoſſeſſing Demon, ſettling Churches, and 
h pointing them Paſtors and Teachers, 

8 Having for many Years ſucceſsfully managed his 
Sn ſhoſto'ical Office in choſe Parts, he came toward the 
ter-end of his Life t> Hirapolis, in Phrygia, a Rich 

populous, but moſt Idolatrous Place; amongſt the 
ny vain, and trifling Deities, to whom they paycd 

4 ligious Worſhip, was 4 Serpent, or Dragon, which 
rd y Worſhipped with great and ſolemn Veneration 
! Apoſtle was grieved to ſee them ſo grofly inflaved 
__ and therefore continually ſolicited Heaven, 
LG by Prayer he had procured the Death and De- 
Ws ſuction of this monſtrous Deity, and then endeavour- 
to Convince them of the Folly, and Madneſs of 
ing Divine Adoration to ſuch filthy and odious Cre a- 
= es, and to declare to them the Excellency of the 
ME friſtian Religion; whercin he was ſo Succeſsful; thyr 


* people generally abhorred their former ſoctiſh 
rr dlatry, and cordially embraced rhe Chriſtian Inſti- 


on; whereupon the Enemy of Mankind ſtirred up 
uch! Magiſtrates of the City, to purſue the d Methods 
uch perſecution and Cruelty , who ſeized upon the 
Ted Apoſtle, and having put him in Pritun, cauſed 
to be ſeverely Scourged ; after which Barbarity, 
was led to Execution, and being bound, was hanged 
B m by the Neck againſt a Pillar, cho others write, he 
5 Cruciged, The Apoſtle being dead, his Budy was 
en down by St. Bartholomew, his fellow Sufferer, 
his own Siſter, who is ſa1d to have been the Con- 


up 3 t Companion of his Travels, and decently buried, 


er which having confirmed the People in the Faich 
Zhriſt they departed from thence, a 

t is generally Affirmed that Sc. Philip was Married, 
| that he had Daughters whom he diſpoſed of in 
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rriage; but though tius 1 gramed, yet they nor 
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carefully diſtinguiſhing between Philip the Deacon 


and Philip the Apoſtle, have made ſome conclude the 

to be one and the ſame Perſon, but with how line 
Reaſon will zppear, if we conſider that Philiff , 
who could not be one of the Apoſtolical College ; . 
Apoſtles declaring upon that Occaſion , they { 
Affairs of a higher Nature to attend upon: So ch. 
upon the Perſecution that aroſe upon St. Stephe 
Death, the Church was diſperſed, and they were 
Seattered Abroad throughout the Reg ins of Judea af 
Samaria; (and Philip the Deacon, among the re 
who went duwn to the City of Samaria) except 
Apoſtles who tarried behind at Jeruſalem ;, and w. 
Philip had Converted, and Baptized a conſider; 
Number in that Place, he was forced to ſend for t 
of the Apoſtles from Jeruſalem , that ſo by d 
Hands, they might receive the Holy Ghoſt; wil 
had been wholly Needleſs, had he himſelf been ons 
the twelve Apoſtles St. Philip left no faq 
Writings behind him; the greater part of the Apo 
having a little Leaſure to write, being employed in 
Niniſtty, as more immediately uſeful and ſubſer 
to the Happineſs of Mankind. This is the Acc 
which the Eccleſiaſtical Writers give of this, as we 
they do of other Apoſtles, though not Recorded 
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con 

ther ; 
InfiThe Life of St. Bartholomew the Apoſtle, who was Flead 
mn alive by the Command of a Barbarous K ing. | 


- His Feſtival is celebrated, Arguſt 24. 


Here is no Queſtion but St. Bartholomew was an 
Apoſtle, rhuugh the Holy Scripturt takes notice 

ly of his Name, which occaftoncd ſeveral Ancient and 
odern Authors, to ſuppoſe that he lies concealed un- 
r ſome other Name; and that he can be no other 
an Nathaniel, one of the firſt Diſciples tliat came to 
riſt; accordingly we may obſerve, tliat as ſome of 
e Evangeliſts never mention Barth lame in che Num- 
r of the Apoſtles, ſo othe is take no notice of Natha- 
; bur that which renders the thing moſt ſpecious 
d probable, is, That we find Nathanjc! particularly 
ay H 2 | 


recxoned Þ 
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Ward, to prop?ge the Chriſtian Faith; che Anc:. 
give an Account, Thar he went as far as chat Part of! 
dia, which Borders upon Ethiopia, and that he th 
. Jetta Copy of St. Mgithew s Goſpel; and they re] 
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; Thi 
reckaned up with the other Apoſtles, to whom out S0 
Lord appeared at the Sea of Tiberias. and 

This Diff culty being cleared, we proceed to a more I wit 


particular Account of him; who is thought by ſome to Ea 
have been a Hrian of a Royal Extraction, and to have I here 
derived his Pedigree from the Ptolome's, Kings of chr 


Egypt. But it is manifeſt, that he (as well as the reſt] prep 
ot the Apoſtles) was a Galilean, and of Nathaniel, we 


10 
know it particularly faid, That he was of Cana, in row 


Galilee; the Scripture rakes no Notice of h's Trade, or A 


way of Life, though ſome Circumſtances ſeem to Inti. of d 
mate that he was a Fiſher-man. At his arſt coming toſ xh 
Chriſt, he was conducted by Philip, who to'd lum, I we 6 
They had Found the long looked-for Meftah; andfyphat 
when he had Ob ected thit the eſſiah could not be Bornſyine;, 
at Nazareth; Poil ip bids him come and tatishe himſyhicl 
ſelf, at his firſt Appearance, our bleJed Saviour en gart. 


terrains him with the Character of a Man, of true Simſſudde 


pliciry and Integrity; ſurprized he was at our Lord enge 
Salutation, wondring how he could know him ſo wel xx... 
at firſt Sight, whoſe Face he had never ſcen before he v 
but he was anſwered, That he had ſcen him uade$/2 in 
the Fig-tree, before Philip called him. Being confrown 
vinced by this Inſtance of our Lord s Divinity, he prqle de 
ſently- made his Confeſſion, That he was ſure that ehe Cc 
was the promiſed Aſeſſiah, the Son of God, whom Ifthich, 


had appointed ro be the K'ng and Governour of Ind con 


Church; our Sxviour cold him, Thar if upon theſe Isis Life 
ducements, he could believe him to be the Aſeſſiah, Foivnw; 


ſhonld have far greater Arguments ro confirm fore! 
Faich; that ere Jong he ſhou'd fee che Heaven's optrſrans 
ed to receive him thicher, and che Ange's viſibly prrow 
* pearinzeo Wait and Attend upon him. 


Concerning our Apoſtles Travels up and down 
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farcher, That Paulenus, a Man famous for his Skill in 
Fhiloſophy, and parriculuriy in the Inſtitutions of the 
t Stoicks ; having embraced Chriſtianity, he in a Gevour 
and zealous Imitation of the Apoſtles, was inflamed 
re with Zeal to propagate the Faith of Chriſt in thute 
% Eaſtern Countries, and came as far as India, meeting 
we ff here with ſome, chat yet recained the Rnow.cdge of 
ot Chriſt, and found Sr. Matthew's Goſpel written in He- 
et U brew, left there, as the Tradition w.s, by St. Barth 
wel lomew, one of the twelve Apoſtles, when he preached 
u che true Faich to thoſe Nat ons. 
or After the Labours of St. Barthel mew in thefe Parts 
nti· of che World, he returned to the more Weftern and 
B ON Northern Countries of Aſa; at Hierapslis in Phrig ia, 
um we find him, in company with Philip, inſtructing the 
and inhabitants in the Principles of Chriſtianity, and cor 
BOrmlyincing them of the Folly of their Hearhen'th Worſhip ; 
himſyhich ſo enraged the Idol.ters, that he was deſigned for 
r clIMartyrdom at che ſame time with Philip; but upon a 
Simſſudden Conviction, that the Divine Juſtice would Re- 
ord! enge their Deaths, he was taken down and diſmiſt. 
wel Hence it is probable, That after this, St. Rartholo- 
fore hnew went to L. His laſt Remove was to Alban) 
unde in Armenia the Great, a Place miſerably over- 
coſgrown wich Idolatry, from witch he ſought to reclaim * 
2 prq e deluded Feople. This ſo inraged the Governor of 
Jeſ ie Country, that he ſentenced him to be Crucified ; © 
om chich, ſome ſay, he cheerfully ſuffered, comforting 
of Hund confirming the Convert Gent ilesto che laſt Minute of 
fe 1's Lite; ſome ſay he was Crucified wich his Head 
ah, Fownward ; others Affirm, Thar ke was Flead alive 
m fore his Crucifixion, a Burbarity uſed both by the- 
s opEr/rans and Egyptians, and rom whom they mighe 
bly Arrow this horrible and inluman Cruclty. 
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The Life f St. Andrew the Ap1ſte, who was bound to 4 
Croſs, from whence he preached to the People, 


H:s Feſtival is, November 30, 


< - 
A AP — 
, | 
"i - - 
— 
— 


* 
7 "x 
vi 
. —- 
may . m]ꝛ 
— = = 


75 


CAT. Andrew was Born in Bethſaida, a City of Gal fe be 
lee, Son to John or Jonas, a Fiſher-man of tig 4%, 
Town, and Brother to Simon Peter , he was brough,. Fa 
up to his Father's Trade, and was employed there. 
ill our Bleſſed Saviour called him to another kind @ Verit 
Fiſhing. - Th; 
John the Baptiſt having lately riſen up in the Jem = * 
Church, great Multitudes followed him to hear 4225 
Doctrine and Exhorrarions ; he had alſo a Number 1 Fel 
ſelect Diſciples, who more particularly accompanie Cari 
him; in the Number of which was our Apoſtle Þ 
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drew, who was wich him about Jordan. Our Lord 
oming that Way, upon his Approach, the Baptiſt told 
hem, That this was the Meſſiah; whereupon Andrew. 
id anocher Diſciple follow d our Saviour to the Place 
{ his Aboad ; after ſome Diſcourſe with him, An- 
Few goes and acquaints his Brother Sim, and both 
erher came to Chriſt ; yer ſtaid not long with him, 
ur returned Home, and exerciſed rheir Calling for 
zore than a Year, till our Holy Redeemer paſſing 
rough Galilee, fully ſatisfied chem of his Divinity, 
ad commanded them to follow him, which they did 
mediately; ſhortly after, Andrew, (together wick: 
e reſt) was choſen to be one of thoſe that were to he 
hriſt's immediate Vicc-gereacs tor Plancing and Propa- 
Y \[ſkring che Chriſtian Faich. Little elſe is Recorded of 
| im in the Sacred Story, his Actions being compre- 
ended in che General Account of the reſt of che A- 
ales. Our Lord being Aſcended into Heaven, and 
Bite Apoſtles diſperſed through al! Nations, to publith 
Nie Everlaſting Goſpel; ſome of the Ancients relate, 
ar Andrew travelled into Scythia, where he continued 
r ſome conſiderable Time, going from one Place to 
other, preaching the Goſpel, and ſettling the Churches, 
Peering in many Places with great Troubles and Oppo- 
on; hence in proceis of Time, he came to Byzanti- 
, (now called Con/tantinople ) where he inſtructed 
> Inhabirants in the Knowledge of the Chriſtian Re- 
G Hion, and founded « Cturch. | | 
- 1. Aﬀeer chis he travel.ed through Thyace, Macedonia, 
ru Achaia, where for many Years he cultivated the 
dus e Faith, and at length came to Patre, a City f 
1 Fhaia, where he gave his laſt and great Teſtimony of 
nd Þ yericy of it, by laying down his Life in it's De- 
2 ce; of the Manner of whoſe Martyrdom ſome Au- 
pes give the following Account. a 
ey Agas, Pro-conjul of A ſia, coming to Patra, and ob- 
— ing that great Numbers of the People had embraced 
lle“ Chriſtian Doctrine, he endeavour'd to reclaim 
1 H 4 them; 
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them; whereupon the Apoſtle went to him, ande 


— 
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| 
poſtulated with him about the Matter, but the Pro4reic 
ſul derided him as the Propazat-r of a Religion, M chat 
Author and Publither whereof che Fews had infamouh's « 
put to Death upon the Croſs. ed 
The Apoſtle from hence took occafion to demi Fait 
ſtrate the Excel ſency and Certainty of that Re ig was 
but the Governour would hear nothing againſt h's ot 
Superſticious and Idolatrous Worſhip ; and threatq the 
him, Thar if he did not offer Sacrifice to his PazÞwha 
Idols, he ſhould ſuffer Death upon the Croſs, in (Athen 
formity to the firſt Broacher of that new Faith whichJthe * 
profeſſed; after which he was commanded back fuſed 
Priſon. The next Day he was again brought beiqbut | 
the Pro-conſul ; who perſuaded h'm not to lole his LThai 


and the Pleaſures of this World, for an uncertain Igloo 
wand in another. The Apoſtle on the contrary, inſiſſexpi 


upon the Fo'ly and Vanity of all worldly En'oymckain 
and the certainty of a Day of Judgment, when eveans, 
Man muſt give an Account of all he hath done in the B 
whet her it be Good, or whether it be Evil; that i 
did not Believe in Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour of 
World, he muſt certainly endure Eternal Torment: 


_ Hell. 


This ſo inraged the Pro-conſul, that he tod him 
maſt either inſtantly Renounce his fond Opinions, 
clie he ſhould ſaffer rhe greateſt Torments that c 
be inflicted on him. The Apaſtle rep'y'd, That 


| feared nor his Torturcs, and d'd not dobbe, but C 
would ſtrengtizen him to endure all Manner of Barba 


r&her than deny his former Profeſſion of the 


Faith. The Pro-conſu! then commanded him to be Scc 
ed by ſeven Officers, called, Liefers, who ſucceſſ 
Whipt his naked Body; bur ſeeing his great Paric 


and Undauntedneſs under this crucl Uſage ; he c 
manded him to be Crucified, but not to be faſtne 
the Croſs with Nails, but ty d wich Cords, that he 
be che longer in Dying. 
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nd e Being come within Sight of the Crocs, he he rtily 
Pri4qre;oyced, faying, That he long dei red and expected 
n, chat Happy Hour, wherein he might bear Teſtimony to 
mouFh's Glorious and Renowncd Maſter \ after hv'rg pray- 
; ed and exhorted the People to continue Conſtant in the 
emq Faith. which he in his Liſe- time delivered to them, he 
e191} Was faſtened to the Croſs, whereon, it is faid, he hung 
1's off wo Days, Teaching and Inſtructing the Mulcitude all 
reatt the while, and exhorting them to uffer cheer fully 
Tag whatſoever Cruelties their Enemies ſhould Inflict upon 
- chem, if ever they ſhould be called to bear Witneſs to 
0 13 — Truth; in the mean time great Importunity Was 
5 uſed to che Pro- conſul to take him down ſrom rhe Croſs; 
t bel but the Bleſſed Apoſtle earneſtly begged of our Lord 
NG 1 That he might at this time Scal the Truth wich is 
2 Blood, and God heard his Praycr, and he immediately 
108 xpired, Nov. 30. though in what Year it is as uncer- 
meſuin as that this Account given by Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtori- 
en CVEns, is to be depended on. . 
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through with a Lance at Cormandel, in the Eaſt 
Indies, | 


His Feſtival is obſerved, December 21. 


He Jews, as we have obſerved, uſed common!y, 
when Travelling into other Countries, or fami- 
Harly Converſing with 958 Greeks and Romans, tc 
aſſume to themſelves a Greek or Latin Name of Aff 
nity, and ſometimes of the very ſume Signification 
with that of the ir own Country. Thus our St. Thomas 
according to the Syrigck import of his Name, Wa 
cal ed, Bidymus, which has the fame Significario 
The Hiſtory of the Goſpel takes no particular Notice 
either of liis Country or Kindred; bur he was certainly 
a Jew, and probably a Galilean ; His Employment w. 
a Fiſher-man; he was afterwards, together with _ 
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ft, called to rhe Apoſtleſhip; where not. long after 
ui Wie gave an eminent Inſtance of his hearty Willingneſs, 
aſt ſho undergo the ſaddeſt Fate that might attend them; 
for when the reſt of the Apoſtles diſuaded our Saviour 
tom going to Judea, leſt che Fews ſhould Scone 
him, as they a little before had attempted; St. Thomas, 
deſires them not to hinder Chriſts Joarny thither, 
though it might coſt them their Lives; probably con- 
c'uding, That inſtead of raiſing Laxarus from the 
Dead, they themſelves ſhou!d be ſent with him, to 
their own Graves, ſo that he made up in pious Affecti- 
ons, what he ſeemed to want in the Quickneſs of his 
Underſtanding, nor readily underſtanding ſome f our 
Lord's Diſcourſes, nor over-forward to believe, till he 
had occular Demonſtration of his Reſurrection. When 
our Saviour, a litt'e before his total Sufferings, told 
his Diſcip!es, That he was going to prepare a Place 
for them, which they might follow, as knowing where 
it was; our Apoſtle roundly replyed, That he knew it 
not. To which Chriſt gives this ſatisfactory Anſwer, 
That he was the Living Way. | 

Our Lord being Dead, his Diſciples were excecding- 
ly Diſtracted between Hope and Deſpair about his 
Reſurrection, which eng iged him the ſooner to make 
his Appearance; wheretore the very Day Whereon he 
aroſe, he came into the Houſe where they were mer 
together, though the Doors were faſt ſhut for fear of 
| the Fews. At this Meeting, St. Thoms was Abſcnr, 
having probably never come into their Company fince 
their Diſperſion in the Garden, where every ones Fears 
prompted them ro conſult their own Safety. At his 
Return, the Diſciples told him, Thar che Lord had ap- 
peared to them, but he Obſtinately refuſcd to believe 
ion that it was He, except he might ſee the very Print of , 
ce] the Nails, and feel che Wounds in his Side aud Hinds 3 
nh his compaſſionate Maſter would not take Advantage of 
wall che Man's refractory Unbelief, but upon that Day ſeven 
Night} as they were ſolemnly met ac their Holy-wor- 
ſhip, 


% 
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ſhip, he appeared to them again, and calling Thom till 
* bid him look upon his Hands, and put his Finger i bu 
the Prims of the Nails, and thruſt his Hand into i W 
Hole of his Side, and thereby ſtrengthen his Faith br. 
The Apoſtle was quickly convinced of his Error, co cei 
feſſing, That now he acknowledged him to be hi dat 
Lord and Maſter. Re 
Our Bleſſed Redeemer being Aſcended nto Heaver ing 
and having eminently given Gifts, and Miraculod fhe 
Powers to the Apoſtles; St. Thomas moved thereto h not 
Divine Inſpiration, is ſaid to have ſent Thaddews, one his 
of the ſeventy Diſciples ro Agbarus, King of Edeſſa ma 
whom he cured of an inveterate Diſtemper, who Con vr. 
verted him and his Subjects to the Chriſtian Faith. ItÞ anc 
is Recorded, Thar the Province allotted to St. Thom thr 
was Parthia; from wh-nce he procceded to preach the] Dif 
Goſpel in Media, Perſia, Caramania, Hyrcania, Bac late 
ria, and the Neighbouring Nations. One of the 
Ancients ſays, That in Perſia he met with the three} tho 
Wiſe-men who came that long Journy out of the Ea ble: 
to bring Prefents to our New-torn Saviour, whom he by t 
Baptized and took along with him as his Companion a D 
and Aſſiſtants in propagating the Goſpel. Hence he for 
Travelled into Ethiopia, and afterward came to India Cro 
where, we are told he was afraid to have ventured gra. 
himſelf, till he was encouraged by a Viſion, that aſſured mon 
kim of the Divine Preſence and Protection. He Tra Perf 
velled very far in the Eaſtern Countries, till he arrived} in tl 
at the Nation of the Brachmans; preaching in allf in t] 
Places where he arrived, and by gentle Methods, and Chu 
the Efficacy of the Chriſtian Doctrine, he reclaimed} whil 
the People from their blind Superſtition and Idolatry. | Hea 
The Portugals, who Inhabir in thoſe Parts, relate, this 
That St. Th:mas came firſt ro So-atora , an Iſland inf mor 

the Arabian Sea, where having Converted many, he 

Travelled farther into the Ea, and having fucceffively 

planzed the True Faith, returned back to Cormonde!, 
Where he began to crect a Place for Divine Mule 
| | ;Y | F 
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by che Help of a Jew, they were found to contain only 


till prohibited by the Prince and Prieſt of che Kingdom 


but tie Apoſtle having wrought ſeveral Mirac'es, the 
Work went on, and rhe Sultan, or King, himſelf em- 
braced Chriſtianity. The Brachmans plainly per- 


cewing that this Progreſs of the Goſpel, would en- | 


danger their Intereſt, and in Time extirpate their falſe 
Religion, thought it high Time to p;event it ſpread- 
ing, and chat it was abſolutely neceſſary, that the Apoſtle 
fhou!d he taken out of the Way; There was a Tomb 
not far off the City, where St. Thomas uſe to retire to 
his ſo'irudes and private Devorions 3 thither the Brach- 
mans and their Followers purſued him, and while he 
was fervent in Prayer, firſt aſſaulted him with Darts 
and Stones, till one of them coming nearer, ran him 
through wich a Lance. His Body was taken up by his. 
Diſciples, and buried in che Church which he had 
lately Erected. . | 

While one of 2 of Portugal, reſided in 
thoſe Parts, there were brought him certain Braſs Ta- 
bles, whoſe Inſcription none could Read, till at length 
a Donation made by St. Thomas, of a Piece of Ground, 
for building a Church. They tell alſo of a famous 
Croſs found in St. Th mass Chapel, whereon was En- 
graven an unintelligib'e Character, which learned Drg- 
mon rendred to this Effect; That Thomas, a Divine 
Perſon, was ſent to thoſe Countries by the Son'of God, 
in the Days of King Sagamo, to Inſtruct the Inhabitants 
in the Knowledge of the True God ; that he built a 
Church, and performed admirab'e Miracles, but ar laſt, 
while ke, was upon his Knees offering his Addreſſes to 
Heaven he was thruſt through wich a Sword, and that 
this Croſs was ſtained with his Blood, and left as à Me- 
morial of theſe Tranſactions. | 


The Life of 


The Life of St. Jude the Apoſile, who was ſhot 75 
Death with Arrows. | x 
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nis Feaſt is celebrated with St. Simon, Oftober, 28. 
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W His Apoſt'e is mentioned by ſeveral Names in the 

2 J Hiſtory of the Goſpel, namely Jude, Thaddeus 
Lebens, it being uſual in Holy Writ, for che ſame 

ver ſon to have more proper Names than one; the 
Aſt was common among the Jews, as being tie Name 
of one of the twelve Parriarchs of cheir Nation, hich 
Tt is thought he changed as ſounding ſo like u Ju- 
ds Iſcariot, that Arch-Traytor, which was very Odious 
and Deteſtable among the Chriſtians; and called himſelf 
Thaddeus, a Word of the very ſame Signification, and 


is fometimes ſtiled Judas, rhe Brother of James; 
2 his Name Lebbeus, is derived from the Hebrew 


Word, which ſignifies a Lyon, alluding to Jacobs 
- Frophecy, That Judas ſhould be a Lyon, &c, 


* 


As 


- 
. 


”- 
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his fr. 
Uſage 
was 


them, and not to the World? Our Lord replied, 


As to his Parentage, he was one of our Lord's Kin- 
dred, the Son of Foſeph, and the Brother of Zames the 
Leſs, we do not find when he was called to the A poſt le- 
ſhip ; only that he was enumerated among them; nor 
is any thing particularly Recorded of him afterwards, 
more than one Queſtion that he propounded to our Sa- 
viour, who having told them whar great Things he and 
his Father would do, and what particular Mani feſtati- 
ons he would make of himſelt to his Diſciples and Fol- 
lowers after his Reſurrection; St. Jude, whoſe Thoughts, 
as well as of the reſt, were taken up with the Expecta- 
tion of a Temporal Kinzdom of rhe Meſtzh, not know- 
ing how that could conſiſt with the publick Solemnity of 
the Glorious State they looked for, asked him, Whar 
was the Reaſon that he would manitcſt- himſelf to 


That the World was not capable of thoſe Divine Mani- 
feſtations, as being Strangers and Enemies to what ſhou'd 
fir them for Heaven; That they were only good Men, 
© Perſons of a Divine Temper of Mind, and religious 
* Obſervers of his Laws and Will, whom God would 
© honour with theſe Familiar Converſes. © 
Euſebius relates exprefly, That ſoon after cur Lord's 
Aſcenſion, St. Thomas diſpatched Thadieur the Apoſtle *: 
to Agbarus, King of Edel 2, where he healed Diſeaſes, 
wrought Miracles, expounded the Doctrine of Chriſti- 
anity, and converted the Ring and the People to the 
True Faith and when Agharws offered him rich Gifts 
and Preſgprs for his great Labour of Love it the Lotd; 
he in anobleScorn replyed, Thar he had little Reaſon 
to receive from others, what he had already relin- 
quiſned; here he is ſaid to have died peaceably, and 
to have been moſt honourably Buried; but by the ge- 
neral Conſent of the Latin Church, he is ſaid to have 
Travelled to Perſia, where after great Succeſs in his 
Apoſtolical Miniſtry tor many Years; he was at laſt, for 
his free and open Reproving the Superſtiows Rites and 
Uſages of che Magi, cruelly murdered, by being TL 24 
do a Stake, and ſhort to Death with Arrows. That 


Apoſtle, no more coth St. James nor St. Fohn, norff - 
>; Tomerimes. St. Paul himſelf ; and why ſhould he fare Deb 
de worſe for calling himſelf, The Servant of Jeſi : 

© EEE Chriſt | 


| / The Life of 

That he was one of the married Diſciples, manifeſily C 
appears, becauſe Euſebius gives the following Account by 
of his Grandſons. Domit ian the bloody Reman Tyrant, is 
whoſe Wickedneſs had awakened in him the quickeſt th 


ealouſies, and made him ſuſpect every one that had 1 
but the leaſt Pretence to be his Corrival in the Empire, ar 
being informed that ſome of the Line of David, and 0 
Chriſt's Kindred did yer remain; two Grand- children ft 
of St. Jude, the brother of our Lord, were brought be- vy 


fore him, who having confeſſed that they were of che 
Family and Race of David, he inquired what Eftates mw 
and Poſſeſſions they had; who told him, They had on- 0 
ly a few Acres of Land, out of the Improvement where- | 
of they paid him Tribute, and maintamed themſelves 
with their own hard Labour, as by the hardneſs of 
their Hands did appear, which then they ſnewed him. | 
He then inquired of them concerning Chriſt, and what == 
kind of Kingdom it was his Followers talkt of, and wien WE 
it would appear, they replyed, That Chriſt's Kingdom 
- © was not of this World, nor did Confiſt in the Gran- 
deur and Dominions thereof; but that his was an Hea- 
Evenly and Angelical Kingdom, and would finally take 
place at che End of the World, when coming in great 
& --.» Glory, our Lord would Judge che 7 and the Dead, 
and Reward every one according to thew Wörks. The 


Emperor judging by their S mplicity and Meanneſs, chat } | 
no Danger could accrue to him, diſmiſſed them without 

an Severity; however, they were accounted Chriſtian I. 
Martyrs, and prefer d to great Emplq ments in the 


__ Reign of the Emperor Tyajan. Mt * 
St. Jude left only one Epiſtle of Cath N A Unie 
verſal Concern, inſcribed ar large to all MAtians; i 


vas ſome time before it met with a general Reception 
in che Church, but was afterwards added tothe Scripy 
ture Canon; the Author indeed ſtiles not himfelf a 


185 


St. SIMON. 


4 Chriſt? When he might have added, not only an A poſtle, 

x but the Brother of our Lord. The Defign of his Epiſtle 
is to preſerve the Chriſtians from being inſected with 
the looſe and debauched Principles vented by Simon 
Magus, and his Followers, whoſe wrerched Doctrines 
„ and Practices, he briefly and clegantly Repreſents, who 


| ought to be avoided as pernicious Seducers, leſt the 


n ſhould periſh wich them in that terrible Vengeance which 
bs was ready to overtake them. | 
© 

4 on - 

_ The Life of St. Simon the Apoſtle, called the Telot, whe: 
0 was Crucified in Perſia, | 
ES : , 
of His Feſtival is obſ. rved with that of St Jude, Oct. 28. 
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* f 8 Simon the Apoſtle was, as ſome chink, one of 
* bf the four Erothers of our Lord, Sons of Zoſepb,by a 
Gl former Marriage; in the Catalogue of the Apoſtles be 
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185 - The Life of 
is called, Simon the Canaanite, as alſo Simon Zelotes, fat 
or the Zelot; probably from his warm active Temper, ing 
and zealous forwardneſs in ſome particular Way or Pro- of 
feſſion of Religion, before his coming to our Saviour; B 
for the better underſtanding this, we muſt know, That Men 
there was a diſtin Se& among the eme, called the ing: 
| Sc@ of che Zealots; they were earneſt Aſſertors of the dow 
Honour of the Law, and the Strictneſs and Purity of | lf 
Religion; inſomuch, that they took upon themſelves, I is ſ⸗ 
to queſtion notorious Offenders, without ſtaying for the chen 
ordinary Formalities of the Law ; yea, when the Cafe and 
required, executing Capital Vengeance upon them; till I and 
at length their Zeal degenerating into all manner of Li- the « 
centiouſnels and Extravagance, they only became the I ping 
Peſts of che Government at Home, but opened a Door yea, 
for the Romans to break in upon them to their final, prea 
and irrecoverable Ruin. | and 

They were continually prompting the People to throw ] ficul 
off the Roman Yoke, and recover their Native Libgr- the! 
ty, and thercby bringing all Things into Diſorder and Þ| the 2 
Confuſion, made Advantage to themſelves of theſe O 
Commotions; Joſephus the Fewiſ Hiſtorian, com- Þ Goſj 
. Plains grievouſly of them, and gives a large Account 1 
' * 


n a: and avory whore khonm:iTec in his 
their Villanies, as being the greateſt Plague to the Nati - ¶ deral 
on; Nay, when Feruſalem was cloſely Beſieged by Croy 
F 'the Romans, they ceaſed not to create Tumults and learn 
Factions within the City, and were indeed the main | tion 

| Cauſe of the Jews ill Succeſs in chat fatal War. Iris 

| probable that all who went under the Notion of this 
det, were of this ungodly and wretched Temper ; 

| 

- 


but that ſome of them were of a more ſober and peace- 
able Diſpoſition; and as it is not to be doubted, but 
that our Simon was one of chat Sect in general, ſo 
chere is Reaſon to believe he was of the better Sort; 
Er however, this makes no more a RIAL 5 1. his 2 
i= to the Apoſtleſhi an it did upon St. 
11 * Matthew, 
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St. SI MON. 187 


Matthew, who was before a Publican, or St. Paul's be- 
ing a 3 and ſo zealouſly perſecuting the Church 
of God. 

Being inveſted in the Apoſtolical- Office, no further 
Mention is made in the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, concern- 
ing what the Apoſtles did, till their Diſperſion up and 
down the World, and he then doubtleſs apply d him- 
ſelf to the Performance of his Office and Charge. He 
is ſaid to have directed his Travels toward Egypt; 
thence to Cyrene and Africa, and throughout Mauritania 
and all Lybia, preaching the Goſpel. in thoſe remote 
and barbarous Countries; nor could the coldneſs of 
the Climate benum his Zeal, or hinder him from Ship- 
ping himſelf over to theſe Northern Parts of the World, 
yea, even to Britain it ſeif, where he is ſaid to have 
preached the Goſpel, and wrought many Miracles; 
and afterwards in Defiance of all the Troubles and Dif- 
ficulcies, which he under went, ſuffered Martyrdom fox 
the Faith of Chriſt, being Crucified by the Infidels in 
the Eaſtern Country, and buried with them. 

Others indeed affirm, That after he had preached the 
Goſpel in Ezypt, he went into Meſopotamia, where he 


— ro {i Hh A Fudd A £4 pulls, WT fg tte een | | 
in his Journey to Per ſia; where having gained a-conſt-- © 


derable Harveſt to the Chriſtian Faich, they were both 
Crowned with Martyrdom ;z bur it is the Opinion of 
learned Men, Thar this Account hath no clear. Foundas 
tion in Antiquity to build upon. Boe 
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he Life of St. Matthias, who was ſaid. to have been 


o me 


ferft ſtone /, and then Behe 1ded. — 
His Memory is celebrated, February 24. * 
| moſt « 
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ET YJAricular Remarks concerning Sr. Matthias, are Hifficu 
T nor to de expected from the Hiſtory of rtheſand ar 
Soſpel, he not being an Apoſtle of the firſt Election. Fruits 
he was one of our Lord's Diſciples, and probably oneſhaving 
ol the Seventy that had attended him the whole Courſe ef to 
| of his publick Miniſtry, ai after his Deceaſe was E- The G. 
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lectech imo the Apoſileſhip upon this Occaſion; Fudan Ex 
Iain, who had been one of the Twelve, immediate - Noyſo 
J ealled by Chriſt, to be one of his intimate Diſcip'es, ally d 
E equally Empowered and Commiſſioned with rhe reſt Wc iud 

„ 40 Freach and Work Miracles, and yet all this while Þrived 
tires a Man of vile and corrupt Deigns, branded with ng i 
Wc 1 now Th 
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oo meaner Character than Thief and Murderer, proſt.:-—t 
tuting Religion, and the Honour of his Office to Cove- r 

touſneſs, and evil Acts, which baſe Temper betrayed 
him, as in the Iſſue, to the moſt fatal End, ſo to the 
moſt deſperate Attempt; yea, to the moſt prodigious 
Impiety that ever the Sun ſhone upon, namely, The 
berraying his Innocent Lord and Maſter into the Hands 
of his cruel Enemies; but afterward awakened with the 
Horror of the Fact, his Conſcience aſſaulted him fo ſe- 
verely, that not able to bear up under the furious Re- 
venges of his own Mind, Le never reſted till he had dif 
pitcht himſelf by a violent Death, 

A Vacancy being thus made, the firſt Thing they 
did after their Return from Mount Olivet, (where our 
Lord took his leave of them to go to St. John's Houſe, 
in Mount Sion) was to fill up the Number wich a proper 
Perſon ; two were propounded in Order to the Choice, 

7 ſeph called Barſebas and Matthias, the way of E- 
lection was by Lot, according to the uſual Cuſtom of 
the Jews in doubtful Caſes; the Lots being put in, 
Matthias's Name was drawn out, and he thereby dig. 
nifi-d with the Apoſto'ical-Office. - Not long after rhe 
promiſed Powers of the Holy Ghoſt, were conferred | 
upon the Apoſtles, ro qualify them for that great and 
ifficult Employment, upon which they were. ſent 
and among the reſt, St. Matthias beſtowed the Firſt 
Tuirs of his Miniſtry in the Province of Fudea, Where 
one having Reaped a conſiderable Harveſt, he betookhim- 
ſeſſſe f to cher Countries; one writes, That he preached 
E- The Goſpel in Macedonia, where the Gentiles, to make 
d up Experiment of his Faith and Integrity, gave him 4 
ate - Noyſonous and Intoxicating Potion, which he cheer- 
ves, ally dran off in the Name of Chriſt, without the leaſt q 
reſt Pw udice to himſelf; and rhe ſame Porion Having de- 
rived an Hundred and Fifty of their Sight, by hits-lay- 4 
ing his Hands upon them, recovered chem again. 
A The Greeks with more probability, Report him to 

have travelled Eaſtward, ſome ſay to Ethiopia, os 4 

| 2 lg 


190 The Life of 
Inhabitants where he came, were very Wild and Bar- 
barous, and his Uſage among them was accordingly ; W 7 
for here meeting with a People of a fierce and untracta. | 
ble Humour, he was treated by them with great Inhy- 
manity; from whom after all his Labours and Suffer. 
ings, and a numerous Converſion of Perſons to Chriſti- 
aniry, he obtained at laſt the Crown of Martyrdom, in 
the ſixty firſt Year from our Lord's Nativity. 

- There is little certainty of the Manner of bis Death; 
ſome Writers of Reputation, Report, That he died at 
a Place, called Sebaſtople, and that he was buried near the 
Temple of the Sun. Another relates, That he was ſeized 
by the Jews, and as a Blaſphemer, to have been firſt 
ſtoned, and then Bcheaded . But the Greeks and other 
Antiquaries write, That he was Crucified, and that hij 
Body was preſerved a long time at Jeruſalem, and 
ſuppoſed ro have been tranſlated by the Devotion of 
Helena, Mother to Conſtantine the Great to Rome; 
where ſome Parts of it are pretended to be ſhewn wit 
great Veneration; tha others with as much Fierceneſ;, 
contend, That his Relicks were brought to, and are 
ſtill preferved at Triers in Germany. His Memory | 
celebrated in the'Weſtern Churches, February 24. A 
mong many other Apocryphal Writings attributed to the 
Apoſtles, there was a Goſpel Publiſhed under the Nam: 
of St. Matthias, mentioned by Euſebius, and con 
demned wich the reſt, by Golufrus, Biſhop of Rom: 
as it had been Rejeted by others before him. Undc 
his Name alſo, there were extant Traditions cited | 
Clemens of Alexandria, from whence doubtleſs th 

Nicol aitans publiſhed many vile and ſcandalous Dod 
'rines, and che Marcionites and Valentinians, under th 

pretended Patronage of his Name, defended ſome « 

"their moſt abſurd and, impious Opinions. | 
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St, BARNABAS. 1919 


de Life of St. Barnabas the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
a- wha was ſtoned by the Jews at Salamis. 


His Feſtival is obſerved, June 11. 
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H/ was firſt named Foſes or Foſeph, andaſterward 
Barnabas, which ſignifies, The Son f Confala- 
tion, given him by the Apoſtles. becauſe he had à fin- 
gular Gift and Art in Comforting the Weak; he be- 
ing repreſented in the Holy Writ as a Perſon of .- 
compaſſionate, eaſy, and mild Temper, - very  yeady- 
to forgive Injuries, yet of a majeſtick and aft Car 
me  riage, commanding Reſpe& and Reverenee ; he was a | 
Few of the Tribe of Levi, and is reckoned. ag be the 
Principal of the ſeventy Diſciples. After own Lord's 7% 
Aſdenſion, perceiving that the Neceſſities He 
7 Churches required Relief, he fold an Eſtate which he 
Mad in the Iſle of Cyprus, and brought the whole Price 


| -192 The Life of 
do be diſtributed by the Apoſtles, to thoſe that were Þ on c 
=_ moſt Indigent, and in Want; this Practice was fol'ow- | tribi 
ed by ſcveral other Chriſtians at that time, none of I ar ! 
them thinking it Juſt or Reaſonable for themſelves to 
hve in Plenty, while tlicir Brethren were reduced to 
Streights for want of the Conveniencies of this Life, 
and therefore had all Things in common; wherein the 
Charity of Barnabas was very Remarkable, his Eſtate 
being much larger than any of the reſt, who yet gave 
the firſt Example of Charity and Bounty to the 
Church. 
After the Sale of his Eſtate, he made his Reſidence 
in Jeruſalem, whicher St. Paul coming three Years 
after his Converſion, the Apoſtles denicd him Admit- 
' tance into their Society, who had been ſuch a furious 
Ferſecutor of the Chriſtians, and made his Name ter- 
rible among them. But Barnabas took him, and 
brought him to che Apoſtles, and declared unto them, 
bo he had ſeen the Lord on the Way, and how he 
had ſpoken to him, and that he had preached boldly at 
Damaſcus, ia the Name of Feſ us; whereupon he was 
received into their Fellowſhip, and he was with them, 
coming in and going out at Feruſalem, aſſerting to the 
Few, that Jeſus was the true Meſſiah, by which he 0 
much inrazed the Jews, called Hclemiſts, that they con- 
ſpired to take away his Lite. 
Some Fears after, ſome Chriſtian ewe, fled from 
the Perſecution that was raiſed at Feruſalem, about 
St. Stephen; now when they were in the Church of An- 
tioch, as they Miniſtred to the Lord, the Holy Ghoſt 
ſaid, Seperate me, Barnabas and Saul, for the Work where- 
0 I have called them; ſo when they had faſted and 
8: . prayed, and laid their Hands on them, they ſent them 
away. Barnabas coming to Antioch, ro ſet Things in 
Order; upon bis Arrival, beheld with great Joy, the 
great Progreſs of che Goſpel among them, and exhort 
chem to continue Stedfaſt in the Truth and Doctrine 
wot Chriſtianicy, confirmed many cherein; he after war 
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ſent for Paul to Ant ioch, to a ſſiſt him in the Propagati- 
on of the Goſpel; and he with Paul, carry d the Con- 
tributions of the Chriſtians of Anti ch, to Feruſalem : 
At length upon ſome Difference about Circumciſion, 
they were ſeperated, Barnabas failing to Cyprus, and 
Paulto Syria and Cilicia, but they were afterward fully 
reconciled, retaining their Chriſtian Chariry, and Love 
one to another, and to the Souls of their Brethren, and 
then parted by diſtant Regions from each orher. 

Some of the Ancients write, That he continued till 
his Death in Cyprus, but preached the Goſpel in other 
Places, and was ſent by him to Corinth, along with Ti- 
tus. He was a Prophet and a Teacher, of whom the 
Council of rhe Apoſtles gave this Character, That he 
was a Man who had hazarded his Lite for the Lord Je- 
us, and had entirely given up himſelf to the Labour 
pf Preaching the Goſpel. There is an Epiſtle that goes 
nder his Name ; which if he was the Author of, he 
uſt have lived till after the Deſtru&ion of Jeruſalem, 
hich was ſeventy Years after the Birth of our Savi- 
r; and is Recorded to have ſuffered Martyrdom, be- 
as Ing ſtoned to Death by the Jews at Salamis, and to 
n, gave been buried within a Furlong of that City; there 
he Þþ likewiſe a Goſpel attributed to him, as well as to St. 
o Watthias; and another of the Acts of Barnabas, pre- 
n- Ended to be written by John, Mark his Couſin, who 

ent with him into Cyprus, but both of them ſeem to be 
om Fe Inventions of ſome Perſons in latter Ages, being 
ed with Tables and Impertinencies, 
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to be diſtributed by the Apoſtles, ro thoſe that were ¶ on o. 
moſt Indigent, and in Want; this Practice was fol'ow- Þ| tribu 

ed by ſeveral other Chriſtians at that time, none of I At le 
them rhinking it Juſt or Reaſonable for themſelves to they 
hve in Plenty, while tlicir Brethren were reduced to I} Paylt 
Streights for want of the Conveniencies of this Lite, ¶ recon 
and therefore had all Things in common; wherein the ¶ ane te 
Charity of Barnabas was very Remarkable, his Eſtate I then! 
being much larger than any of the reſt, who yet gave So! 
the firſt Example of Charity and Bounty to the Ihis De 
Church. Places 

| After the Sale of his Eſtate, he made his Reſidence By. 
in Feruſalem, whither Sr. Paul coming three Years Icounc 
1 after his Converſion, the Apoſtles denicd him Admit- vas a 
tance into their Society, who had been ſuch a furious Iſus, ar 
Ferſecutor of the Chriſtians, and made his Name ter- f pre. 
rible among them. Bur Barnabas took him, and Kinder | 
brought him to che Apoſtles, and declared unto them, Khnyſt h. 
how he had ſeen the Lord on the Way, and how he rhich 
had ſpoken to him, and that he had preached boldly at Pur; a 
Damaſcus, in the Name of Fejus ; whereupon he was ng ſtor 
received into their Fellowſhip, and he was with them, Bye be 
coming in and going out at Feruſalem, aſſerting ro the ; likew 
Fews, that Jeſus was the true Meſſiah, by which he 'o Rattb ig 
much inraged the Jews, called Helemiſts, that they con- ſngeq t 


ſpired to take away his Life. 

Some Years after, ſome Chriſtian ewe, fled from 
the Perſecution that was raiſed at Feyuſalem, about 
St. Stephen; now when they were in the Church of An- 
tioch, as they. Miniſtred to the Lord, the Holy Ghoſt 
ſaid, Seperate me, Barnabas and Saul, for the Work where- 
to I have called them; ſo when they had faſted and 

& . prayed, and laid their Hands on them, they ſent them, 

1 away. Barnabas coming to Antioch, to fer Things in 

| Order; upon his Arrival, beheld with grear Joy, the 

great Progreſs of the Goſpel among them, and exhort 

me chem to continue Stedfaſt in che Truth and Poctrincs 

$ of Chriſtianity, confirmed many therein; he afterward 


ent wit 
e Inve 
ed wit 


Om 
Ou 
An- 


St. BAR NABAS. 19 


ſent for Paul to Ant ioch, to a ſſiſt him in the Propagati- 
on of che Goſpel; and he with Paul, carry d the Con- 
tributions of the Chriſtians of Anti ch, to Feruſalem : 
At length upon ſome Difference about Circumciſion, 
they were ſeperated, Barnabas failing to Cyprus, and 
Paulto Syria and Cilicia, but they were afterward fully 
reconciled, retaining their Chriſtian Chariry, and Love 
ane to another, and to the Souls of their Brethren, and 
then parted by diſtant Regions from each other. 

Some of the Ancients write, That he continued till 
his Death in Cyprus, but preached the Goſpel in other 
Places, and was ſent by him to Corinth, along with Ti- 
tus. He was a Prophet and a Teacher, of whom the 
Council of rhe Apoſtles gave this Character, That he 
vas a Man who had hazarded his Lite for the Lord Je- 
ſus, and had entirely given up himſelf to the Labour 
of Preaching the Goſpel. There is an Epiſtle that goes 
nder his Name; which if he was the Author of, he 
uſt have lived till after the Deſtruction of Feruſalem, 
hich was ſeventy Years after the Birth of our Savi- 
dur; and is Recorded to have ſuffered Martyrdom, be- 
ng ſtoned to Death by the Fews at Salamis, and to 
ave been buried within a Furlong of that City; there 
likewiſe a Goſpel attributed to him, as well as to St. 
atthias; and another of the Acts of Barnabas, pre- 
nded to be written by John, Mark his Couſin, who 
ent with him into Cyprus, but both of them ſeem to be 
te Inventions of ſome Perſons in latter Ages, being 

ed with Tables and Impertinencies. 
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his Life, deſtroying che Flock of God; and in the Eve- 
n'ng dividing the Spoil, that is in his declining and re- 
5 duced Age, as a Doctor of the Nations, feeding and 
diſtriburing to Chriſt's Sheep. 
In his Youth he was Educated at Tarſus, being fully 
inſtructed in the Schools in all Libera! Arts and Scienc.s, 
whereby he became acquainted with all Foreign Learn- 
ing; and the Jeu, having a Maxim, That he who 
learns not his Son a Trade, teacheth him to be a Thief, 
he was bred a Tem-maker, and therefore in the Writ- 
ings of the Rabby's, they were gen-rally nominated by 
their Callings, as Rabbi Foſos the Tanner, Rabbi Foch« 
ananthe Shoe-maker, Rabbi Fuda, the Baker ; they 
daily working at their Trades, to maintain themſelves 
Wirth their own Hands; having laid Foundations of 
human Learning at Tarſus, he was ſent by his Parents 
to Feruſalem, to be perfected in the Study of the Law, 
under the Tutelage of Rabbi Gamaliel, the Son of 
that Si neon, who tis chought came into the Temple 
and took Chriſt in his Arms, Gamaliel was Preſident 
of the Court of the Sanhetrim, and a Doctor of the 
Civil Law, who made that wiſe and excellent Speech, 
in behalf of the Apoſtles and their Doctrine; nay, he is 
ſaid to be a Chriſtian, and his ſiting in that great 
Council, was connived at by the Apoſtles , rhat he 
might che better favour their Affairs. Among the 
various Sects of the Fewiſh Church, he was efpecially 
educated in the Principles and Inſtitutions of che Pha- 
Jriſees; who were exceſſively Proud and Tnfolent,, 
cenſuring whoſoever was not of their Way, as Repro-. 
hates; counting none Pious but themſelves, and that all 
inothers were Sons of the Earth; probably Paul might 
be of a better Yrinciple than ſome. others, however, he 
could nor endure Contradiction noꝶ Novelty in Religion, 
Jand therefore when the Jews put Sc. Stephen to Death, 
he Ire ſtood by, and kept the Clarhes of his Executioners, 
{ p$#5d thereby loudly proclaimed his Eonſent to his Mar- 
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his Life, deſtroying the Flock of God; and in the Eve- 
n'ng dividing the Spoil, that is in his declimng and re- 
duced Age, as a Doctor of the Nations, feeding and 
diſtriburing to Chriſt's Sheep. 

In his Youth he was Educated ar Tarſus, being fully 
inſtructed in the Schools in all Libera! Arts and Scienc.s, 
whereby he became acquainted with all Foreign Learn- 
ing; and the Fey: having a Maxim, That he who 
learns mt his Son a Trade, teacheth him to be a Thief, 
he was bred a Tem-maker, and therefore in the Writ- 
ings of the Rabby's, they were gen-rally nominated by 
their Callings, as Rabbi Foſos the Tanner, Rabbi Foch- 
ananthe Shoe- maler, Rabbi Fuda, the Baker ; they 
daily working at ther Trades, to maintain themſelves 
wich their own Hands; having laid Foundations of 
human Learning at Tarſus, he was ſent by his Parents 
to Feruſalem, to be perfected in the Study of the Law, 
under rhe Tutelage of Rabbi Gamaliel, che Son of 
that Simeon, who tis thought came into the Temple 
and took Chriſt in his Arms, Gamnaliel was Prefidenr 
of the Court of the Sanbe trim, and a Doctor of the 
Civil Law, who made that wife and excellent Speech, 
in behalf of the Apoſtles and their Doctrine; nay, he is 
ſaid to be a Chriſtian, and his ſiting in that great 
Council, was connived at by the Apoſtles , chat he 
might che better favour their Affairs. Among the 
various Sects of the Fewiſh Church, he was efpecially 
educared in the Principles and Inſtitutions of the Pha- 
riſees; who were exceſſively Proud and Inſolent, 
eſt Ncenſuring whoſocver was not of their Way, as Repro- 
cielf bates 3 counting none Pious but themſelves, and that all 
nin others were Sons of the Earth; probably Paul might 
e S be of a better Principle than ſome others, however, he 
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The Storm thus began, a violent Perſecution of the Cc 
Chriſtians began at Jeruſalem, wherein our Apoſtle # th 
was a prime Agent, being imployed by the High Prieſt, Þ - 
to hunt and find our theſe new Hereticks, who preach- f 
ed againſt the Law of Moſes; getting a Warrant from © he 
the Sanhedrim, to go and diſturb the Synagogues ar hit 
Damaſcus, whether many of the poor diſtreſſed Chri- Tv 
ſtiam were fled. But God defigning him for Work Ho 
of another Nature, ſtopt him in his Journey, as we ye: 
>. read at large in the Aﬀs of the Apoſtles , as likewiſe me 
- of his Travels in Paleſtine, and adjacent Countries, and thr 
Ins dangerous Voyage to Rome. aga 
When he came to Rome, he acquainted the FewiſhÞ| the 
Conſiſtory, That though he had been guilty of no ma 
Crime, yer he was delivered into the Hands of the] wit 
Roman Governors, only for his conſtant aſſerting the] WI 


Reſurrettion of the Dead, which was the Hope of eve- per 
ry True Hraelue. They replyed, That they had re- the! 
ecived no Advice concerning him, but defired to b cub 
informed Teri his Religion, which was every duc 
where decryed boch by Jews and Gentiles. At a Dayſ ſo. 


appoinced, he diſcours d to them, from Morning to Em 
Nighe, cbncerning the Doctrine of the Holy Jeſus, yer upo 
fore ing in their Infidelity, he fold them plain Imp 
iy, That henceforth” he would turn his ade Ord, 
- Gentiles, who would be glad to accept what the 
© - kn&{cornfully rejected. Who 
tlie was. called by two Names, one Hebrew, thy ous- 
| - other Latin, probably referring both to his Jewiſ} As a 
fd man Capacity and Relation; Saul was a Namg ing, 
dom mon in the Tribe of Benjamin, ever ſince the firlf to w. 
King of Irat!, who was choſen out of chat Tribg ed tl 
mi Memory whereof they ſo named their Children 4 in fe 
weis Circumciſion. His other was Paul, aſſumed by came 
Fe: tim: as ſome rhink, at his Converſion to denote hi abou 
&. Humility ; and odhers, That it was in Memory of E Neck 
zh e 85 .. WS. A” Co 
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e Converting Sergius Paulus, the Roman Governour to 
e | the Chriſtian Faith. ) | 
„ _ After this he was brought to his firſt hearing, be- 
fore the Roman Emperor, where thoſe Friends which 
n | he expected ſhou'd ſtand by him, plainly deſerted 
ir} him, but God ſtood by him, and encouraged him. 
i- Two Years he preached at Rome, in his own hired 
K | Houſe, Converting ſome of all Ranks and Qualities, 
ve | yea, ſeveral belonging to the Court it ſelf; here he 
(«| mer with Peter, and they were doch together 
ad | thrown into Priſon, upon the Periecution' raiſed 
againſt the Chriſtians, under prerence they had fired 
iſß che City, though ir was dune by Nero's ſpecial Com- 
no mand. Some of the Ancients make him engaged 
he with Peter, in procuring the Fall of that miſerable ' 
the] Wretch, Simon Magus, which ſtirred up the Em- 
ve- peror's implacable Rage and Fury againſt him. Ano- 
re- ther writes, That having converted one of Neros Con- 
be cubines, of whom he was extreamly Fond, and re- 
duced her to a Life of much Strictneſs and Chaſtity, 
ſo that ſhe abſolutely refuſed to comply with the 
Emperor's wanton and impure Embraces; he thert- 
upon treated the Apoſtle outragioufly , calling him 
Impoſtor , ind a Perverter of 2 Subjects; giving 
Orders, That he ſhould be ſent to Priſon; but under 
ſtanding thar he ſtill continued to perſmde the Lady, _ 
Who viſited him, to continue in her Chriſtian and Fi- 
dous. Reſolution, he commanded him to be put to Death. 
As a R Han Citizen, he was exempted from Scourg« 
ing, as Male factors uſe to be before their Execution; 
| ta which when he was led, he is ſaid to haye Ganyerr« 
ibej ed three of the Soldiers, who guarded him, and Wien- 


1 
in few. Days after, by the Emperor's Command, De- 1 

came Martyrs for the Faith. Being come to the Place, 
about three Miles from Rome, he cheerfully gave his 
Neck to the fatal Stroke; Crucitying being too infamous 
a Deach for any but the worſt of Slaves; * "muy 
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The Storm thus began, a violent Perſecution of the Ce 
Chriſtians began at Jeruſalem, wherein our Apoſtle | th 
was a prime Agent, being imployed by the High Prieſt, 
to hunt and find our theſe new Hereticks, who preach- | fo! 
ed againſt the Law of Moſes; getting a Warrant from | he 
the Sanhedrim, to go and diſturb the Synagogues ar hit 
Damaſcus, vihether many of the poor diſtreſſed Chri- Tv 

ſtiam were fled. Bur God defigning him for Work Ho 
of another Nature, ſtopt him in his Journey, as we yes 
read at large in the Acts of the Apoſtles , as likewiſe me 
of his Travels in Paleſtine, and adjacent Countries, and thr 
His dangerous Voyage to Rome. ag 

When he came to Rome, he acquainted the ewiſh the 
Conſiſtory, That though he had been guilty of no ma 
Crime, yer he was delivered into the Hands of the] Vit 
Roman Governors, only for his conſtant aſſerting the] Wr 


Reſurrection of the Dead, which was the Hope of eve- ] per 
ry True Lraelite. They replyed, That they had re- ther 
ecived no Advice concerning him, but defired to bq cub 
informed concerning his Religion, which was every duc 
where decryed both by Jews and Gentiles. At a Dayp ſo 


appointed, he diſcours'd to them, from Morning to Em 
Night, concerning the Doctrine of the Holy Jeſus, ye upo 
tome 4 in their Infideliry, he told them plain Imp 
5 That henceforth he would turn his Preaching ro} Ord 
e.Gent ies, who would be glad to accept what theyf ſtanc 
had ſcornfully rejected. who 
© He was called by two Names, one Hebrew, thq ous | 
other Latin, probably referring both to his Jewiſ 
and Roman Capacity and Relation; Saul was a Name 
common in the Tribe of Benjamin, ever ſince the fir 
| King of Iſrael, who was choſen out of that Tribe 
nn Memory whereof they ſo named their Children: 
+ their Circumciſion. His other was Paul, aſſumed b 
| F< him as ſome. think, at his Converſion to denote 
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Converting Sergius Paulus, the Roman Governour to 
che Chriſtian Faich. | 

After this he was brought to his firſt hearing, be- 
fore the Roman Emperor, where thoſe Friends which 
he expected ſhou'd ſtand by him, plainly deſerted 
him, but God ſtood by him, and encouraged him, 
Two Years he preached at Rome, in his own hired 
Houſe, Converting ſome of all Ranks and Quahries, ' 
yea, ſeveral belonging to the Court it ſelf; here he 
met with Peter, and they were both together 
thrown into Priſon, upon the Per.ccution raiſed 
againſt the Chriſtians, under prerence they had fired 
the City, though it was done by Nexo's ſpecial Com- 
mand. Some of the Ancients make him engaged 
wich Petey, in procuring the Fall of that miſerable 
Wretch, Simon Magis, which ſtirred up the Em- 
peror's implacable Rage and Fury againſt him. Ano- 


ther writes, That having converted one of Nero's Con- 


cubines, of whom he was extreamly Fond, and re- 


Þ duced her to a Life of much Strictneſs and Chaſtity, 


ſo that ſhe abſolutely refuſed to comply with the 
Emperor's wanton and in pure Embraces; he thert- 
upon treated the Apoſtle outragioufly , calling him 
Impoſtor , and a Perverter of his Subjects; giving 
Orders, That he ſhould be ſent to Priſon ; but under- 
ſtanding that he ſtill continued to perſuade the Lady, 
who viſited him, to continue in her Chriſtian and Pi- 
ous Reſolurion, he commanded him to be put to Death. 
As a R man Citizen, he was exempted from Scourg- 
ing, as Male factors uſe to be before their Execution; 
to which when he was led, he is ſaid to have Comert- 
ed three of the Soldiers, who guarded him, and with- 
in few. Days after, by the Emperor's Command, be- 


came Martyrs for the Faith. Being come to the Place, 


about three Miles from Rome, he cheerfully gave his 
Neck to the fatal Stroke; Crucitying being too infamous 
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being counted a more noble kind of Deach, among moſt 
Nations. 

Tradition reports, (which many of the Father's veri- 
fy) That when he was Beheaded, a Liquor more hke 
Milk than B'ood, iſſued from his Veins, and ſpurred 
upon the Clorhes of the Executioner, which St. Chryſo- 
ſtom ſaith, became the Means of his Converfion, with E 

* many others to the Faith ; He adds, That the Apoſtle 
ſiuffered Martyrdom in the ſixcy eighth Year of his Age, 
and Conſtantine built a ſtately Church to his Memory, | 
wherein his ET were buricd about two hundred 1 


Years after. —— LL) "uf 555 FT 


T 

24 3 EE . 1 WIA 4 
1 24 2, * e u, $1575 
Vie £44 ee M 
22 2 #4 Ve IU} $2119 > 1%) M 
2 2 EEG 77] oe 


-> 2 KA 7 4 
775 2 2 
25 Sad 155 244M 

4/2 72 D 
PL, > 


72 ET 327222 1 
Up . 
22, e, „ 


l 
e 


| 7 


Books Prin:ed and fold by Tho. Norris, 


at the Looking-glaſs on — 
* Ruſſell's ſeven Sermons, 


---------- Devout Companion, 
— on the Sacrament, 

The whole Works of Robert Ruſſel. In Three Parts. 
Bound together, price 2 s. 6 d. 

A new Academy: er, Toe Compleat Engliſh Secre- 
eary, 

The Shepherd's Ralendar. 

Mr. Gib's four laſt Things, of Death, Jae 
Hell and Heaven. 

Mr. James Faneway's Death unſtung. 

Gouge 5 Directions. 

—— Mord to Saints and Sinners. 

Brook's Strim of Pearls. . 

Ayres Arithmetichs 

The private Chriſtian's Walk wich foo, | Y Los 

The De vout Companion. 7 * 

Hiſtory of Roſamond and Fane Shore, | 

---=---- of Guy Earl of Warwick, 

=... -- Holy Jeſus, 

The Week's Preparations. 
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